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FOREWORD BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY

Being the Church in Accompaniment with Our Co-pilgrims in Asia

The focus of CCA's programme activities in
2019 was an "Being the Church in Accom-
paniment with Qur Co-Pilgrims in Asia™
We believe that the Church is the people
of God filled with the divine presence of
God., The members of the Church are
called to be partners in fulfilling God"s mis-
sion and to commit themsehves to the mis-
sion of pospel saturation. The struggle to
attain the goal of peace with justice is the
essence of the gospel. In crder to attain
the goal of gospel saturation, the people
of God are called to be partners and ac-
companiers with zll God's people who are
co- pilgrims.

A pilgrim is not a lonely wanderer on the
planet, or a pilgrimage is not merely a con-
cept of performing a ritual, or commema-
ratiorn; it 5 a search for truth, connection,
transformation, parbicipation, accompa-
niment and a path leading to peace with
justice. In Asia’s diverse pluralistic cultur-
al and religious contexts, pilgrimage has
elaborate significance and spiritual values,
I Asian contexts, pilgrimage is also a jouwr-
ney of search, especially one of exalted
purpose or moral significance. In various
religious tradifions In Asia, pllgrimage s
an ongoing process that enables transfor-
mation through decp spiritual experienc-
e5. The pilgrimage in Asia also has integral
components of peace building and nur-
turing harmony together with aur co-pil-
grima, It is in this context that we need to
find the relevance of being a Church in ac-
companiment with our co-pilgrims in Asia.

The Church has a responsibility to equip
and prepare all members of the Church
to be co-pilgrims in God's mission. The

Church in Aczia ic called to participate in
God’s mission of a spirtual journey of
pilgrimage in the struggle for peace with
justice. However, the reality is that more
and more peocple are wary of institution-
al forms of the Church for many reasons.
The emerging and pressing need 5 to learn
how ta be a catalyst in being the Church
in Asia, how to be a good partner and
accompanier with our co-pilgrims in the
diverse cultural and religious contexts in
Asia in the spirit of Christ's love, As a body
of Christ, the Church in Asia is called to
witness Christ in the midst of increasing
painful realifes of fragmented communi-
fies in Asia today. God = inwiting his peo-
ple te be part of his mission of re-building
and reshaping a community of justice and
peace everywhere. God invites all God's
people to be partners and co-pilgrims. The
members af the Church in Asia are called
ko commit themselves to struggle with the
contemporary sacial realities, and they are
called to take partin a pilerimage of strug-
gle for peace with justice.

The programmes and activities of Chris-
tian Conference of Asia |CCA) during the
vear 2019 were focused an churches in
accompaniment with our co-pilgrims in
Aszia, and aimed at encouraging churches
to accomparny people in diverse contexts
to be co-pilgrims in our common struggle
fior peace with justice.

Thizs report narrates various activities car-
ried out in 2019,

Mathews George Chunakara
General Secrefary, CCA
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GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Coordination of Administration
and Frogrammes

The overall coordination of the pro-
grammes, administration and related or-
ganisational matters are the main respon-
sibility of the General Secretary of the CO&
as mandated by the constitution of the
CCA, The General Secretary, with the assis-
tance of other members of the secretariat,
oversees and implements the coordina-
tion of programmes, acbivities and admin-
istration on a day to day basis, Income de-
velopment and monitering, relationships
with member churches and councils as
well as relationships with ecumenical and
ecclesiastical organisations and commnurni-
cations are also part of the responsibility
of the General 5ecretary as per the organi-
sational structure and assigned mandates.

Programmes and Coordination

The General Secretary, who is responsibile
for the overall coordination and super-
vision of the implementation and moani-
toring of all programme areas, provided
leadership in the coordination of planning,
implementing, monitoring and evaluation
of programmes and activities of CCA in
2019 az well.

The General Secretary’s mandates also
inciuded responsibility for strengthening
relationships with member churches and
councils, and one of the main responsibil-
ities includes liaising with the governing
board and advisory bodies. Building rela-
tanships with governments and inter-gov-
erpmental organisations are also part of
the specific responsibility of the General
Secretary

Through the coordination and supervision
of the General Secretary, the staff mem-
bers in the CCA Secretariat, shared and
promoted programmes and activities with
member churches and councils through-
cut the year, and encouraged member
churches and councils to engage in joint
action and ministries that manifest uni-
ty in Christ in Asia. Several programmes
and activities were Initiated by the CCA
Secretarial [ointly with member churches
and countils in 2019 too, and the mem-
ber churches shared human and financial
resources gemerously to implement the
programmes. The responsibility of the
General Secretary and the staff in the Sec-
retariat in 2019 also included accompany-
ing churches in capacity-building of mem-
ber constituencies.

As per the new constitution and the crgan-
isational structure of CCA, the General Sec-
retary s mandated to bulld and strength-
eri relabionships with other ecumenical
organisations within the region and glob-
ally, as well as with other regional ecu-
menlcal organisations (REQs) and with the
global ecumenical movement through the
World Council of Churches (WCC). In 2019,
the General Secretariat and his colleagues
were involved in building up and strength-
ening relations with different regional and
global ecumenical organisations incuding
the WCC and other REDs.

The General Secretary has been taking
the lead in maintaining a close relation-
ship with the Roman Catholic Church in
Asia through the Federation of the Asian
Bishops' Conferences [FABL}, and other
regional bodies like the Asia Evangelical



Alliance |AEA). Special attention has also
been made to Initlate relations with the
Pentecostal Churches in Asia,

The General Secretary has made several ef-
forts to develop churches that are not yvet
members of the CCA, including churches in
Brunei, the Central Aslan Republics, Mau-
ritius, People’s Republic of China, Viet-
nam, and Mongolia as well as civil society
organisations and interfaith organisations
inAsia,

Lialson with Governing Board
and Advisory Commiltees

The General Sacretary, who has the main
responsibility of liaising with the govermn-
ing boards and advisory committees of
the CCA, took the lead in organising and
conducting the meetings of the Officers,
Executive Committee and other sub-coms-
mittees, The meetings of the Executive
Committes and sub-committees of CCA
wene held during the year 2019,

Execulive Committee Meeting
13-182 Juiy 2019 7 Pynom Penh, Caombodia

The Execubive Committes of CCA met from
13 to 18 July 2019 in Phnom Penh, Cambao-
dia. & country where the Church and Chris-
tianity were completely erased from his-
tory and forbidden until the sarly 1990s,
holding a meeting of the CCA Executive
Committee in Cambodia was significant
and it was the first Bime in the Asian ec-
umenical history that an important event
like CCA executive committes was held in
Cambodia,

The Executive Committee in its various
sessions received and discussed reports
on programmes and  activities, finan-
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cial sustaimability and CCA headguarters
building praject, The Executive Commit-
tee made several major decisions which
included organisational/programme eval-
uztion; theme and wenue of CCAs 15"
General Aszembly; policies and guidelines
to deal with Conflicts of Interests; Code of
Conduct for Organisational Management
and Governance; puidelines for processing
new membership applicabions; 2 consen-
csus mdel of decicion-making; and staff
rules and regulations. The Executive Com-
mittee also unanimously voted to re-elect
the CCA General Secretary, Dr Mathews
George Chunakara, for 2 second term.

The Executive Committes which iz com-
posed of pan-Asian members of CCA wis-
ited the headguarters of the Kampuchea
Christian Council (KCC), which was found-
ed in 1937 with the support of the CCA.
Curing the mesting, a joint meeting of
the CCA Executive Commitiee members
and representatives of the KOO member
churches was addressed by the Moderator
and General Secretary of CCA.

Minister of Religious Affairs of the Royal
Kingdom of Cambedia, Mre Him ChiRem,
and the Viee Minister, Mr. Phlok Phan at-
tended the meeting along with senior
staff members of the Minister of Religious
Affairs.

Finance Commiftee Meeting
15 July 2018 S Phnom Penh, Combodio

The Finance Committee of the CCA met in
canjuncticn with the Executive Comimittes
meeting, which was held in Phnom Penh,
Cambrodia on 15 July 2019,

The Finance Committee reviewed the cur-
rent financial situation of the CCA, revised
the budget of the year 2019 and worked
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aut a framework of the budget for the year
2020,

As per the new Constitution of the CCA,
the Executive Committee appoints the
Finance Committee constituting experts
related to financial matters, At present,
the following members are serving on the
Fifvance Committes: M Augustine [heep-
ak Karmakar, Certified Public Chartered
Accountant, Bangladesh and Treasurer
of the CCA; Mr Patrick Yuen, Certified
Public Chartered Accountant and Finan-
cial Advisor to the Hong Kong Christian
Council and Hong Kong Christan Schools
and Colleges; Mr. Israel Paulraj, Financial
Consultant and Director of Companies in
511 Lanka, formerly Treasurer of the Angli-
can Church in Sri Lanka, NCC 5ri Lanka and
Honorary Treasurer of the CCA; Mr, Muttee
Kunlacharnpises, Financial Consultant and
Pension Fund Manager of the Church of
Chrlst in Thalland; Advocate Robert Bruce
C., Treasurer of the Church of South India
{C5l) and Director of the C5I Trust Asso-
ciaticn; Rev. Diana Tana, Vice Moderator
af the CCA, Methodist Church of Mew
Zeatand; Dr. Mathews George Chunakara,
General Secretary, COA,

CCA Officers’ Meeting

The Officers of CCA met three times in
2019, The meetings were opportunities
for not anly making decisions between Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings but also oc-
casions for reviewing and monitoring the
ongoing waork of CCA

CCA Officers” Meeting - January 2019
15-16 Janugry 2019 / Phnom Penh, Caom-
bodia

CCA Officers met in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia from 1% to 16 lanuary 2019, The

10

members comprizing Archbishop Wilkem
TP Simarmata (Moderator], Dr. Mathews
George Chunakara (General Secretary)
and Mr. Augustine Karmakar [Treasurer).

The Officers reviewed the decision of the
Executive Committee with regard to the
15" General Assembly of CCA and also
the proposals with regard to the devel-
cpment of CCAS property in Chiang Mai.
During their stay in Phnom Penh, the Offi-
cers met with the officials of the Ministry
of Religion of the Cambodian government.
His Excellency Mr Him Chiem, Minister
of Religion, His Excellency Mr. Phlok Phan,
Deputy Minister and Permanent Secretary
of State, and Mr Chea Mareth, Director
of Cabinet, together with a team of oth-
er high-ranking officials of the Cambodian
government were present at the meeting
with the CCA leadership.

CCA Officers’ Meeting - July 2019
I5 July 2019 ¢/ Phnom Penk, Combodia

In conjunction with the Executive Commit-
tee of CCA, a meeting of the Officers was
held in Phnom Penh, The main purpose of
the mesting was to review the agenda of
the Executive Committes meeting as well
as to review the work and performance
appraisal of the General Secretary of CCA.

CCA Officers” Meeting - November 2019
A1 Noweraber 2009 7 Heinehy, Talwan

CCA Officers met on 21 Movember 2019 at
Hsinchu, Taiwan, which was the venue of
the Asian Ecumenical Wamen's Assembly
(AEWA) The meeting was mainly to re-
view the progress of preparations for the
forthcoming CC&'s 15" General Assembly
in 2020. The officers discuszed the assem-
bly venue, the programme schedule, seat
allocation of delegates and other matters



refated to the assembly preparation. The
officers also received the report on the up-
coming programmes of CCA in 2020,

CCA Company. Hong Kong

The CCA is registered and incorporated
in Hong Kong as a private limited lability
company (limited by guarantes), As per
the mandate of the registered company in
Hong Kong, in accordance with the deci-
sions and mandates assigned by the Exec-
utive Committes, the CCA 15 eligible to ac-
gulre, hald, administer, manage, improve,
maintain, transact, and facilitate dealings
related to the CCA's movable and immow-
able properties, assets, investments, and
funds. The special tasks assigned to the
CCA Company is as per the constitutional
requirement stipulated in the provisions
of Article 11 of the CCA Constitution ap-
proved by the General Assembly of the
CCA, The members of the CCA Company
are the members of the Executive Com-
mittee of the CCA and the Directors of the
Company are appointed from time to time
by the CCA Executive Committes,

The fallowing members were electad
by the CCA Execubive Commiftes to be
members of the Directors’ Board in 200L5:
Bishop Thomas Soo, Anglican Church in
Honmg Kong; Dr. Tong Wing 5z, Membsr
aof CCA Executive Commities; Rev, Eric 50,
Hang Kong Council of Churches of Christ
in China; Rev, Po Kam Cheong, Hong Kong
Christian Council; Rev. Dr. Kim Jong-goo,
Methodist Church in Korea; D Mathews
George Chunakara [Company Secretary [/
Eu. Officia).

Investment Commiltee,
Hong Kong

During 2019, the CCA Investment Commit-
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tee met several imes to review the status
of CCA'S investments In Hong Kong, The
Investment Committes of the CCA is con-
stituted by the CCA Executive Committes
to oversee the investmeants of the CCA in
Hong Kong. The fallowing members served
in 2019 ¢n the Hong Kong-based Commit-
tee: Bishop Thomas 500, D Tong Wing
Sze, Rev. Eric 50, and M. Patrick Yuen, a
member of the Finance Committes of CCA.

CCA Foundation Thailand
30 Aprdl 2019 S Chiang Mo, Thalland

The CCA& Foundation Thailand is 3 legal
entity registered in Thailand as per Thai
laws, under which the CCA haz the func-
tioning of its office based In Chiang Mal,
Thailand. The CCA Foundation sponsors
the visa and work permit applications of
the international staff working at the Chi-
ang Mai office. The Foundation has a com-
mittee which consists of the CCA General
Secretary a5 well as representatives of the
Church of Christ in Thailand {CCT), who are
Thai citizens.

The CCA Execufive Committee appointed
the following members of the Board of the
CCA Feundation in 2019: Dr. Pradit Takern-
grangsarit, President; Mr. Surapong Mitr-
akul, CCT General Secretary; Mrs. Supa-
porm Yarnasarn, CCA Executive Committes
Member; Dr. Rux Prompalit, President,
Payap University; Dr, Prawate Ehid-arn,
former General Secretary, CCA; D Chu-
leepran Sriscontorn, former member of
CCA General Committes; Dr. Mathews
George Chunakara, General Secretary, CCA

& meeting of the CCA Foundabion Thailand
was heldin April 2019 at the headquarters
of CCA in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
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Church and Ecumenical
Relafions

The General Secretary and other staff
members visited and participated in sew
eral programmes and activities as well as
special events of member churches, coun-
cils, related ecumenical organisabions,
regional and global ecumenical organisa-
tions and world confessional bedies during
the vear 2013

Visits to Member Churches,
Counclls and Ecumenical
Partners

In 2019 also the General Secretariat fa-
cilitated and carried out the ecumenical
relationships with member churches and
councils, related ecumenical organisa-
tions, regional and global ecumenical or-
ganisations and world confessional bodies.
The initiatives, as part of strengthening the
church and ecumenical relations, helped
building stronger networks and also pro-
moted the involvement and participation
of CCA member constituencies with a
greater sense of ownership,

The General Secretary attended various
programme and delivered keynote ad-
dresses of thematic addresses at various
church and ecumenical events in 2019. As
part of strengthening church and ecumen-
ical relations, General Secretary’s visits to
member churches and councils; as well as
participation in events by the CCA Gener-
al Secretary or represented by CCA staff
during the year 2019, are listed below:

= Meeting with the Special Envey of the
Prasident of Republic Indonesia on 28
lanuary 2019, (General Secretary).

«  Meeting with the leaders of nathon-
al lslamic organisations in Indonesta,

12

Mahdlatul Uama and Muhammadiyah
in Jakarta, Indonesia on 28 January
2019, (General Secratary).

feeting with the leadership of CCA
member churches in Indoresia and
addressing the Communion of Church-
es in Indonesia (PGI) Central Commit-
tee Meeting in Indonesia in Bogor, In-
donesia on 29 January 2019, [General
Secretary),

Wisit to CCT headguarters in Bangkok,
Thailand, 31 lanuary 2019, (General
Secretary).

South Asia Initiative to End Violence
Against Children [SAIEVAC) Interfaith
Flatform Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand,
11-12 March 2019 [Rosiana Purme-
rmal,

Graduation ceremony of Kawthoolei
Karen Baptist Bible School and College
in Maelah Refugee Camp at Maesot,
Thailand on 24 March 2019, (Rey, Jung
Eun Grace Moon],

Church and Society Conference of PGI
in Manada, Indonesia, 28-31 March
2019, (Rey, Jung Eun Grace Moon),

CCA Assembly planning meeting with
the Matianal Council of Churches in In-
dia and ehurch leaders in India, in New
Deelhi, India, 10-12 April 2019, (Gener-
al Secretary].

Wisit to churches in %0 Lanka imme-
diately after the Easter day tragedy,
21-23 April 2019, (General Secretary).

Meetings with MCC 5ri Lanka, and
Methodist Church in 5ri Lanka, 21-22
April 2019, [General Secretary).

Keynote Addreszs at the Opening ses-
sion of the WOC-CCA International
Consultation on  Stateleszness and
Human Trafficking in Aska: Prevention,
Reduction and Frotection, 20 -23 May
2019, (General Secretany).,



Meating with the Officials of the Unit-
ed Mations Waomen Asia Pacific region
May, (Genaral Secretary, Rev. Kim Ky-
rie, CCA Programme Committee mod-
erator and Ms. Surdla Ammar, Coordi-
nator of EWAAY Programme),

Asia Regional Committee Meeting of
the COMNGO-UM, Bangkok, Thailand,
May 2019, [General Secretary and Ms,
Sunila Ammar).

heeting of the Core Group of the Asian
Diaspora in the Arabian Gulf, Bahrain,
Miay {Dr. Beynaldo Racaza Ty).

Visit and meeting with CCA member
churches and councils in Taiwan, 3-4
June 2019, General Secretariat (G5)
was accompanied by programme co-
ordinators Rey. Jung Eun Meon, Dr
Ronald Lalthanmawia, and Rosiana
Purnamio,

Bread for the World - EMW - EKD -
WEC - UEM International Consultation
preparing for the 11" Assembly of
WCC in Wuppertal, Germarmy, 1619
June 2013, (General Secretary).

Attended the WCC & Reglonal Ecu-
menical Organisations [REQ) General
Secretaries’ Annual Meebing in Ge-
neva, 30 June = & July 2019, (General
Secretary).

Feumenical Forum for Peace, Beunifi-
cation and Development Cooperation
on the Korean Peninsula [EFK], Bang-
kok, Thailand, 10-12 July 2019, {Rew.
Jung Eum Grace Maon).

Addrezsed the opening session of the
2™ Mission Conference of Internation-
al Myanmar Baptist Fellowship in Chi-
ang Mai, Thailand on 25 September
2019, (General Secretary).

Wisit to Rohingya Refugse Camps in
Cox's Bazaar in Bangladesh, 9-10 Oc-
tober 2019 {General Secretary).
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Wicit to the Mational Council of Church-
ez in Bangladesh [NCCB), Church of
Bangladesh and Bangladesh Baptist
Churches Sangha on October 11 2019,
[General Secretary)

Addresz at the Scuth Asia regional
consultation on Ecumenical Women's
Action against Violence, Dhaka, Ban-
gladesh, 11-12 Dctober 2019 [General
Secretary),

39" Annual meeting of Internation-
al Committee of Fellowship of Least
Coin, 12-19 Oclober, Accra, Ghana,
(Rev. Jung Eun Grace Moan].

Keynote address delivered at the WCC-
CCA  internatiomal consultation on
Rights and Dignity of Children, Chiang
Mai, Thailand, 14-16 Dctober 2019,
(General Secretary)

Attended the 17 General Assembly of
PGl at Waingapu, Indonesia on B-13
MNovenber 2019, {Rosiana Purnome
and lay Roy),

Kevnote address at the opening ses-
slom of the WOC-CCA Eco School, Thi-
ang Mal, Thailand, 5 Movember 2019,
(General Secrefary).

Introductary address at the Asian Ecu-
menical Women's Assermnbly [AEWA] in
Heinehu, Talwan, 22 November 2019,
(General Secretary)

Thematic address at the Opening
WICC-CCA Asia Regional Consultation
on Evangelism and Missional Witness
in 2 Multi-Religious Asia, Chiang Mai,
Thailand, 20 Mowember 2019, (Gener-
al Secratary).

Keynote address at the WOCC- COA
Training on Ecurmnenical Diakonla and
Development, Chiang Mai, Thailand, 4
December 2019, (General Secretary).
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Generdl Secretary’s Pastoral

Solidarity Visit to Sri Lanka
21-23 Aprll 2019/ Colornbo, 5H Lanko

2n 21 April 2019, Easter Sunday, three
churches in 56 Lanka and three luxury ho-
tels in the commercial capital city Colom-
b were targeted in a series of coordinat-
ed terrorist suicide bombings. 259 people
were killed and at least 500 were injured,
The church bombings were carried out
during Easter services in Megombo, Batt-
calea, and Colomba, The successive eight
powerful blasts left devastation in three
churches and other places, including the
capital's well-known 5t. Anthony's Shrine,
a historic Roman Catholic Chuerch which
traces its rents back to the 18th century.
51, Sebastian®s church in Negombo, locat-
ed north of Colombo, and Zion church lo-
cated in the eastern coastal city of Batfi-
caloa were the two ather churches hit. The
attack on Sunday was the worst in S0 Lan-
ka since the civil war ended 3 decade ago

Hearing this shocking news, the CCA Gen-
eral Secretary Dr. Mathews George Chu-
nakara condemned the attack and in his
statement said that the CCA believed the
heinous acts of terrorizm o e incompati-
ble with the values of any religious teach-
ings or maral values of a civilised society.
He added, "Wiolent attacks such as these
are aimed at undermining the unity and
redigious tolerance of the people of any
nation which will only push ws further to
a situation of anarchy and negation of rule
of law." He further stated, "The interna-
tional community has the responsibility to
make every effort 1o combat the scourge
of terrorism and ensure peace and securi-
ty in the workd.”

Immediately after this bomb attack, the
CCA General Secretary undertook a pas-

1

toral sofidarity visit to Colomba, Sri Lanka,
from 21-23 April 2019, In his meeting with
the leaders and representatives of mem-
ber churches and NCC 56 Lanka and other
interreligious leaders im 5ri Lanka, it was
widely agreed that there should be collec-
bive efforts b0 overcome religious intoler-
ance and to provide a common platform
for various religions to come together and
reflect on cooperative ways in promofting
camimunal harmony in building peace and
strengthening Interreligious trust and re-
spect in Asia. To promote interreligious
cooperation amidst growing religious in-
tolerance and conflicts in Asia, CCA has
schaduled to organize an Asian Interreli-
glous Leaders” Summit in 2020,

Yisits of Church Leaders and
Ecumenical Pariners o CCA

During the year 2019, various church and
ecurmenical leaders representing churches
and ecumenical organizations from around
the world visited the CCA headguarters
and had meetings with the CCA General
secretary and staff. Visits and meetings are
listed below:

& Visit of the students of Yonse| United
Graduate School af Theology on 7 lan-
uary 2019,

s Wisit of Cambodian church leaders, 10

January 2019,

» VWizit of Fresbyterian Church [USA)
World Mitsion — Asla Pacific Area Co-
ordinatorn, Rev. Mienda Uriarte, 26 lan-
uary 2019,

s Wisit of the Ewecutive Committes of
the Association of Christian Instbtutes
for Soclal Concerns in Asia [ACISCA),
1920 March 2019,

»  Visit of the Executive Committes
members of the Asian Church Wom-



en’s Conference (AONWNC), B April 2019,

= Yisit of Divinity School of Chung Chi
Callege, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong's students and staff led by
Rev, Dr. Tobias Brandner, 20 May 2019,

#  isit of Rev. Martin Krieg from Evange-
lisches Missionswerk in Deutschland
(EMW], 2 August 2019,

= Wisit of Mr. Ajit Hazra of the World Vi-
sian International, 4 October 2019,

Relations with Ecumenical
Fartners

Werld Council of Churches:
Pilgrimoge of Justice and Peace (PIP)
International Reference Group Afeeting
2019

The CCA hosted the International Refer-
ence Group mesting of the WCC FIP as
well a5 the Inauguration of the PIP Asia Fo-
ews 2019, which was held fram 3-7 March
2019 at CCA Headguarters, Chiang Mai,
Thailand. The FIP focus for 2019 was Asia
and this meeting aimed to reflect on re-
ports on the situations in Asia through the
lens of the pilgrimage’s global thematic fo-
cuws on racism, An interreligious fellowship
gathering and dinner reception were or-
ganised in conjunction with the PIP meet-
ing. Representatives of seven religious
communities in Chiang Mal attended and
offered pravers of peace.

The CCA General Secretary served as a
member of the working group appointed
by the WCC General Secretary to develop
the Guidelines for WCC and RED Relations,
The Guidelines are now fnalised and have
been adopted formally at a meeting of
RED General Secretaries and WCC Genaral
Secretaries together with cenior staff lead-
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ership of WCC.

A5 the PIP focus in 2019 was on Asia, WIC
decided to organise programmes related
ko different programme desks of WCC in
Asia. Az per the discussions and agree-
ments reached between WOC staff and
CCA General Secretary, the following pro-
prammes were organised in Asia in 2019:

s PIP Asia solidarity team of WOC visits
to Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Indo-
nesia, Myanmar and border area of
Thailand and Burma

# PMeetings of PIP Reference Group and
PIF thealogical working group

»  WCC-OCA International Comnsultation
on Statelessness and Human Traffick-
ing in Asia; Prevention, Reduction, and
Frotection (20-23 May 2019)

e WOC-OOA Regional Consultation on
Child Rights Protection and Advocacy
to Combat Sexual Abuse and Exploita-
tion {13-16 October 2019)

*  WCC-CCA BEoa Schonl an Water, Food
and Climate Justice (4-17 Meowvember
2019)

s WIC-OCA Asia Regional Consultation
cn "Evangelisrm and Missional Witness
in 2 Multi-Religious Asia"{ 30 Movem-
ber - & December 2019]

& MWCOC-CCA Training on Ecumenical Dis-
konia and Development [4-2 Decem-

ber 2019)

Associafion of the Chrisfian
Institutes for Social Concerns in
Asia (ACISCA)

The ACISCA is a region-wide association of
Christian lay groups, academics, institutes,

13
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and centres for social concerns in Asia
which was supported by CCA for years, in-
cluding the founding of ACI5CA in 1970,

The ACISCA executive committes meeting
was held at the headquarters of the CCA
and hosted by CCA from 1920 March
2019, mainly to discuss a strategic pro-
gramme plan to revive the activities of
ACISCA, and re-build ecumenical solidarity
and partmership among the members of
ACISCA in collaboration with CCA,

The exscutive committes reiterated its
intention of seeking more active collab-
oration with CCA to revitalise the ACISCA
in the future. it recalled the ecumenical
Journey in the field aof lay training in Asia
through the work of the East Asia Christian
Conference (EACC), the farerunner of CCA
and its initiative in the founding of ACISCA
at EACC-sponsored consultations in Perth,
Australia in 1969 as well as at the Q50
Academy House, Japan in 1970,

s, Mancy Caluya, President, and Fr. Dr.
Mathew Chandrankunnel, Secretary of
the ACISCA presented the proposed plan
of action for future programmes and pri-
arittes, and they emphasized the need for
staff capacity-building in ACISCA member
institutes,

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara, General
Secretary of CCA said that the CCA Secre-
tariat was mandated by its executive com-
mittee to initate joint ecumenical pro-
grammes together with other ecumenical
organizations and institubions in Asia as
part of “Collaborative Ecumenical Partner-
ship in Programmes and Activities” (CEP-
Pa). It was agreed that ACISCA and CCA
will be engaged in joint ecumenical forma-
tion and leadership development training
programmes in the future, The executive
committee also decided to commemorate
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the Gaolden Jubilee of ACISCA in conjunc-
tien with the 157 General Assembly of
CeCa, which will be held in 2020. The Goid-
en Jubilee commemorative event in 2020
will include historical reflections of ACISCA
members” ecumenical Journsys and wit-
ness in different Asian countries over the
past 50 years, recognise the contributions
and services of former ACISCA leaders and
introduce the ongoing work and ecumen-
ical witnecs of all active members of ACI5-
CA. The fifty-year history of ACISCA will be
released during the Golden Jubilee event.
ACISCA membership includes 55 ecumen-
ical lay leadership training insttutes and
programime centres dealing with Christian
witness and social concerns in different
parts of Asia.

The members of the Executive Committes
constituted at the ACISCA General Assem-
bly in August 2018 are Mz, Nancy Caluya,
Fhilippines {President), Fr. Dr. Mathew
Chandrankunnel, India [(Secretary], M
Surakit Kamanrat, Thailand ([Treasurer),
Mr. Sandesh Sudhakar, India, and Rew.
Grace Moon, CCA [Ex-Official.

Asian Church Women's Confer-
ence (ACWC)

Mine members of the Executive Commit-
tee of ACWC visited the CCA Headguar-
ters on & April 2009, They discussed the
further direction of the ecumenical move-
it in Asia with CCA General Secretary
Or, Mathews George Chunakara,

Bread for the World

In the contaxt of the bheginning of a new
phase of programme cycle supported by
the Bread for the World, Germany, Asia
department, Programme Desk Officer,
Ms. Kathrin Thever wisited CCA on 29



April 2019 The purpose of the visit was to
discuss the ongoing Bread for the World
supported activities of CCA. & detailed dis-
cussion of the ATCHAA programme (HIV
Special programme of OCA) was held with
the programime staff. The financial audit
requirements and the programme repaort
were reviewed and updated. & meeting
was also held with the staff of CCA on the
ongoing and upcoming programme plans
for 2019 and beyvond. The new propos-
al for CCA for a three-year period (2020-
2022) starting from 2020 was developed
and submitted in June 2019,

Two staff members, Ronald Lalthanmawia
and Jay Roy Tipayan, attended the Training
on Financial Management and new Bread
for the ‘World {BfdW] Cooperation and
Audit Agreements which was held from
1012 April 2019 at Kowloon, Hong Kong.
There were 2% participants from 11 BRdW
partners in Asla. The training was facilitat-
ed by BidW staff, The main objective of the
meeking was to address the topics of fi-
nancial management and new agreements
ina joint exchange, The training addressed
various topics related to the new cooper-
atbon apresment and, new audit agres-
ment. It also had sessions on exchange
rate meonitoring, cost allocation, cooper-
ation with local finternational partners,
funds request and financial reporting.

Mission 21

CCA participated in the 5-day workshop on
Good Governance organised by Mission 21
in Bangkok, Thailand. The objective of the
wiorkshop was to enable each partner or-
ganisation to develop and strengthen its
capacity, services and networks that woud
make them more robust, sustainable and
professional in the long run. The waorkshop
focused on four aspects: Hurman Resource
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Development, Development of systems,
Organisational Development and Develop-
ment of Networks and strengthening cal-
laboration with networks.

The ‘Workshop particularly addressed
Good Governance Assessment, especial-
Iy on Human Resource Management and
Capacity, The Workshop also discussed
Management Audit using the Committes
of Sponsoring Organisations of the Tread-
way Commission (COS0) system adopted
by M21 and Its partners, Learning for or-
ganizational improvemnent gained through
the processes and results of the awdit
were also presented. The workshop was
alsc an cpportunity for partners to share
thelr experiences in implementing good
povernance and design human resource
development programmes and other im-
portant systems that are necessary for
an arganisation, Some best practices and
experiences of Churches agalnst Corrup-
ticn wene also shared by PGI, Examples of
Complaints Mechanisms were shared by
Gereja Masehi Injili Sangihe Talaud.

There were 58 participants from differ-
ent churches, Council of Churches, and
Church-based erganisations from Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Thailand, CCA also pre-
sented its programme plan for 2019 along
with the existing systems and proposed
Initiatives towards Good Gowernance for
its member councils and churches.

Infernational Cammiffee of fhe
Fellowship of the Least Coin (ICFLC)

The 39" annual meeting of ICFLT was held
in Accra, Ghana from 12-19 October and
was attended by 22 delegates and guests
from the ICFLC's constituencies, member
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arganizations, and partner organisations.
Rey, Jung Eun Grace Moon attended the
annual meeting of FLC on bebalf of CCA& in
2013, The FLC, initiated in 1956 and linked
to CCA for the first several years, is now a
worldwide ecumenical fellowship of Chris-
tlan women and a prayer movement for
justice, peace, and reconciliation,

Relations with Ecclesiastical and
Confessional Bodies

The CCA and the FABC have been joint-
Iy working in various areas to try to
strengthen the common witness. Rela-
tions with evangelical and Pentecostal
churches In Asla also are being developed
through meetings and dialogue,

Income Development and Fi-
nance

The General Secretary i responsible for
the coordination of income development
and finance. In 2019, the responsibili-
ty of fund-raising was undertaken by the
General Secretary in addiion to all other
responsibilities. Considering the vast op-
erational area of the CCA in geographical
terms (from Iran in West Asia to lapan in
East Asia; Mepal in the Morth of Asia o
New Zealand in the Sauth], the number of
member churches and councils, and the
number of issues, concerns and themes
that have to be addressed as part of ec-
umenical responses, the CCA needs more
funds for effectve implementabon of
planned programmes and activities,

Asian Churches' Contributions
to CCAin2019

The General Secretariat’s special efforts
vielded fruit and seweral Asian churches
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made special grants for the CCAIn 2019, &
was encouraging to note that the level of
contributions from member churches in-
creased in 2019. In addition to this, a nume-
ber of other member churches offered fi-
nancial suppaort to host programimes in the
COMming years,

Communications

The CCA's electronic news releases contin-
ue to be the medium through which com-
munications with CCA's constituencies, the
ecurmenical world, civil society and ather
world bodies are sustained. The cammuni-
cation consultant and interns work on reg-
ularly publishing news releases on CCA's
official website and send bulk e-mails via
Mail Chimp to about G000 subscribers.
The communications team also manage
the official Facebook and Twitter pages of
the CCA, edit all website content and carry
through the publications of the CCA, The
communication staff, who are based at the
CCA headquarters, work closely with the
managers and developers of the website
based in India. The domain and website
were successfully migrated to a new web
hosting services in November 2019,

Identitying Young Ecumenical
Talents in Asia: Training and
Internship

One of the programme priorities of the
CCA is to facilitate leadership development
and capacity-building of the youth of CCA'S
member churches and councils. The CCA's
internship programme has been designed
as a year-long leadership development
training with intensive practical guidance.
The 2019 batch of interns were M. Navya
Dinah Saji {India), Mr. Chalvin Tehuayo [In-
donesia), and Ms, Ruth Mathen (India),



PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES IN 2019

1.
MISSION IN UNITY AND

CONTEXTUAL THEOLOGY

Objactives

Tor accompany churches in Asia to strengthen the Chorch's mission and
witness in multi-raliglous contexts;

To aszist member churches and councils of the CCA in revitalising and
nurturing the unity of churches and the ecumenical movement in Asia;

To develop contextual theological undergirding for mission-and wil=
ness, while addressing emerging issues in Asia;

T strangthen collabaration and cooperabon among churches and var-
lous ecumenical actars in Asla and from other parts of the world who
are engaged inmission and witmess in Asia;

Tor initiate, facilitate, and strengthen ecumenical theological initiatives
in Asia.
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Congress of

Asian Theologians IX (CATS-1X)
S=10 August 2018 7 Medan, Indonesia

The Minth Congress of Asian Theologians
{CATS -I¥] organised from 5-10 August
2015 in Medan, Indonesia was attended
by 130 parbicipants from different parts
of Asia representing different theological
institutions, and churches and the CATS-IX
was hosted by the Gereja Bethel Indonesia
{GBI}, The theme of CATS-IX was “Reconcil-
iofian, Remewal and Restoratian: Diving in-
dicative and Human Imperative”, The sulb-
themes were: "Reconciliation: Towards the
Harmony of Creation”, *Renewal: Towards
the fullness of Life,” and “Restoration; To-
wards Affirming the Wil of God.”

CCA initiated CATS in 1997 and has been
making progress in challenging theolo-
gians to develop contextual Asian theolo-
gies, build new theological agendas, dewvel-
op contextual and refevant hermeneutics
and foster innovative theological thinking
especially of the younger generation of
theclogians. The purpose of CATS is to
provide a theological platform for Asian
thealoglans 1o make contextual and mult-
dimensional theological reflections on the
theme in the midst of the emerging social,
political, religious, economic, ecological
and technological issues arising in Asia.
To implement this vision and purpose of
CATS, methodologically, thematic presen-
tations, panel préesentations, workshops,
bible studies, interactive theclogical re-
search presentations and discussions were
used,

The first thematic presentation by Bishop
Dr. Kuriakose Mar Theophilose highlighted
the general theme of CATS-X. He elabo-
rated his theological concept in the light
of the Trinitarian and Kenotic approaches

Z0

to recanciliation, renewal, and restoration
that could engage in the process of heal-
ing broken relationships in Asia empha-
sizing the objective work of God through
Christ. He interpreted the Trintarian mod-
el in terms of perichoresis that maintaines
the mutual indwelling and presenves the
distinctiveness of three persons within the
Holy Trinity and applied it az the thriving
force behind the harmonic existence of
all creation. Kenotc model of steward-
ship and ecclesiology was interpreted as
self-denial and self-giving stewardship that
follows the path of Jesus Christ that was
entrusted to his disciples for the reconcil-
iation, renewal and restoration of God's
creation, Bishop Kurlakose wplified the
interconnectedness of thensis, a process
of growing into the image of God in ev-
ery aspect of life, ferovis, the union with
God, and fenosis the self-emprving and
the theological significance of this for re-
newal, reconciliation and restoration,

Dr. Lily F. Apura, 3 feminist theologian from
the Philippines presented "Reconciliation
towards the Harmony of God's Oikos,” as
the second presentation. Her approach
combined feminist theological reflections
with the present-day dominant neg-co-
lonialism or empires. For reconciliation
towards the harmony of creation, she ad-
vocated a theology of resistance against
these oppresshve forces of exploitation
based on greed, In addition, she present-
ed God as a mother who created the en-
fire universe in all its perfection and God's
original creation was good, This perfect
and good creation now stands wounded
and spoited by the hegemony of patriarchy
and empire in the contemporary world.
The call to repentance from destructive
and explaitative gread in the light of lesus”
self-denial and sacrifice was advocated for
the reconciliation towards the harmony of



God's creation in Asia.

Bishop Dre. Daniel Thiagarajah made a pre-
sentation on the sub-theme, “Renewal:
Towards the fullness of Life" In the light
of &sian Kenotic Christology, he presented
renewal towards the fullmess of life as be-
ing made meaningful and authentc in con-
temporary Asian contexts through Jesus
Christ's renewal model, Questioning the
possibilities of God's renewal towards the
fullness of life in the midst of Asian pover-
ty, sufferings, vinlence, oppreszion and de-
seribing how the hearts of the oppressors
were hardened in the Bible to perpetuate
oppression, he made a contextual theclog-
ical reflecticn on Asian issues of exploita-
tion and oppression in the diverse &sian
contexts. He emphasized how Churches
and Christians could not find the fullness
of life in the western cultural ideolocgy of
accumulating money and power, but in fol-
Iowing the renewal model of lesus Christ
who rengéws us to enjoy the fullness of life
here and now on earth, Renewal and res-
toration as two aspects of the embodied
character of God have their being as a gift
of God's self-giving love in lesus Christ.

& Roman Catholic theologian, Fr. Dr. Clar-
ence Devadazs, delivered a thematic ad-
dress on “Restoration; Towards the ‘Will
of God". He focused on Asian realities
that challenged us to engage in people’s
thealogy, saying, "We need to place our
thealogy at the feet of the people of Asia"
Pointing out the instances of restoration in
the Bible, and contextualizing them in con-
ternporary Asian life situations, he shared
five “spokes of the wheel” of resteration in
terms of justice and healing for the com-
mon good, ecc-equilibrium, and technol-
ogy. He also put forward five paradigm
shifis In Asian thealogical constructions to
move from exclusivity to Inclusivity; from
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static binaries to dynamic dialogical inter-
play; frem ideclogical systematisation to a
cultural systematisation of theology; from
the world of ideas to the world of practi-
cal lite and mission; and from theocentric
to theo-praxis. He challenged and encour-
aged the Asian thealogians to work out a
creative theological narrative that could
be effective in the work of multidimen-
sional restoration by deconstructing inher-
ited indoctrinated theological paradigms
In order to reconstruct Asian restorative
cantextual theologies.

The theological vision of CATS-IX was en-
riched by a panel session on "Our Stew-
ardship of God's Creation; Ecological Jus-
tice,” by the three panellists, Rev. Dr. loel
Za Hiei Kap, Prof. suning Siwa, and Prof. Dr
Mathew Chandrankunnel. Dr Hiei Kap em-
phasized the problems of ecological jus-
tice in Myanmar. Pointing out the need for
reconciliation as the |ssues are intercon-
nected and associated with landlessness,
rural poverty, and inequality of access to
resources. his view of the urgency of rec-
enciligtion in terms of power, policy, and
wealth was significant. Prof, Suning Siwa, a
Talwanese indigenows woman thealogian,
delivered an emobional address on the
issues of loss, change, and identity crisis
of Taiwan's indigenous people. She spoke
about the deep and enduring influence of
calanialism on the identity of indigenous
people. Prof. Siwa further highlighted that
the villages in Taiwan adhere to the ideas
of sustainability and integrity of creation
which can contribute much towards resto-
raticn of the earth. Roman Catholic priest
Or. Mathew Chandrankunnel suggested
a significant theological paradigm shift
from Homo  Fober towards Home  Cus-
tos, emphasizing human imperative that
cames from being created in the Image
of God and human beings as the most im-
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portant custadians and reconcilers of cre-
atian,

The ambit of the theological wision of
CATS-IX was widened by the Interfaith
panel on “Reconcilistion, Renewal and
Restoration of the creation: Interfaith Per-
spective”. The panel presentations from
the Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic, and Chris-
tian religious perspectives enriched and
nurtured interfaith dialogue among the
participants from different Christian tradi-
tions in Asia, The outstanding insight from
this panel was the parallel concepts pre-
sented from different Asian religious tra-
ditions with regards to building peaceful
coexistence of zll people in Asia, Instead of
comparing and contrasting the difference
between religious ethos and doctrines,
the four panellists focused on discovering
the parallel points of contact that dynam-
ically unite all religious traditions for the
common good of all. Theologically, this
unlgue session provided a platform for the
wider ecumenical paradigm that signifi-
cantly contributes to the healing of broken
sacieties amidst the existing religionism,
religious fundamentalism and intolerance
in Asia and the world,

Bible Study materials written by 26 schol-
ars, to reflect on the main theme and sub-
themes of CATS-1X from multidimensional
perspectives arising from Aslam contexts
wene discussed each day st CATS-IX.

During the CATS-I¥, the workshops on
“Ermerging Concermns in Asla and Theologi-
cal Responses” were designed to strength-
en the theological purpose of the CATS-1X,
The participants were divided into five
groups for workshops. The workshops
were on the following topics: The Ethics
of Sustainabllity and Development; Rec-
anciliation and Restoration of Broken Ke-

2

lattanships among People and Mations:
Restoring the Dignity and Bights of the
Stateless, Trafficked, and Marginalized;
Thireat to the Fullress of Life: Challenges of
Post-Humanism, and Prioritizing Eco-Eth-
ics fram am Ecumenical Perspective. The
cutcomes of the workshops were shared
by their respective facilitators and it was
chserved that most of the discussion in
the workshops had widened the scope of
their theological wisions and strengthensd
the participants by deepening their thee-
logical imsights on Asian realities.

Curing two Interactive sessions, CATS-1X
provided space for Asian theologians to
present their research papers on varied
contextual realities through differing her-
meneutical lenses and methodologies,
and in response to specific contextual re-
alities that fied in with the overall themes
of Reconciliation, Restoration and Rensew-
al. & total of & research presentations
revealed the fecundity of Asian theolog-
ical arbiculation, cutling edge innovative
reflection and the depth and breadth of
gvailable Asian theological resources in
the form of young theologlans and their
prounded thealogies

A fellowship meeting of women partici-
parts took place at CATSIX, bringing to-
gether women in pastoral ministry as well
as women doing theolagy., This fruitful
fellowship meeting was also helpful in in-
troducing and encouraging participants to
become part of CCAS major ecumenical
gathering of AEWA to be held in Novem-
her 2019,

At the conclusion of CATSIX, a Communi-
gue prepared by a representative group of
fsian theologians that reflected the com-
mitment to developing unique contextual
Asian theologies was discussed in defail,
The Communique was later shared on the



CCA wehsite, The prezentations and other
proceedings of CATS-IX are also being pre-
pared for publication,

Asia Regional Consultation

on Evangelism and Missional
Witness in a Multi-Religious Asia
30 November=5 December 2018 / Chiang
Mal, Thailond

“Asla Reglonal Consultation on Evange-
lisrm and Missional Witness in a Mulb-re-
ligious Asia,” was jointly organised by the
CCA and WCC from 29 Mowvember to 5
Decermnber 2019 at CCA Headguarters in
Chiang Mai, Thailand, The Consultation
was attended by 20 selected participants
including Church leaders, ecumenical rep-
resentatives, theclogians, missiologists,
representatives of different ecclesiastical
bodies including the FABC of the Roman
Catholic Church and the AEA, together
with representatives of WCC from differ-
ent comtinents,

The purpose of the consultation was to dis-
cuss how different churches In Asia have
been engaging in evangelism and misshon-
al witness in their respective places, their
theological affirmations, and theological
education and training programmes. The
effort was to explore and unearth pos-
sible methodologies and to strateges
for hew the Asian churches could evolve
their work at local levels. The consultation
was also to provide a platform for mwta-
al learning from the experences of Asian
churches and their innovative evangelistic
approaches and engagement in participat-
ing in God's mission. Kyriaki Avtzi, WCC's
Programme Executive for Evangelism in
Unity who outlined the inifatives under-
taken by WCC since 2012 within a wider

global process and implemented earlier
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in the contexts of Europe, Morth Ameri-
ca, and Africa and underlined the impaor-
tance of this fourth regional consultation
partnering with CCA to address concerns
pertaining to the mult-religious Asizn con-
taxt.

Bizhop Daniel Thiagarajah, in his thematic
presentation on Evangelism and Missional
Witness in o Multi-religious Asio, made a
theological critigue of the inherited evan-
gelical and mission paradigm, pointing out
its lack of shalom and suggested a shift to
God's shalom with focus on the healing
mission of the wounded in a mult-reli-
gious Asia today. Dr. Lily Kadoe, the repre-
sentative of Myamnmar Institute of Theal-
gy captured that "In conflict-torn areas,
the church's mission is taking care of the
refugees and internally displaced persons
(I0Ps), and of course, peacebuilding is a
crucial mission of the church in Myanmar”

Rev. O, loseph Deva Komar, & Malaysian
theplogian presented the growing need
ko develop strategies and methodologies
in the Malaysian contexts without "alter-
ing the fundamentals of the Christian faith
which are non-negofiable but taking the
cortext seriously to ensure that the gos-
pel that we share is relevant in addressing
the actual need of pecples.” Julius Caesar,
a theologian from the Philippines, rein-
forced that the present soclo-econamic
and socio-political maladies that stem
from half a millennium of foreign political
control and landlessness, compel the In-
dependent church in the Philippines more
than ever tolive out her national and dem-
coratic heritage and her ministry of kaine-
nic and digkonia.

Rew. Dr. Pradit Takerngrangsarit, a rep-
resentative of the CCT, crifiqued the sit-
uation In Thailand and suggested that
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“Evangelisrn and missional witness with
compassionate love would bring peage
and harmany to society”

Metropolitan Dr. Gabriel Mar Gregorios,
a prominent Orthodox theologian from
India, im his presentation stated, “Evange-
lization should be accompanied by signs of
the KEingdom, acts of love and compassion,
mirackes of faith, symbelic acts repudiat-
ing values of the world and evangelization
needs to be understood in the context of
wider ecumenism "

Prof. Simon Biswas from Bangladesh poi-
gnantly described the challenges in his
context saying, "while religious minorities
are shll vulnerable to targeted attacks by
extremists, while land grabbing continues
to be carried out with the complicity of
soldiers and officials, while minarity wom-
en live with the threat of kidnap and rape,
justice and equality will remain mysteri-

L3
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Daniel Benl Winl Emma af Indanesia em-
phasized the practical impacts of reli-
gious fundamentalizm and radicalism in
a multi-religious context and adyocated
peaceful coexistence In evangelism  and
missional witness in Asia. In his presenta-
tion, Rev, Kang Daracheat of the Camba-
dian Church emphasized building relation-
ships with non-Christians in the process of
evangelization and missional witness

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara, the Gen-
eral Secretary of CCA, in his thematic pre-
sertation on "Mew Christian Missionary
Movements: Challenges to Christian Wit-
ness in &sia” pointed out the problems
that the Churches in Asia have been en-
countering due to new missicnary move-
ments and its challenges in Asia. Rew
Ebenezer loseph, the President Bishop of
the Methadist Church in S0 Lanka stated

2

that hindrance to the Christian witness has
been due to the "us vs them™ approach
which should be removed for the unity
of Asian evangelism and missional wit-
ness that can strengthen God's mission in
Agia Father Gilbert Aranha, a representa-
tive from the FABC, emphasized the need
to see the spark of truth while engaging
in evangelization in & multi-religion. He
writes, "While evangelizing, it is the duty
of every Christian to recognise the “spark
of truth™ in every religion, the spark that
langs for the "fullness of Truth™ which is
Jesus Christ. For this interreligious dia-
lague is 3 sine qua norR.”

Kanthamanes, the representative of AEA,
in her presentation on "Our Evangelical
Tazks in Asia”, stated that “Our common
tazk is transformative evangelizing, wit-
nessing and holistic disciple-making” Rew
Tan Tek-in, of the Presbyterian Church
in Taiwan, emphasized the challenges
posed by the prosperity gospel in Taiwan
which = becoming a comtentious under-
current in evangelistic methods, In the
multi-religlous context of Thal-Myanmar
refugee lives, Saw Kay Ray Moe, from the
Thai-Myanmar Border, pinpointed the im-
portance of mutuzl respect in mission. He
added, "There is no problem in sharing the
pospel but we still need to respect each
one's beliefs and celebrate each other’s
religious ceremonies.”

Christina Papazoglou from Greece who
works with the UN Refuges Apency, Linit-
ed Mations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR), interacted with this presenta-
fion to understand how evangelism could
be carried out in a refugee camp whers
people were forced to be and were not
there by choice and in the midst of vulner-
ability and the frustrations of such people



and how they negotiated the government
authorities in this process, In engaging
evangelism and missional witness, Solo-
mon David from United Arab Emirates,
reinforced the importance of cooperation
with other religious communities engaging
in interreligious advocacy towards justice,
the common good and, wherever possible,
standing together in solidarity with people
in situations of conflict.

The following are some affirmations and
insights arising from the consultation that
capture the essence of evangelism and
missional witness in Asian contexts:

= Asian context needs a paradigm shift.
& shift froms the inherited evangelical
and mission paradigm to a multi-reli-
gious paradigm. The Churches in &sia
inherited an exclusive evangelical and
missiclogical  theological  paradigm
that has created religious intolerance
in the mult-religions contexts, This
zad legacy is one of the root causes of
refigious intolerance as it maintains an
air of supericrity over all the other re-
ligions, and negates all other worship
as idalatry, This paradigm Is no longer
relevant in the Asian mult-religious
contexts,

»  Multi-religious Asla needs to take
wider ecumenism seriously, This
means that evangelism and mission
must be contextualized to meet the
needs of Asla, Departure from the tra-
diticnal paradigm will lead us to a wid-
er ecumenical paradigm that goes be-
yond the traditional and reaches the
multifaith and mult-religious context
in Asia,

= Mission as building the kingdom here
and now on earth, The traditienal un-
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derstanding of mizcion as church plant-
ing and development is inadequate.
The shift is needed to understand mis-
slon as the ushering in of the kingdom
of God by engaging in the process of
doing justice in all spheres - social, po-
litical, economic, religious and ecolog-
ical,

Holistic multidimensional avange-
lism and missional witness: BMission
and Evangelism in Asia must be mul-
bdimensional and holistic in its nature
and paradigms. Mot only the vertical
dimension but the horizontal dimen-
sion must also be materialized. In the
midst of the experiences of suffering
apd resistance, mission and evange-
lism must focus on the oppressed and
suffering people in Asia.

The necessity of removing the impact
of colonialism and imperialism: Those
of other faiths are still Identifying
Christianity as a western religion be-
cause mosk of Asian countries are seen
o have received Christlanity from the
weest although Christianity originated
in #sia and spread to European coun-
tries. This perception hinders evange-
lism and rmissional witness in Asia and
wiys 1o end this colonlal colour in our
praxis angd theology must be further
studied.

Proselytization, intra-proselytization
and counter-evangelism: It is ob-
served that proselytization among ma-
jar religions and intra-proselybization
within Christianity hawve been taking
place. As a reaction to this, there are
counter-evangetism Iinibatives by oth-
er refigions such as Hindus and Bud-
dhists in some Asian countries today,

23



Presgramme Hapor 2018

Hon 1@ Lol A irmpai el sl 1 Ui La-plpari = R

L]

20

Promoting the ecumenical movement:
It is clear that 3 strong ecumenical
movement has developed in our pil-
grimage in evangelization and mis-
sional witness in Asla and the world,

Future theological paradigm on
evangelism and mission: Guidelines
for further evangelical and missional
witness were explored by addressing
emerging cencerns and contemporary
issues related to evangelism and mis-
siom.



2.
ECUMENICAL LEADERSHIP FORMATION

AND ECUMENICAL SPIRITUALITY

Dbjectives
# To assist the ecumenical formation of & new generation of leadership In
churches and ecumenical coancils in Asia;

= Todevelop human resources committed to the renewal of ecumenical
spirituality and understanding Christian tradition;

*  Toprovide ecumenical space for sharing spiritual [ife among membe
churches and mational councils in-asia,
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Asian Ecumenical Fellowship
(AEF)

The AEF, a residential programme (s de-
signed to assist research scholars, ecumen-
ists, activists, theologians and ecumenical
practfioners from churches, ecumenical
arganisations and institutions halling from
a wide range of disciplines and sectors,
Asian Ecumenical Fellows are given oppor-
tunities to avail the facilities and resources
at the CCA headquarters for their study,
research, and reflections. Rev Prince
Devanandan of the Methodist Church in
Hew Zealand spent a month in Chiang Mai
as part of his Sabbatical (16 January = 16
February 2019). Mr. Levi Vasconcelos Pin-
to of lgreja Protestante iha Timar Lorosa'e
also availed the AEF and spent time at CCA
Headguarters for his research related to
decolonisation of East Timor and ecumen-
ical solidarity during the struggle of the
peaple for East Timor's independence (14
May—1 June 2019).

Ecumenical Enablers’
Training in Asia (EETA)
13-15 May 2019 7 Phnain Penh,
Cambodia

The Ecumenical Enablers’ Training in Asia
for pastors and church leaders of the
Churches in Cambodia was organised by
the CCA in collaboration with the KCC
on the theme “Our Servanthood and Ac-
companiment with the People of Cambao-
diz". It was held at the KCC headquarters
in Phrorn Penh from 13 1olb5 May 2019,
Training programmes for pasters and lead-
ers from local compregations have been
organized by CCA in Cambodia annually
since 2015,

The purpose of the training was to pro-
mote ecumenical theological education
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and leadership development in Cambedia.
It aimed at providing theological vision for
the churches and younger generation of
the church leaders and to encourage and
strengthen churches to be in solidarity
with the broken and wulnerable commu-
nities,

The programime was. attended by 43 par-
ticipants from local congregations of Pres-
byterian, Methodist, Baptist, Indepen-
dent, Pentecostal and Protestant Churches
hailing from eight provinces of Cambodia:
Bartambang, Banteaymeanchey, Kampong
Spue, Kampot, Kandal, Phnom Penh, Siem
Reap, and Svayrieng.

The training programme consisted of vari-
ous sessions addressing different perspec-
bives on the main themes with focus on
Biblical and Theological basiz of Servant-
hood; Participating in God's mission as ser-
wants; Emerging challenges and concerns
in Cambodia and Christian response; Belng
the Church in selidarity with the broken
communities in Cambodia; Building peace-
ful communities in Cambodia as God's
Mission; and Servanthood in God's mis-
sion of healing the wounded and valnera-
ble people, Together with a three-member
CCA staff team, the training was facilitated
by Rev. Sok New, Rev. Thath Pheakdey, and
Serey Vuthy Keo.

Reyv. Sok Mey, an ecumenically traiped
young leader stated, "Churches in Cam-
bodia have gone through a hard plight in
the past and nowadays we witness enor-
mous growth of Christian community in
Cambodia, Howewver, it is also true that our
churches are fragmented and divided, Lack
of unity within the Chrisfian community is
a challenge we are facing in our churches.”
Rew. Bok Mev translated the Mission State-
ment of the CCA which was adopted in
Yangon in 2017 into the Khmer language



and thiz was distributed to all participants.

“We have been taking the support we have
received from foreign missionaries in the
past decades for granted. It is now time
to equip our capacities and propagate the
message of the gospel by ourselves, and
not be dependent on others,” added Rew.
Chann 5ok, a pastor from Slem Reap’s rural
congregation,

Rev. Grace Moon, Programme Coordina-
tor of CCA reminded the participants, "We
Enow well what trials the churches in Cam-
bodia have bad to undergo in the past,
When you have long terms of war, iscla-
tion, poverty, trauma, and marginalization,
our Lord God also suffers with your people
and hears your cries. Now, it is God's call
to the churches In Cambodia to stand up
together hand in hand, to strengthen your
ecumenical spirit of unity and to serve the
people who are wounded and marginal-
ized

The biblical and theological basis of ser-
vanthood leading to transformation to-
wards societies and communities with its
thealogical vision being bazed on the Azia
Mission Slatement was presented, In pre-
senting its liberative aspect, Rev. Dr Ngur
Lizna of CCA said, "Poverty, injustice, and
inequality are all man-made problems, and
miust be ocvercome by an act of justice that
comes from God through the transforming
Gaspel” He added, "As we are God's cho-
sen people and called to serve the people,
we are the agents of witnessing the Gos-
pel, and transforming the wounded com-
munity to the fullness of life where peace
with justice prevails.”

Rev. Or. Chuleepran, a Programme Consul-
tant of CCA, spoke on the topic "Our Ser-
vanthood for Reconciliation and Healing:
Pastoral Ministry of Churches as Careglv-
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ers”, and encouraged the participants to
be servants of God's reconciliation and
healing in the wounded societies and com-
munities in Cambodia. She highlighted the
importance of churches' role to afirm the
servanthood as caregivers and healers and
ko be in selidarity with the broken and di-
vided comrmunities,

Rev. Thath Phaekdey, the resource person
from Cambodia, discussing the role of the
Churches in Cambodia towards serving
the broken and vulnerable communities,
focused on the ministry of Churches in the
midst of the lingering issues such as pover-
ty, lack of pure water, deforestation, drug
trafficking and abuse, LBGTQ issues, and
human trafficking. He admitted that “The
imvelvement of the Church has been inad-
equate untll today,” and added that “The
Church needs to find local resources to
work and move forward”

4 young participant of the training, Sem
Srey Srose from Battambong remarked at
the end of the session that, "Although we
are the youngest among the participants,
we think we are eligible to be part of this
training since we are yowth leaders and
all serving our churches as Sunday school
teachers. | am very happy to atbend this
training, especially learning a new way of
reading and interpreting the Bible in our
lacal contest™.

The parbicipants recognised the increasing
need for constant accompaniment of the
CCA with the people and churches in Cam-
bodia, and they scught increased support
In the form of ecumenical accompaniment
as a priosity in the future, A follow-up pro-
gramme is indeed neceszary for the es-
tablishment of the future of the ecumen-
ical movement in Cambodia. One aof the
Church leaders, Mr, Qungchay Soklay, the
President of the Cambodia Business Asso-
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clation, stated, “"Churches in Cambadia are
being controlled by foreign missions, This
has been weakening the unity of the exist-
ing Churches. Cambodian Churches need
to take more steps towards the ecumeni-
cal movement for the unity of the Church
in the future and develop ecumenism to
break out of the existing denominations.
We need to take a new step towards the
unity of the churches in Cambodia for ec-
umenism.”

Asla Sunday 2019
2 lune 2019

The theme of the Asia Sunday-2019 was
“Stateless amd Trafficked People: Our
Co-Pilgrims”, Member churches and coun-
cils of the CCA in different parts of Asia
observed the Asia Sunday on 2 June 2019,

Asia Sunday is observed every year on
the Sunday before Pentecost, which coin-
cides with the official inauguration of the
CCA, Azia Sunday ebservance focuses ona
particular theme every yvear and reminds
member churches and councils, as well as
other partmer churches and ecumenical
arganisations around the world to reflect
an a spedfic Asian lssue/theme,

A four-member staff team led by the Gen-
eral secretary of CCA, Dr. Mathews George
Chunakara participated in the special ecu-
menical service organised by the churches
in Taiwan far the Asia Sunday observance
on 2 June. The service was held at the Che-
Lam (Chi-Man) Presbyterian Church in Tai-
pei city,

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara delivered
the sermon based on the biblical texts Le-
viticus 1%9:34, Exodus 23:9 and Ephesians
2:19, and highlighted the various aspects
in relation to the contexts of the stateless

a0

and trafficked people wha are forced to
live as strangers and allens in every situ-
ation, While illustrating the situation of
statelessness and human trafficking in the
present context, Dr. Mathews Georga Chu-
nakara foregrounded the fallowing:

n  The stateless and trafficked people wha
are forced to be in our midst are aliens
as they are not considered natives even
in their original land, but are treated
as strangers. We know the feelings of
an afien who stands in front of us as a
stranger,

s Statelessmess and human trafficking
are often intertwined and are grave
and widespread human rights prob-
lems in the contemporary world, Both
Issues have even been linked through
the common daim that statelessness
puts a person at greater risk of becom-
ing & victim of trafficking.

o Millions of Asians, including women
and children, are at risk of being state-
less and trafficked as migrant workers
both within and outside the region.
Stateless persons who are not rec-
cgnised as nationals by any state have
no nationality or citizenship and they
live inwvulnerable situations.

« A5 stateless people living in particular
geagraphical areas are not protected
by any national legislation, the con-
sequences of their situations of state-
lessness are profound. Statelessness af-
facts all aspects of life and is 3 massive
proklem for the twelve million stateless
people located in different parts of the
workd, These people became stateless
due to various circumstances, mostly as
a result of the denial of citizenship.

s The persecution of ethnic minorities



and discrimination of indigenous peo-
ple and other vulnerable groups exists,
There are also individuals who become
stateless due to personal croumstanc-
= and ethnic, religious or political rea-
zons due to which they flee to neigh-
bouring countries.

#  Stateless people exist in most Asian
countries, 40% of the jdentified state-
lezs population of the world lives in
Asia and the Pacfic

= Today, trafficking in persons thrives as
modern-day slavery, There are nearly
36 million wickims of human trafficking
worldwide, of which 23.5 million, near-
Iy tewo-thirds, are from Asia.

+ As the consequences and Impacts of
statelessness and human trafficking are
enormous, the Christian response war-
rants that we address this menace as
an urgent priority. A the human family
that is intimately connected and inter-
dependent, it is important te care for
migrants, trafficked, and stateless.

# There are numerous issues linked to
the movement of people within and
beyand borders, especially the ram-
pant rise of inequality, ethnocentrism,
racism, violence and extreme nation-
alism. All these dehumanising factors
are wvisible, evident, and happening in
our midst today, and are degrading the
image of God and the basic dignity de-
served by every human being created
in the image of God.

The Asia Sunday service was led by Pres-
byterian Church in Taiwan [PCT) General
Secretary Rew. Lyim Hong-Tiong, Che-Lam
Church senior pastor Rev, Huang Chun-
Sheng and PCT Ecumenical Relations Sec-
retary Rew, Lian Chin-5Siong.
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Churches in South Korea ohierved Acia
Sunday on 16 June 2019 ot Gwanghyun
Methodist Church, The National Councl of
Churches in Korea {MCCK) coordinated and
crganised a special Asia Sunday service.
The MCCK translated the liturgy of Asia
Sunday in Korean language and distribut-
ed it to all member churches and Christian
creanisations in Korea. The Asia Sunday
service was conducted by Rew. Eyrie Kim,
Chairperson of CCA Programme Camrmit-
tee and the sermon was delivered by Rev,
Dr. Ahn Jae-woong, a former General Sec-
retary of CCA. In his sermon, Rev. Dr. &hn
stated, “The issues of statelessness and
human trafficking are not just ane of the
news in otheér foreign nations. Their pain
and tears are our pain and tears, and we
should embrace our sisters and brothers
in the margins of our society with the lowve
of lesus Christ who said "lowve your neigh-
bours as yourself’, Itis so relevant that CCA
is focusing on the theme of stateless and
trafficked people in Asia on Asia Sunday.
Let us pray and join hands to advocate for
the rights of the stateless and wictims of
human trafficking.”

AEWA Preparatory Meeting and
Staff Visit to Taiwan

I=-5 lune 2019, Taiwan

A four-member CCA staff team fed by the
General Secretary visited Talwan from 1-5
June, 2019, The General Secretary was ac-
companied during the visit by programme
coordinators Rew. lung Eun Moon, O Ron-
ald Lalthanmawia, and Rasiana Purnomao.
The delegation had detailed discussions
with the local host commitiees about the
preparations for the forthcoming AEWA of
CCA.

k|
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The CCA delegation alsa met with heads
of CCA member churches and the nation-
al council of churches, and had dialogues
on changing ecumenical and ecclesiastical
landscapes inm Taiwan and other parts of
Asia,

The delegatton also engaged in discussions
with member churches about Talwanese
churches’ ministry among the migrants
and indigenous people, social develop-
ment, and diaconal ministries of churches,
interreligious dialogue and religious free-
darm, a5 well as efforts for building peace
and harmony among people and commus-
nities. Visit to a HIV/AIDE advocacy and
shelter project was also part of the pro-
gramme of the defegation

Various mestings were held with the
heads of member constituencies of CCA
in Taiwan which included Rew. Lyim Hong-
Tiong, General Secretary of the PCT; Rt
Rew, David |.H Lai, the Primate of Tahsan
Episcopal Chureh; Rev. Cormelius Liu, Exec-
utive Secretary of the Methodist Church
in the Republic of China; and Fr. Otfried
Chan President of the Mational Council of
Churches in Tamwan, who is also Secretary
General of Chinese Regional Bishops’ Con-
ference.

Youth Leadership Development

Training in Cambodia
15-15 dune 2013 Phnom Penh, Cambadia

A Youth Leadership Development Training
programme was organised by CCA in col-
laboration with the KCC on the theme “Let
there be no strife between you and me"
The training was held at the KCC headguar-
ters in Phnom Penh from 15=16 lune 2019,
Farty—five participants from five provinces
of Cambodia Battambang, Eampong Spue,
kampot, Kandal, and Phnom Penh attend-
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ed the training. The training focused on
building the capacity of young pecple in
Cambodia to become future ecumenical
leaders and to help them rediscover their
identity as young Christians im Cambio-
dia’s multi-religious context. The Christian
young people in Cambodia brought vast
cpportunities as well as complex challeng-
es especially in the Christian context.

Cambodia, a country that recovered from
three decades of civil war and isolation is
now undergoing rapid economic growth
and with it, tremendous social changes.
The challenges which young Cambodians
face are overwhelming. More and more
students leave school to find jobs to sup-
port thelr basic needs. They migrate to
urban centres, exposing them to new risks
and wulnerabilities, High-risk behaviour,
especially among marginalized and wul-
nerable youth, is exposing young people
o sexual reproductive health risks, HY
and A0S, pender-based vielenoe and drisg
abuse,

Several topics such as "Cambodia’s Mation-
al Youth Situation; issues and Challenges,”
“Dvercoming Challenges: Christian Youth
Ernpowerment — faith, values & tradition,”
"Embracing Diversity: Servant Leadership
and Other Leadership Concepts,” and
“Building a Just Society: Cambodia’s Chris-
tian Youth VWolces on Social 1sswes” wers
covered,

Rev. Sok Mev, an ecumenically trained
voung theoclogian from Cambodia stated
that: “Such youth leadership development
programme |5 very Hmely and relevant
for the church youth of Cambodia as they
are facing a lot of challenges especially in
dealing with socistal issues such as educa-
tion and wremployment that leads them
to have mental health issues.” He hopes
that after the training, it will give the par-



ticipants confidence and hope to keep
continuing their work in the church while
contributing to the Cambodian society as
a whole.

The wyouth participants of CCA's and
KCC's wouth leadership development pro-
gramme affirmed their integral rele in the
church and soclety. They recognised that
their faith should be nurtured so that their
vision of a wibrant and dynamic church
would ke realized. They affirmed that their
dynamism as Christian youth will bring
new perspectives and new ideas in build-
ing a brighter future not just for the church
but for the society.

Asian Ecumenical Institute (AE)
1-30 fuly 2012 / Chiohg Mal, Thailond

The AEl, an annual esumenical formation
and leadership development training pro-
gramme, was held from 1=30 luly 20149,
Twenty—four parficipants sslected from
churches in nine countries and regions in
Asia attended the month-long programme.

Focused on the theme, "Ecumenical Pil-
grimage of Struggle for Peace with Jus-
fice in Aska AEI 2019 aimed at training a
new generabion of young Asian ecumeni-
cal leaders, equipping and enabling them
with the tools to productvely contribute
to the ecumenical movement. The course
autling ard contents of the programme
were designed to help participants ervi-
sion a wider ecumenism in the context of
struggle for peace with justice.

AEI 2019 saw a diverse faculty line-up of
renowned ecumenists, theologlans, social
wiarkers, and academicians, They included
Dr. Wesley 5 Ariarajah ([Emeritus professor
and former WCC Staff], Dr. Eh Tar Gay {Vice
President of Myanmar Institute of Theol-
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ooyl Rew Dr. B C Thomas |Professor of
Systemic Theology at the Believers Church
Serninary), Rev. Dr Binsar Pakpahan {Lec-
turer at Jakarta Theological Seminary),
Rew. Dr Pradit Takerngrangszarit {former
President and Dean of MoGilvary Collegs
of Divinity}, Dr, Saw Alwyn [Dean of Kaw
Thoo Lal Karen Baptist Bible School], Dr.
Le Ngoc Bich Ly (Professor at Insitute of
Religion, Cufure, and Peace), Yen. O
Phramaha Boonchuay Doojai {Mahachu-
lalongkorn Rajavidyalaya University), Mr
Jelvas Musau [UN High Commissioner for
Refugees), Ms. Heather Jameson and ks,
La Aw [Consultants at International lus-
tice Mission). The in-house members of
the teaching faculty included CCA General
Secretary Dr Mathews George Chunakara,
Rev. Dr. Chuleepran Srisoontorn, Rew. Jung
Eun Moon, Dr. Reynaldo Ty, Rew. Dr Mgur-
ligna, Dr. Ronald Lalthanmawia, and Ms.
Rasiana Purnema.

The training helped the parBcipants to
ergage themseblves in 3 wide range of
activities, presentations, panels, and the-
matic discussions. They also Iimmersed
themselves In grassroats exposure visits,
self-guided study, daily devotion, proup
presentations, and preparation of special
assignments.

As part of the exposure visits, the AE| par-
ticipants visited the Suan Dok Buddhist
temple, at Mahachulalongkorn Bajavidya-
laya University as well as the first church
to be established in the city of Chiang Mai.
For & session on "Interfaith Partnership
in Building Harmonious Community”, the
participants entered a lively dialogue with
Vern, Dr Phramaha Boonchuay Doojai,
followed by 3 “Monk Chat” session with
ywoung Buddhist novices and monks at Wat
Suan Dok. This on-ground experience was
veb another space for the AEl participants
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to appreciate the unigqueness of Asia’s re-
ligions.

AN exposune trip was organised o Chiang
Rai, Mae 5a3i, and Mae Ai districts, and to
the Thai-Myanmar border. They visited the
Development and Education Prograrmme
for Daughters and Communities Centre
{DEFDC] for stateless and trafficked chil-
dren and the Grace Home for children. In
both places, they learnt of the struggles of
stateless young people and the issues re-
lated to their legal Identity. In a conversa-
fion with Fr. Sompop lantraka, the fou nder
of DEPDC, the participants were able to
understand the pioneering work among
children,

Rev, Romella Robinson, an ardained min-
ister from Pakistan, shared her experience
as an AEl participant saying, *I have learnt
a lot from this course, particularly because
of the informative and thoughs-provok-
ing AEI syllabus, These issues need more
consideration in my own conbext 5o that
decision-making is done with an informed
awareness, Peace and justice are not only
a concern of human beings but entails all
of creation, Re-reading the Bible with dif-
ferent lenses and perspectives challenged
me to look differently at opinicns | had
formed so far within my culture, history,
tradition, and values."”

Stephannle Mayores, a participant from
the Philippines dresw an interesting anal-
ogy. She described the AEl as a “sacred
space’, where she shed "the sandals of
pride and arrogance; the sandals of mis-
conception, prejudice, and exclusiveness;
and the sandals of ignorance, apathy and
silence”, which facilitated her moving even
closer to God’s truth of peace and justice,
“I was moved to take off my sandals of
merely remaining sitent and apathetic to
the struggles of my Asian people, and now
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instead, | will put on the shoes of learn-

ing the art of being mindful and doing my
best,” she said.

Saurabh Khobragade, from the Mational
Council of Churches in India, described the
AEl az “"yet another opportunity offered
by the CCA for young ecumenical leaders
ta enhance their individual capacities and
leadership qualities, which can aid in work-
ing effectively and progressively towards
bringing more praxis-oriented changes in
Asia”,

The AEl eguipped the parbopants with
the necessary tools and theological an-
chaoring to combat the issues faced in their
local contexts, contributing greatly to their
ecumenical formation, The parbicipants
have established peer-to-peer networks to
learn, share, and collaborate meaningfully
in the commaon pilgrimage of peace and
justice,

Asiaon Ecumenical Women's As-

sembly (AEWA)
21-27 Movember 2018 / Hsinchu, Taiwan

Maore than 250 representatives of church-
esfcouncils and ecumenical organisations/
institutions from Asia gathered in Taiwan
and became part of the first major ecu-
menical women's meet—the AEWH

The AEWA was held in Hsinchu, Talwan
from 21-2 7 Movember 2019 on the thame,
“Arise, be Awake to Reconcile, Renew and
Restore the Creation". Hosted by the PCT,
AEWA was Asia’s first historic woemen's
gathering of this scale in Askan ecumenical
history which enabled the Asian Christian
women to be prime partners in God's mis-
sion of healing the wounded and the bro-
ken world and to be catalysts of reconcili-
ation, repewal and restoration of creation.



Archbishop Dr. Willemn Simarmata, CCA
Moderstor in his inaugural address said,
¥l see the reality of our global Christian-
ity, especially in Asia, that the churches
have been transformed into ‘churches of
wornen', The power of women s extraor-
dinary in determining the future direction
of Christianity"”

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara the Gener-
al Secretary of CCA in his introductory ad-
dress said, "Improvements in the status of
women are evident in different fields, and
these transformations have been mace
possible by strengthened institutions and
legal systems, demographic transitions,
and a more dynamic civil society, Howew-
er, we are on the trajectory towards a less
inclusive and more unequal workd ©

While articulating the expected cutcome
of AEWA, and his vision to organise a ma-
Jjorecumenical women’s assembly the OC&
General Secretary stated that organising
AEWA waz not aimed at merely address-
ing gender representation within church-
es5, but to reflect and strategize ways in
which church and society can be further
sensitised, He appealed 1o the parficipants
of the ecumenical gathering saying, "It is
our collechive task to create conditions for
identifying, motivating, building, and en-
abling a diverse range of women leaders
to hane their talents and bear formidable
challenges. To reconcile is to renew and re-
store relationships. AEWA offers the space
to interpret the multiple meanings of the
theme and apply them practically in our
contemporary contexts”.

Rev. Kyrie Kim, the Moderator of the CCA's
Programme Committes, Rew Lyim Hong-
Tiong, the General Secretary of PCT, and
Rew, Lien Chang-Mei, PCT's Programme
Secretary and also the host convener, ex-
tended greetings at the opening session.,
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Rew. D Henriette Hutabarat Lebang, Chair-
person of the Persekutuan Gereja-gereja
di Indonesia (PG and a former General
Secretary of the CCA delivered a homily in
the Opening Worship of AEWA based on
the text lsaiah 32:9-20 in which zhe de-
scribed the biblical text as a "disturbing
call to repentance”, stating that the com-
plexity and interconnected ness of today's
problems inherently affect everyone. Dus
to growing pelarisation, competition, and
pervasive individualism, the "whole cre-
ation is suffering due to the greed of a few
pecple who exploit all others and nature
beyond its limit” she added. "In this Asian
Ecumenical Waomen's Aszembly, we are
called by the prophet lsaiah to pause for
a while, ta look at the face of cur world
today, the suffering of many people due to
imjustices,” said Dr. Lebang to the partici-
pants.

A young Talwanese Iindigenous woman
theclogian Vavauni Ljaljegean delivered
the first thematic presentation on "Arise,
Be Awake to Reconcile, Renew, and Re-
store the Creation™ She illustrated paral-
lels from the story of the “wvoiceless Tamar
in her suffering” and the suffering of In-
digenous women in Taiwan, “Like Tamar, 3
voung lady who had suffered from the loss
of dignity, Taiwanese indigenous women
suffer. No one hears thelr crying; even their
closest brothers and family wouldn't hear
their cries and woices” These indigenous
women are actually marginalized even in
their families. There is no one caring for
thelr suffering,” thus narrated the forth-
right waman theclogian about the ongo-
ing injustice faced by the Taiwanese indig-
encus people. Explaining the systemic and
systematic oppression of the indigenous
people, Vavauni also visualized the dal-
Iy realities many indigenous women face
as victims of trafficking and forced pros-
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fitution. "lndigenous women sxperience
‘strongly  doubled marginalization’ and
‘collective stipmatisation’. Their inherent
gender coupled with male chauvinizm and
outmoded philosophies relegates them as
the zilent minority,” she pinpointed, and
implored participants asking, "Where |5
the voice of Taiwan Indigenous girls on this
journey of justice? Where is their crying in
the miserable history of my people? Their
voices are still unheard, but their crying is
clear to my ears” According te Vavauni,
the aim of reconciliation was to reveal the
truth which was covered and obscured, to
heal those who suffer from the realifies of
injustice, and to transform those wound-
ed to be recovered In the love of Christ,
“Therefore, without truth, there is no true
reconciliation; without justice, there is no
reconciliation,” afirmed Vavauni.

Dir. Sawako Fujiwara, a feminist theologian
fram the Mational Christian Council in Ja-
pan (NCCJ), spoke on the sub-theme "Be
Awake to Reconcile”. "Reconciliation haz
to be understood not just as a biblical-tra-
diticnal category of ecclesial discourse,
but as a principle that guides Christian
life and service, Thus, the brokenness of
aur communities needs to be discerned
and tirelessly addressed by women,” said
Dr, Sawako Fujiwara. She called upon the
participants to be agents of reconclliation,
to reconcile with their sisters first, then to
share what they witness with their broth-
ers, and finally be catalysts for the recon-
ciliation of the whole commumnity. “We
need 1o ensure the safety and security of
all i aur eommunities, and realize the full
participation of all, regardless of gender or
sexual identity. We need to properly focus
attention on transwomen wha too often
remain ignored in our soclety, knowingly
aF unkrowingly.”

36

Celivering an address on the sub-thems
"Be Awake to Renew”, Dr, Deldre Palmer,
President of the Uniting Church in Austra-
lia said, "Many of our churches are inclu-
sive in their thealogy and approaches to
mirnistry but there are still sisters in Christ,
those in other relighous communities, and
the wider society who experience discrime-
ination.” In her presentation, she remind-
ed all churchwomen of their call, which
was to stand in solidarity with all wom-
en, advocating for equality and justice for
them, and contributing to the renewal not
cnly of our churches but our world and the
whaole creation.

Dr. Deidre Palmer elaborated wpon the
need for renewal of the participation of
women as disciples, apostles, and leaders
in the Church, which had been present in
the lesus movement and the early years of
Christianity. She emphasized that rensw-
al emerged in the partnership of women
and rmen, and that being awake to remewal
included listening deeply to one another.
the spoke of the significance of an inter-
generational community where the young
and the old were a source of nurture and
encouragermnent to each other,

Rey, frepe Umbu Lolo, a young woman
theologian from Indonesia’s far-flung and
remote Sumba region, delivered the fourth
thematic presentaticn on the fourth day of
AEWA. She spoke on the sub-theme "Be
dwake to Restore”. She drew parallels be-
tween the experiences of women weavers
in her native Sumba and the restorative
actions of God, "The patriarchal social
and cultural systems put men in prima-
ry positions with spedal rights as owners
and leaders, while women are categarised
as second-class citizens and their lives
are controlled by men, However, Sum-
ba's women weavers respond to vialence



with non-viclence and resizst in a concilia-
tory manner, They have proved that they
are problem-solvers and peacemakers,”
explained Rev Irene. In her presentation,
Rev Irene elucidated the symbaolism and
meaning of weaving as a rectorative pro-
cess, "For Sumba, weaving |5 the process
which entalls empowering those who are
part of it to restore their communities, re-
store nature, and restore their own inner
peacs” The act of collective creation, she
sald, was vital to the process of peaceful
restoration,

In the panel presentations on “Towards
Caring and Sustaining the Creation”, Ester
Damaris Walla Wunga from Indonesia, in
a powerful and moving presentation, ex-
paunded on the life and position of wom-
en in her region Sumba, and the conditions
that pushed many into a life of hardship
and misery. "Women are the most vul-
nerable to discrimination, viclence, and
exploitation in Sumba” she said. She also
called on the church to break its silence
and emphasized the importance of edu-
cation in empowering women to say Mol
to violence in all its forms, in fighting an
oppressive culture, and in being able to
speak for themselves,

Suganthenee Miles from Sri Lanka gave a
compelling presentation on the threats
and problems plaguing the environment
in the 21" century, and she reiterated that
humans had a God-given responsibility to
be caretakers of the creation and not de-
strovyers.

Lending a unique Buddhist perspective on
the theme, Venerable leungmoon, a South
¥orean Buddhist nun spoke of the need to
find, reconcile, and redefine the true po-
tential of the self as creation; this was es-
sential in order to understand the creation
around us better, The young Buddhist nun
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fram the Mahayana tradition provided an
interesting analogy of a rainbow to under-
stand the self, wherein the combination of
seven colours created a beautiful phenome-
enon becauss each component possessed
its o individuality,

Rev. Dr. leaneth H. Faller from the Philip-
pines affirmed, “Te sustain God's creation,
we go beyond merely protecting the phys-
ical environment. More importantly, we
need to aim at creating a human ecology
which makes the exlstence of every crea-
ture more dignified, protecting the radical
good of life in all its manifestations, and
preparing for future generations and en-
vironments that are closer to that which
God planned,” She also spoke about the
painfully arrogant and human-centric per-
spective of people that had led to the de-
generation of creaticn and the disruption
of the Circle of Life.

The sscond panel presentation of tha
AEWA brought various perspectives from
four major faiths in Asia —Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism and Christianity. In a panel fo-
cusing on “Towards Murturing Spirituality
and Wholeness of Life”, the four panellists
drew from the ethos and values of their re-
spective religious traditions and expressed
valuahble insights.

O, Dewi Candraningrum, an |slamic theo-
logical scholar, shared reflections as a fem-
inist Muslim woman theologian, “Feminist
spirituality is a grassroots religious move-
ment inside and outside established reli-
glon that reclaims power, value, and digni-
by of women wha strive for equality, £ a
commitrnent ta bringing about in oneself
and in the world an alternative vision of
justice and equality for all." Dr Dewi ex-
plained that a pereonal spiritual gquest was
ermpowering, love-centred, and lay af the
heart of human transformation. Accord-

L)



Presgramme Report 2018

Py B m Db iy i Bcmepomi v il e Do jdpaa m fata

ing to Dr. Dewi, personal transformation
helped in healing collective trauma, and
an inward spiritual transformation was a
means of reclaiming one's identity.

%r. Elaine Seow, a Roman Catholic nun from
Verbum Dei, shared her insights in & series
of delightful anecdotes. "The Impulse to
nurture one’s spirituality stems from the
human exstertial need for “something
more’, from the longing for something
transcendental. In this process, the trans-
formation of the self leads to the transfor-
mation af the community.” 5 Elaine noted
that reconciliation, renewal, and resto-
ration were stages in achieving higher lev-
els of spirituality, with each stage necessi-
tating one o courageously allow more of
God's love to transform oneself, It is in this
manner that one feels ulimately fulfilled,

Ranjini Sampath, a Hindu spiritual practi-
tioner and human rights activist, defined
spirituality as the state or quality of be-
ing concerned with ane’s human spirit or
soul as opposed to material or physical
things. “The halimark of a spiritual person
is someone whose highest pricrty is to be
loving to the self and others, & spiritwal
person cares not [ust for fellow human be-
ings, but for the whole creation, A spiritual
person knows that we are all one, and con-
scicusly attempts to homour this oneness”
she said, Ranjinl Sampath explained that
spirituality was to be nurtured and cared
for so that an unbreakable bond is formed
between the heart and the mind. Once an
internal harmomy is secured, one £an then
extend compassion and care to tThe rest of
ereation.

Venerable Prof. Shih Chao-hwei, a Tai-
wansse Buddhist nun presented the wal-
ue of Buddhizt spirituality. According to
Buddhism, the aim of nurturing spiritual-
ity was to eliminate suffering and attain
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happiness, Dbjectivity and detachment as
necessary tools in securing the wholeness
of life, Though paradoxical, she explained
that “meditation offered the perfect space
for demonstrating objectivity and detach-
ment coupled with an sxtremely high
sense of perception and self-awareness”,

Analysing and presenting their respective
Asian contexts of struggle for peace with
justice and women’s participation, four
panellists stressed the need for collective
engagement In advocacy in the session
on “Towards Parbcipation and Solidarity
in Struggle for Peace with Jusbice”. Helen
Grace Salatandre Paris from the United
Church of Christ in the Philippines empha-
sized the need for Asian women to "devel-
op own remedies for conflict management
and resolution to pursue justice, contain
conflick and replace violence and war with
peaceful and effective means to address
injustices and resolve disputes”, She reit-
erated that solidarity required that people
think and act in terms of the obligations as
members of a global community, despite
differences of race, religion, or nationality.

Rew. Hemalatha lohn from the C% bhazed
her preséntation on the re-réading of the
Scripture from a womanist perspective to
reveal the role of women and men in vi-
clence and peace. “The need of the hour
today is the discerning ability of the Wise
Werman as in the book of || Samuel. We
liwe in a world filled with war and conflicts;
women from every city must take courage
to initiate and participate in conversations
during antagonizing situations and peo-
ple”, Rev, Hemalatha told the participants,

Focusing on women in labour migration
and the mult-layer struggles of migrant
domestic workers in Hong Kong, Yusrmiati
Vistamnika Wangka, who works among mi-
grant women workers in Hong Kong shed



light an the struggles of migrant work-
ers as well as the factors that affect the
feminization of migration to Hong Kong.
Touching on the role of the Church in this
matter, Yusmiath encouraged churches to
raise awareness about migrant workers
issues and disseminate information about
safe migratton and the risk of human traf-
ficking.

The last panel session of the AEWA was
amn the topic "Towards ensuring an Inclu-
sive leadership in Church and Society”, in
which examples and experiences of wom-
en in leadership from different Asian con-
texts were shared.

Rev, Dr. Eun Ha Kim from ¥orea took the
participants through the history of &sian
warmen's participation in the ecumenical
movement and called for new strategies
for women leadership to emerge in church
and society

Rev, Romella Robinson from Pakistan
shared a moving testimony on the many
challenges of Christian women in her
country. She shared the experiences from
her own denomination. Although women
were ordained, they were asked to "stay
sibent as much as possible”, and their gifts
were limited to volunteer work.

Wellorich Anderson Sokhlet from India
zaid that much progress had been made in
the context of increased women’s partici-
patian in her church, However, she noted
that miale leadership always had the final
say, even if women were empowered to
make decisions. Despite her community
being matrilineal, she said that patriarchal
customs had crept into church practice.
Her church had seen the decades-long
struggle for the ordination of women, and
she hoped to see that change in the near
future. She said, “As women, we must
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woice out our support for 2ach other, and
not criticize and bring down anyane, We
must seek first the kingdom of God — righ-
tecuzness and inclusivity will then follow”

An open dialogue with officers of various
women's organisations took place during
@ sesslon on “Towards Revitalising Ecu-
menical Moverment and the Role of Asian
Ecumenical  Women's Organisations”
Panellizts representing wvarious ecumen-
ical organisations shared unigque roles
and contributions of respective women’s
organisations within  Asia’s ecurmenical
journey, and unanimously agreed on the
pressing need for collaboration and joint
action. The respondents opined that more
concerted efforts of collaborations and
COOREraton among Asian Christian wom-
en's organisations need to be ensured by
those who were in the leadership of their
respective organisations in order to aveid
competition amang Asian women's organ-
I5atinns,

Supaporn Yarnasarn President of the
ACWE talked about how the ACWC had
been a space for Asian women ever since
it wias started six decades ago. The organi-
sation was marked by (15 work beyond the
barriers and binaries of women and men,
poor and rich, and racial or cultural differ-
EFCES.

MNirmala Gurung from the World Young
Women's Christian Association delivered
a stirring presentation. “We believe that
when women rise to leadership, they
transform power structures and policies
around human rights, gender egquality,
peace, and justice. When women lead,
they are empowered to address global
agendas of sustainable development,” she
gaid.

Dr. Liza B. Lamis, Executive Secretary of
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the ICFLC spoke of her own passion for
working with women, who, in transform-
ing themselves, transform the world, Rew.
Moumita Biswas from the World Day of
Prayer drew AEWA's attention back to the
transformative power of the simple prayer
and women's participation and leadership
in the prayer movement.

Some participants voiced their thoughts
after listening to the presentations. Eliza-
beth Tapia, who was the first women’s sec-
retary of the CCA, and who was active in
bullding up the Asian ecumenical wamen's
movement starting from the 1970s, asked
if there were common concerns that could
be dealt with, and suggested merging “ef-
forts, resources, and wvolces” towards a
comman gaal.

Emma Alamin Cantor from the Philip-
pines vehemently argued for the need
far networking and collaboration among
such ecumenical organisabions in today's
times, given that the issues which plague
the develeping world almost always dis-
propartionately affect women. She also
emphaszized the need for accompanying
young people on the common ecumenical
journey, Clerisa Varghese from the Indian
Orthodox Church said that ecumenism
was effected into action at individual lev-
elz. AEWA, she said, planted the thought;
it was up to the participants to actualize it.

Rev, Kyung In Kim from the Presbyteri-
an Church in Korea commented that "an
immediate area of attention of all region-
al scumenical women's organizations in
Asia was strengthening and revitalising
the &sian ecumenical movernent by wtilis-
ing all means in a collective manner” She
also said that they had to concentrate the
limited financial and human resources at
their disposal, strengthen their scumeni-
cal partnership in order to strengthen the
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ecumenical action of Asian Christian wom-
er, and avold further fragmentation of the
ecumenical movement,

fcide from thematic and panel presentas-
ticns, three workshop sessions were con-
ducted to facilitate dizlogue among Asian
women on specific concerns and Issues.
The concerns and Issues addressed in the
workshops included: spirituality and wis-
dom of Asian women, eco feminismn and
climate change, wormen in church rinis-
try, migraticn and trafficking of women in
fsia, interfaith marriages, society and cul-
ture, poverty and hunger, reconstruction
of women's bodies, resisting patriarchy
and family values, health and whaleness
of life, also ochiectification, sexualization,
and commodification of women.

The homily at the closing worship was de-
livered by the Vice Moderator of the PCT,
Rew. Abus Takisvilainan, the first female
vice moderator of PCT. Rew. Ahus encour-
aped participants to have perseverance
and renewed faith in God in pursuit of their
tasks and goals. She also appreciated the
CCA for bringing together a diverse group
of intergenerational women to discuss the
pressing concerns of the tme. ey, Abus
also encouraged the participants to learn
about the differences among people to
respect and celebrate their diversities, but
never to rebuke or discriminate against
them.

Bishop Genieve Blackwell of the Anglican
Church of Australia led an ecumenical Holy
Eucharistic Service with the assistance of
a group of intergenerational women rep-
resentatives from various churches across
Asia.

At the conclusion of the Assembly, partic-
ipants adopted a Communigue affrming
the need to stand together in solidarity



towards realizing justice and peace at this
Eabros moment of their planet earth, and
that they were with one vaoice in asserting
‘WD to a culture of violence and exploita-
tion of earth's resources. The Commmuni-
gue stated that humanity is in a8 critical
time when the whole of God's creabion s
groaning due to irresponsible human ac-
tion, greed and continuing discrimination,
vielence and exploitation of women and
chiidren. Without repenting from the sin
of greed, and without reconciling and do-
ing justice to God’s creation, wamen and
the marginalired communities, in partic-
ular, the world will not experience justice
and peace,

The Assembly called all the participants to
rise up and nurture their roles for the liber-
ation of the whale creation and to commit
themselves to work together for upholding
the rights and dignity of all women; initi-
ate common actions to strengthen the ec-
umenical moverment, avold fragmentation
of the women’s movement, and duplica-
tion of programmes and action within the
ecumenical family as they need to work
together for the commoen goal of support-
ing and accompanying wWormen in Asia,
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3.
BUILDING PEACE AND

MOVING BEYOND CONFLICTS

Objactives

* Toanalyse the context of conflicts and develop methodologies of
churches' participation in peacebuiiding; and,

Tor assist churches in thelr inifatives in responding to conflict situations

and raise awareness through interreligiouws platforms to contribute and
sustain pesceful societies.
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Pilgrimage Team Visits in Asia

Under the theme of "Building Peace and
Human Dignity”, the Asia focus of the Pil-
grimage of Justice and Peace (PIP) pro-
gramme of the WCC held its international
reference group meeting at the headguar-
ters of CCA in Chiang Mai from 4=8 March
2019, As a prelude to the PIP reference
group mesting, five Pilgrimage Team Visits
were organised jointly by WCC and CCA,
and CCA facilitated organising those wisits
in collaborations with respective MNation-
al Councils of Churches in Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh, and Myanmar. In order o or-
ganise the Pilgrimage team Visit's [PTV)
a planning and preparatory meeting of
NCC General Secretaries fram these coun-
tries was organised and facilitated by COA
which was held at OCA headquarters in
2018 itself.

Pilgrimage Team Visit to Myan-
mar-Thai Border

27 February — 3 March 2018 / Moe Sotf,
Thailand

The PTV to the Myanmar-Thai border
was directly facilitated and hosted by
CCA which was held fraom 27 February — 3
Mtarch 2019,

The focus of the PTV to the Myanmar-Thai
arder was on refugess, stateless people,
and victims of human trafficking; maost of
whormn are the Karen people from Myan-
mar. The wisit included meetings with
migrants from Myanmar who have been
trafficked to or have escaped to the bor-
der areas of Thalland and Myanmar, and
are housed at refugee camps on the bor-
der, and undocumented migrant workers.
The team also visited the community care
centre, the medical ¢linic, and the refugee
Bible schools.
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While the key abjective of the PTY to the
border was to express solidarity with the
affected persons and affirming an ec-
umenical commitment to them, it was
translated into key outputs in the form
of contextual analyses for the reference
group of the PIR, and proposals of concrete
actions to strengthen the diaconal capaci-
ties of the churches to serve those in need.
Coing so has put this conflict area on the
global map, and has brought glabal atten-
ten ta the yulnerable persans and their
decades-long suffering.

What was most commended by the par-
ticipants were the gifts of faith and hope
that the Karen peocple celebrated. They
demenstrated an innate motivation to re-
sist the difficult circumstances they were
forced into. They celebrated their identi-
ty and history, reclaiming it through their
educational discourse and cultural sym-
bolism, This was despite the wounds they
face — namely, the discrimination of their
children, the trans-generstional trauma,
the constant threat of camp closures, and
the reproduction of domestic and sexual
viokence. Their starles, of course, remain
massively complex,

Thirteen members of WCC PIP reference
group, together with Rev. Grace Moon, Dr.
Reynaldo Ty, and Ms. Patchayotai Boon-
tama from CCA, participated in PTY. Rew
Grace Moon and Dr. Beynaldoe Ty were re-
sponsible for coordinating and facilitating
the FTV to the Myanmar- Thailand border.

Staff visit to Bahrain o learn

about Asian Diaspord.
3=7 Moy 2019 / Bohrain

Az 3 follow-up to the 2018 Acia Regional
Consuitation on "Migration, Trafficking in
Persons, and the &sian Diaspora” in Bang-



kok, Thalland, the representatives of Acian
Diaspora in Bahrin organtsed meetings for
CCA representatives to meet with Asian
Diaspora migrant workers, church leaders,
laity, community service providers, promi-
nent Muslim scholars, and interfaith organ-
isations in the Kingdom of Bahrain in May
2019, This was part of the CCA's efforts
to acoompany the churches and migrant
workers in the Guif region by developing
and nurturing relationships among Asian
Diaspora churches and organisations.

The individuals and organisations whom
CCA metin Babrain included the following:
migrant workers in labour camps; Mr. So-
man Baby [(Bzhrain representative of the
CCA ad-hoc task force on Asian Diaspora in
the Arabian Gulf); Mr Yusuf ‘loe’ Haeder
and his wife Laila Haeder {the aldest living
Bahraini Christians); pastors of the mem-
ber organizations of the Mational Evangel-
ical Church of Bahrain; the Bible Society in
the Gulf, Bahrain; the Marthama Church;
¥MACA's Bahrain leadership; Ms. Marietts
Das from the Migrant Workers Protection
Society) and Dr. John Phillip {the General
Secretary of Bahraln's Indlan Commnity
Relief Fund); Ms. Faten Sabri [an author
and lglamic studies expert); and H.E. Dr.
Shaikh Khalid bin Ehalifa al Khalifa {Chair
af the Board of Trustees of the King Hamad
Giobal Centre for Peaceful Coexistence).

The CCA affirmed its intentions to sup-
port the Asian Diaspora Regional Council
{ADRC) for the benefit of migrant labowr-
ers and interfaith harmony in Bahrain. The
resounding feedback received was that
it would be bensficial to have some kind
of ‘CCA banner’ under which individuals
could work under the ADRC. The fear was
that withowt the legiimacy and validation
af a renowned organisanon, the ADRC
and its work may not be recognised under
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the propoced Council. The outcome of all
discussions and deliberations was that It
winild be better to commence & CCA chap-
ter in each Guif state, where concerted
efforts could then come to fruition under
the ADRC. All persons met with echoed
the immediate necessity of this overar-
ching organisation and wnity of efforts for
diaspora welfare throughout the Kingdom
cf Bahrain.

Solidarity Visit to Rehingya Refu-
gee Camp

=8 October 2019 / Cox's Bazar, Bonglo-
desh

The solidarity visit of the CCA General Sec-
retary to Myanmar's Rohingya ethnic mi-
nority refugee camps in Bangladesh was
made as a part of the CCA's commitment
to accompany people and communities in
vulperable situations.

Accompanied by CCA Treasurer Augustine
Deepak Karmakar and the General Secre-
tary of the NCCB Rev. David Deepak Doss,
the CCA General Secretany’s visit was facil-
itated by the NOCB and the Christian Com-
mission for Development in Bangladesh
(CCDB), a leading develepment and hu-
manitarian aid NGO initiated by the WCC
almaost five decades ago.

Thie CCDB facifitates "Chikd Friendly Space”
within the camp and also provides assis-
tance with solar energy-powered electric-
ity and pumps for drinking water facilities
withim the camps. The social workers of the
CCDB whao assist the peaple in the camp
explained the deplorable conditions of the
refugees. They reported the official statis-
tics by government agencies that at |least
60 children were bom every day In the
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camps. They also said that the heawy maon-
soon rain triggered landslides and fioods
in most af the 32 refugee camps and that
this was a commaon scenario, Under these
circumstances, children were especially
vulnerable to water-borne diseases.

More than @ million Rohingya ethnic peo-
ple, a majority of who are Muslims, had
to flee Myanmar around two vears ago,
following the ethnic conflicts that erupted
in Myanmar's Rakhine state. The coordi-
nated massacre of the Rohingya carried
aul by the military and the anti-Rohing-
ya militants was classified by the UN as
genocide, in which a large number of peo-
ple were tortured, raped, and murdered;
their houses burnt, and their livelihoods
destroyed, The ethnic minority’s rights
to marriage, education, health care, free
mobility, and employment were severely
restricted. Many were coerced into labour
and had their land seized arbitrarily;, they
were forced to live in extreme poverty.
The Rohingya refugee crisis is one of the
world's most devastating humanitarian di-
S@sters,

The Bangladeshi government officials have
repeatedly stated that Bangladesh, the
world's most densely populated country,
does not have the capacity to accommo-
date the influx of the large number of Ro-
hingyas, The Bangladesh government feels
it s not obliged to host these refugees
indefinitely, and the country is not even a
signatory to the 1951 UM Refugee Conven-
tion.

The President of the MNCCB Joyantha
Adhikari and the General Secretary Rew
David Deepak Doss have urged the church-
e5 in Asia to be mindful of the plight of the
Rohimgyaz and their miserable living con-
ditions in Bangladesh’s refugee camps,
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"The plight of more than a million refugees
driven out from thelr homes in the Rakh-
ine State in Myanmar and who are now
forced to live in inhuman conditions in
refuges camps in Bangladech reflects the
world's faillure to prevent a humanitarian
crisis,” the CCA General Secretary stated,

The Ninth Global Energy
Parlioment
5 November 2018 / Chiagng Mal, Thaiiond

The ninth Global Energy Parllament {GEF)
focused on the theme “Living in Harmony
with Mature”, was held at the Payap Uni-
wersity Carmpus in Chiang Mai, Thailand on
5 Novemnber 2009 in conjunction with the
opening of the Eco School organised by
the CCA and WCC,

The GEP is a global parliament of volun-
teers- 3 non-political, international body
constituted by scientists, peace educatars,
efvironmentalists, researchers, philose-
phers, students, specialists from various
fields, and dedicated citizens in search of
practical and innowative solutions for the
forrmidable challenges of the waorld.

Following the formal inauguration of the
GEF with the lighting of the lamp by the
dignitaries present, the televised inaugural
address was delivered by Deputy Minister
for External and Parliamentary Affairs,
Government of India, V. Muraleedharan.

Congratulating the GEP and its founder
His Holiness Jagadguru Swami Isa, Minis-
ter Muraleedharan pointed ouwt that the
theme of the ninth GER, “Living In harmo-
ny with pature”, was very apt given the
challenges of climate change and natural
disasters that have plagued the recent his-
tory of this planet, He added that the root
cause for all of this was the disharmony of



auwr living.

The imbalance in nature had been caused
by the greed of human beings, the Minlster
rued, and so the theme of the 87 GEP waz
indeed timely, and he hoped that practical
solutions and & plan of action would spring
forth from this Parliament.

Highlighting what the GEP had achieved in
its short histery since 2003, Dr, CAN Anand
Bose, President/Speaker of the GEP, laud-
ad the GEP for having provided a platform
and a converging point for transforming
the ugliness of this world to create a "ter-
rible beauty” born out of such a conwver-
gence. Or. Bose cited the Biblical example
of loseph and his foresight in advising Pha-
rach tobuild a buffer stock during fimes of
prosperity to Hde over tmes of penury, He
explained that the same kind of wisdom
and foresight was needed to develop prac-
tical strategies in times of prosperity o
prepare for the imminent tmes of penuny.

In a special message delivered by the
founder of the GEP Jagadguru Swami lsa
stated, "All forms of life are closely bound
with nature, for there s no life withouwt
nature and no nature without life, The hu-
man is considered the consumer and na-
ture the product to be exploited, abused,
and usad in diverse ways with a reckless
mentality. Modern educational systems
have endowed the human with the per-
spective that every living and non living
object around humans are created to be
of senvice only to humans, but these con-
ceqpts have to be changed for developing a
culture of Hiving in harmaony with nature.”

Welcoming the members of the Parlia-
ment, chservers, and dignitaries from all
over the world, General Secretary of CCA
Dr. Mathews George Chunakara pointed
out that the GEP provided an opportunity
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to understand the GEP's philosophy, ethos,
and values, and that the CCA was happy to
host this parfiament in Chiang Mai.

Mathews George Chunakara added that
the affirmation of the GEP that "all human
beings belong to one Earth, one Water,
one Fire, one &ir, and one Space”, and,
“we are all global citizens sharing & com-
mon future”, captures the essence of true
ecumenism. The unity of the oikos, irre-
spechive of race, class, caste, creed, colour,
or gender, should be the common goal for
pur shared future, However, he pointed
cut, "This common future was endan-
gerad by many global challenges today,
and we must address this together based
on common values and as global citizens.”

The Parliament deliberated and voted on
bills related to interconnection and na-
ture, youth involvement in climate justice,
women's contribution to ecological con-
cerns, sustainable development, water
Justice, advocating for afforestation and
promotion of self-sustained food patterns.

Eco school on Water. Food and
Climate Justice

4— 17 November 2018 / Chiang Mai,
Thailand

The Ecurnenical Water Netwaork [EWRN] of
the WOC and the CCA organised the Eco
School 2019, Held from 4—17 November
2019 at the headguarters of CCA in Chiang
Mai, Thailand, the Eco School motivated
and prepared young people to contribute
ko the work of the churches at the reglonal
and local level on issues related to water,
food, nutrition, health and climate change
towards a sustainable future.

Twenty—eight youth participants attended
the Eco School 2019, amang whom were

q7
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16 women participants, 12 male partici-
pants, Parficipants halled from Scutheast
Asia, South Asia, East Asia, and Aotearoa
Mew Zealand.

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara, the Gen-
eral Secretary of the CCA, in his opening
address said, “Only a world that is ecolog-
ically sustainable and economically and
socially just can creste harmonious coex-
istemce amidst all of God’s creation, and
ensure new humanity. The Church and the
ecumenical movement call for an ecumen-
ical vision that will ensure and encourage
all people of God to be partakers in God's
mission towards reconciling, redeeming,
and restoring the creation.”

In an ecumenical milieu, the parficipants
learnt about the local, regional, and In-
ternational manifestations, causes, and
impacts of the water crisis and food inse-
curity as a result of the climate crisis. They
investigated the conditons and problems
with which Aszia is confronted from the
viewpoints of ethics and faith as well as
recommended ecumenical courses of ac-
tion to respond to these challenges.

Fraom their feedback, the participants
learnt much in a span of 14 days, Among
the new knowledge, the participants
gaimed at this gathering were the foliow-
ing: interconnectedness of water, food,
and climate change, all of which are a
matter of justice; global view of environ-
mental issues; eco feminism; eco politics;
agroforestry; agro-farming; agrobiology;
agrablodiversity; water crizis and scarcity
in the world today; food waste and star-
vation; eco-centric approaches on vari-
ous issues; water diplomacy; the healing
power of food; adwocacy; ecumemnism;
vaouth empowerment; youth ecurmenical
movement; Blue Community; green and
blue church; as well as Biblical-theological
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raflactions on water, food, and climate jus-
fce,

among the new skills, attitudes and be-
haviour the participants acquired at the
Eco School were the following: identi-
fying environmental izsues in their own
copfexts, Communily resource mapmng,
refraining from purchase and use of sin-
gle-use bottled water; washing their own
dishes to reduce the need for disposable
plastic preducts and following this practice
during church events; advocacy; proposal
writing; making presentations; teamwork;
sustainable development strategies, par-
ticipation in discussions; planting trees
as a way to save life on earth; effects of
genetically modified organism food; bible
study regarding environmental issues; un-
derstanding and developing green or blue
church and sermons; presentation skills;
the urgency of the need to take real action
to work for water, food, and climate jus-
tice in the face of the power of the market
forces globally

MNew perspectives and wvalues learnt at
the Ero School included; justice; value of
Mather Earth; justice perspective to cli-
mate change; sustainable development
goals; stewardship of creation, knowing
that our salvation as humankind is linked
with the restoration and salvation of cre-
ation; respect for diversity: respect for
cultural differences; not to judge people
by what they ecat, patience; acceptance,
respect, and appreciation.

From an azsessment of participants be-
fore they attended Eco School, most were
not confident enough to take decisions
and action to promote water, food, and
climate justice and their levels ranged as
follows: 3.6% vary poor; 25% poor; 32.1%
pood; 25% very good; and 14,3% excellent,
However, after participation in Eco School,



most feal they are able to make decisions,
do things differently, and do things betier
in order to promote water, food, and cli-
mate justice as evident in their ratings:
39 3% excellent and 53.6% very good.

While at the headquarters of CCA, par-
ticipants developed their action plans for
implementation upon their return to their
home countries. These volunteer commu-
nity projects and follow-up work planned
include the following: arganic farming in
the village and church; community gar-
dening plot, donating harvest to the local
food bank in order to provide sustainable
nutriious food in order to stave off child
and family poverty; tree planting; coast-
al tree planting; support local farmers by
burying local fruits and vegetables; use eco
bags; no single-use plastic; talk with local
groups about how to deal with water pol-
lution and food waste; waste segregation;
work for a blue and green church; aware-
ness bullding: awareness campaign about
antibiotic resistance; local eco schools:
bible studies; vouth capacity-building and
development; continuing their adwvocacy
for environmental awareness, Conserya-
tion, and protection in youth arganisations
inside the church and with the community,
in general, supporting youth activism from
Iocal, mational and internaticnal levels;
strengthen the ecumenical work of church
youth ocrganisation; and “change myself
and my famih.”

For their overall evaluation of the event,
participants asserted that the training pro-
gramme was well organised and instruc-
tors had vast knowledge on the subjects
covered, Most participants unanimous-
Iy affirmed they were "wvery enriched by
this programme” and they “will share
the knowledge with others” Parficipants
agreed that the best aspects of the pro-
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grammed were the theological basis for
inputs and the experieptial knowledge
of the resource persons related to the
theme.” As a result of this gathering, par-
ticipants were able to build social capital,
ag they had the oppoartunity to meet, in-
teract, and link up with trusting members
of social networks.

Dr. Reynalda Ty, Programme Coordinator,
CCA and Dinesh Suna, Coordinator of EWMN
of WCC coordinated the Eco Schoal 2019,

Ecumenical Women's Action
against Violence (EWAAV):
Follow-up events of 2018 Regional
EWAAV Consultation:

Cambodia

sotheavy Srey from Cambodia, a partic-
ipant of CCA's reglonal and mational con-
sultation shared that on 10 February 2019,
she participated in a campaign called "One
Billion Rising" to end wviclence against
women and girls with the theme “We
Rize from Campaign bo a way of Life®, She
was also part of the group that created a
press release on "Sexual Viclence against
Women and Children" on 5 March 2019 ta
celebrate International Women Day. The
chiectives were: to define sexual violence
and media’s contribution to the preven-
tion of sexual violence; to encourage the
media to stop blaming the victim and ed-
ucate the masses on new trends of sexual
viobernce through social media

Pakistan

Margus Azhar from Church of Pakistan,
appreciated the CCA for the learning op-
portunity provided by the 2018 EWAAY
cansultation. Poiseccing a  theological
background and having served In a church
with her hushband, she organised seminars
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and awarensss programmes on the iscues
of violence against women, She initlated
the “16 days of activism to End Violence
against Wornen” campaign by educating
young pecple in her church. She organ-
ised women leadership seminars and bible
Studies sessions on women characters of
Bible affirming the equality of women and
men a5 created in the image of God.

India

Isam Raime from Presbyterian Church of
India {FCl] had her first encounter with
CCA at BWAAY consultation in 2018, She
also attended the Human Trafficking con-
sultation prior to EWASY regional con-
sultation. These issues were new and
eye-gpening for her. She shared her expe-
rience and learming with her Synod com-
mittee at PCl and they agreed to have a
follow-up programme on Violence against
Women involving other denominations
and MCC India as well.

Seminar on Prevention Child
Sexual Abuse

15 july 2013 / Lokare, Paokistan

As a follow-up of 2018 EWAAY Consulta-
tion, a seminar on the Prevention of Child
Sewual Abuse was organised by CCA jointhy
with 5t Peter’s Church, Lahore, Pakistan
on 15 July 2019, The seminar was attended
by 40 women who discussed the different
forms of child sexual abuse, the psycha-
logical impacts of sexual abuse on chil-
dren, and the legal frameworks in place to
access justice. "Search for Justice," a local
child rights organisation, provided techni-
cal assistance,

The seminar was arranged pghven the
alarming rise in child sexual abuse and
murder, especially that of a girl child in

al

Pakistan's Punjabk province. It was agreed
that churches must realize the gravity of
the izsue, penerate awareness among its
congregations, and become a safe space
for child victims of abuss.

Sunila Ammar, Coordinator of EWAAY and
Ms. Rashada Qureshl frem a child rights
MGO in Pakistan facilitated different ses-
sions on the prevalence and occurrence of
child sexual abuse and biblical-theclogical
discussions for affirming and preserving
the dignity and rights of children,

Advocacy Tralning on Women's
Rights

5 Auwgust 20197 Raiwind, Pakistan

A one-day training programme on Waom-
en's Rights and Advocacy was organised by
CCA and held in Ralwind, Pakistan as a fol-
law-up of 2018 EWAAY initiative. The pro-
gramme was jointly organised by CCA and
the Church of Pakistan Raiwind Diccese,

fdvocacy in Pakistan meant raising a voice
for the fundamental rights of marginal-
ized sections of Pakistani society, where
women remain the most disadvantaged.
The purpose of the training was to build
awareness ahout rights amang rural wom-
en and empower them to claim these con-
sttutionally-guaranteed rights for their
upliftrent.

Contextual realities like female infanticide
and violent crimes against women [honour
killings and acid attacks) were highlighted
under the matrix of the Pakistani patriar-
chal society. The restrictions on women's
mability and freedom to assembly that
are further worsened by male surveil-
lance and prevent women from opportu-
nities of employment and empowerment
were zlso elaborated. The discussions also



highlighted that male members often ex-
ert strict control over women's cholce in
marriage, education, and employment.
Women often have litthe to no say in any
decision-making. The programme stressad
that it was within this context that adwoca-
oy needed to be generated,

South Asia Sub-Regional Con-
sultation on EWAAV

10-132 October 2018 /Dhaka, Banglodesh

&s part of emphasizing ecumenical wom-
en's action to end violence against wom-
en and engzging South Asian women in
God's mission of reconciliation, renewal
and restoration of its creation, CCA pro-
vided a platform for women in South Asia
to deliberate on the emerging concerns
hindering women's participation in God
mission of reconciliation, renewal and res-
toration and strategize on actions that can
bring change and transform the world into
a place for all creation to live in harmony.

The sub-regional consultation held from
11 te 12 October 2019 in Dhaka, Bangla-
desh with a focus on the theme “Calling
women of Asia; Arise, Be Awake to Rec-
oncile, Renew and Restore the Creation”
wias organized in collaboration with NCCB,
Twenty—five women from the sub-region
participated.

Through workshops and sessions on var-
ious isswes, participants analysed the re-
gional and local contexts of women in
South Asia regarding extreme violence
against women, cultural barriers and dis-
criminative practices hindering women's
participation and leadership. They alsc
discussed strategies and actions to en-
hance the capacity of church women lead-
ers to advacate and campaign for wamen's

Pregramma Repon T018

Boarg P Crwch i Sodarygarserel vath G Copaly neom dan

rights with a caollective woice through ec-
urmnenical wemen networks and platforms.
Group discussions gave women space Lo
ponder ideas and ways for Christian wom-
en to come together to combat violence
against women and become partners in
Gods mission of reconciliation, renewal
and restoration of broken communities
and all of creation.

Bible study sessions on "Celebration of
Faith" invited participants to share their
faith and witness confidently. The context
of different women characters in the Bible
were juxtaposed with their own situations
and contexts in South Asia. Women of
faith in the Bible provided women hope to
be strong in difficult situations and always
ralse their volce against injustice o bring
peace in communities,

Dr. Mathews George Chunakara, Gener-
al secretary of CCA, intreduced the bikli-
cal-thealogical perapectives on the thems
"“Woamen of Asia; Arise, Be Awake to Rec-
oncile, Renew and Restore the Creation,”
and called South Asian women church
lzaders to actively engage in God's mission
of Reconciliation, Rernewal and Restoration
of Creation and meaningfully participate
in the first-ever’ Ecumenical Women's As-
sembly’ to be held in Taiwan.

3






4.
PROPHETIC DIAKONIA

AND ADVOCACY

Dbjactives

Te empower Asian churches to ba com petent in respanding to socal,
economic, and palitical Issues through acts of prophetic witness at
Hrmes of Brokennecs and buman nesds;

To coordinate and facilitate ecumenical advocacy at the natonal,
regional and global levels on emerging ssaesin Asia, while expressing
solidarity, as well as upholding human rights for human dignity.
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Emerging Issues in Asia:
Advocacy

The CCA responded to emerging Asian is-
sues and accompanied its member church-
e5 and councils that were either caught up
in conflict situatians or needed support on
specific occasions. The following are sum-
maries of statements and letters of soli-
darity that were issued in 2019;

Condemnation of the bombing
of Mounf Carmel Cathedral in fhe
Philippines

28 lanwary 2019

The CCA condemned the twin bomb blasts
that took place on 27 January 2019 inside
and outside the Dur Lady of Mount Carmel
Cathedral in Barangay Walled City, Jolo, in
the Sulu province of the Philippines which
killed more than 20 pecople and wound-
ed 33, While condemning the bombing
of Mourt Carmel Cathedral, CCA General
Secretary Dr. Mathews George Chunaka-
ra stated, “Such an act of violence against
the warshippers, and insolence at a sacred
place |5 an utter disregard for kuman lifie
and people’s right to live in peace® The
CCA General Secretary offered pravers,
and expressed sympathy and condolences
to the families of the victims and wished
a speedy and full recovery to those who
weere injurad,

The twin bomb blasts that took place in
the Mount Carmel Cathedral was one of
the deadliest in recent years in a region
long plagued by instability, "With the cre-
ation of the Bangzamomo Autonomods
Region in Muslim Mindanao, the CCA ap-
peals ta Christians in the region to be in
unity with all peace-loving Muslim and in-
digenous communities and work together

6T

against violent utremism,” stated the CCA
General Secrétary,

General Secretary 's Statement on
international Wamen's Day

& Moarch 2019

The CCA General Secretary issued a state-
ment on International Women's Day 2019
in which he called for a transformative
shift to ensure gender parity, "4 growing
trend of continuing disproportionate roles
of women and men in society hampers
gender eguality and the establishment of
mare inclusive systems. Im order to owver-
came such divisions and reach the goal
of equality at all levels, the world needs a
transfarmative shift, especially in remov-
img structural barriers at every level of
society,” said O Mathews George Chuna-
kara. The General Secretary stated, “Faith-
based organisations have a major role in
achieving the goal of shaping the future of
societies and inclusive communities with
gender eguality” He further said that the
ebiervance of International Woemen's Day
Wwas a unigue opportunity forall those con-
cerned to convey the message of hope to
the world that gender parity in all walks of
life was & paramount target for humanity,

Condemnaofion of mosque shooting
in New Iealand

15 March 2019

The CCA denounced the shooting at wor-
shippers in the Al Moor mosgue and the
Linwoond masjid in Christchurch, New Zea-
land an 15 March 2019 in which 51 peopls
were reported dead and 20 injured, Re-
sponding to the tragic incident, the Gen-
eral Secretary of CCA Dr Mathews George
Chumakara stated, "No matter what faith



we adhere ar ethnicity we belong to, ev-
ervbody should be able to lve in an at-
mosphere where peace and security are
prevailed and sustained; any act of vio-
fence must be prevented with all possikle
efforts”

“We send our heartfelt support to all thaose
who have been affected; we offer prayers
to the Almighty God for the victims, their
families and reach out through our grief
and distress to our lslamic brothers and
sisters in Mew fealand,” said v Mathews
George Chunakara, The CCA General Sec-
retary further added that CCA shared the
sentiments of Rev Micola Teague Grundy,
Vice President of the Methadist Church of
New Fealand, who said "to single out one
group of people as a focus of an act of ha-
trod affects us all, There is no place ever
far this type of attack on people, and we
stand by all people, no matter what their
faith, All people should be able toworship
and live in 3 place of safety”

General Secrefary’s Statemenf on
Eazter Sunday bomb blasts in 5ri
Lanka

21 April 2019

The CCA condemned the horrific acts of
vislence by terrorists in three churches
holding Easter services and three hotels in
Sri Lanka on 217 &pril 2019 which result-
ed in the death of 215 people and injurad
miore than 4540, In astatement, CCA Gener-
al secretary Dr. Mathews George Chunaka-
ra said the CCA believed the heinous acts
of terrorism to be incompatible with the
values of any religious teachings ar mor-
al values of a civilised soclety. He stated,
“Wislent attacks such as these are almed
at undermining the unity and religious tol-
erance of the people of any nation which
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will only push to a situation of anarchy and
negation of rule of law”

"We urge the authorities in 5S¢l Lanka to
take strict actions against the perpetra-
tors. During this critical time in 5ri Lanka,
our thoughts are with the bereaved fami-
lies and prayers with the injured. We stand
in salidarity with the people of Srl Lanka
especially the Christans who live amidst
terror and fear,” stated the General Sec-
retary, Dr Mathews George also reminded
the international community of its respon-
slbility to make every effort to combat the
scourge of terrorsm and ensure peace
and security in the world.

Appedl for prayers for churches in
the Philippines after eathquake

23 Aprll 2019

In a letter of selidarity and sympathy ad-
dressed to the member churches of CCA n
the Philippines and other member church-
es of the Mational Council of Churches in
the Philippines {NCCP), the CCA General
Secretary corveyed sympathy and con-
dolences over the loss of life, the dis-
placement of families and the widespread
damages to property and infrastructure
caused by the earthquake that struck the
Luzan region In narthern Philippines on 22
April 2019, Dr Mathews George Chunakara
wraote, “Our thoughts and prayers are with
the people in the affected areas, especial-
Iy with the grisving families of the vichims
and all thoze affected by this calamity, We
are praying for the consolation of all wha
grieve the loss of their loved ones, and for
the healing of the injured.” The earthguaks
which had a magnitude of 5.3 on the Rich-
ter scale claimed more than 18 lves and
injured ower 250 people.
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“The CCA expresses solidarity with the
people of the Philippines in this tragic sit-
uation. We are confident that the strength
and resilience of the Filipino people will
carry them through this critical time. The
CCA wrges it member churches across
Aska to support the affected people and
communities with human and material re-
sources so as to provide moral, social, psy-
chological, and humanitarian aid,” said the
CCA General Secretary,

Condemnation of police harass-
ment of clergy in the Philippines

27 upe 2010

CCA condemnped the continued operations
by the military and the police in the hinter-
lands of Mindoro province and other parts
af the Philippines as a result of the Oplan
Kapanatagan (Operatten Plan Stability}
“all-out war palicy™ of the governiment. Ex-
pressing CCAs solidarity on behalf of the
Acian churches with the churches in the
Philippines that are often targeted by the
police and military in the country, the CCA
General Secretary Or Mathews Geosge
Chunakara stated, "CCA condemns the
unlawful acts of the Philippine Mational
Police and the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippnes [PMNP/AFP) against ordained clergy
and faithiful in the churches who are pro-
viding pastoral care and support to people
whio face difficult situations”.

Several members of the police and military
forces conducted a search operation at the
United Methodist Church in Barangay Dan-
gay, Roxas, Oriental Mindoro, despite not
producing a search warrant, and orderad
the clergy to surrender thelr guests to the
police so that they would not be held as
accomplices, Dr. Mathews George Chuna-
kara further stated, "The reported incident

1]

in Dangay United Methodist Church caus-
es fear and ankiety among the pastors and
members of the congregations, The police
action of barging into the sanctuary of the
Church amd its premises, flaunting their ri-
fles and harassing the pastors are clear ex-
amples of a lack of respect for the sanchity
of the Church and Christian witness."

"The authorities should respect the pas-
toral ministry of the pastors and churches
who are mandated to be with the victims
of vislence, the poor and the deprived”,
urged the CCA General Secretary,

Condemnatfion of the Philippine
government’s act of ‘Red-tagging’
the National Councll of Churches

in the Philippines
0 Maw 2019

The General Secretary of the CCA con-
demned the labelling of the Mational
Council of Churches in the Philippines as
a 'Communist Terrorist Group” fromt and
said the accusation was a direct act of
red-baiting, which puts to risk the lves
and limbs of NCCP staff members, officers,
their loved ones, and friends.

"Indiscriminately labelling the MLLP as
part of some 'front arganization’ of local
‘Communist Terrorist Groups” 6 @ repro-
bate act by the Department of Nattonal
Defanze of the Armed Forces in the Phil-
ippines (AFP), and such actions will anly
create fear among the NCCP staff and their
families,” stated the General Secretary O
Mathews Gearge Chunakara

"The MCCP, an active member of the CCA
comprised of several CCA member church-
es in the Philippines, has besn consis-
tently invalved in human rights advocacy



az part of its commitment of prophetic
witness; especially since the martial law
declaration almost half a century ago. The
aliegations levetled against the NCCP and
the propaganda tactic of ‘red-tagging’ is
deplorable,” said the head of the CCA. He
also urged the Phillppine government and
its military to rethink its all-out war strat-
egy, and stop the branding of ecumenical
organisations such as the NCCP or amy oth-
er church-related bodies as "communists”,

General Secretary’s message on
World AIDS Day 2019
1 Dec 2019

HIY is a multidimensional issue with so-
cial, political and economic aspects im-
pacting the strength and sustainability
of people lving with HIV [PLHIV} and key
populations around the world, Despite the
many advances we witness in combating
the spread of HIV and AIDS in the world,
we still stand amidst a turbulent yet trams-
farmational time, There were 37,9 million
people living with HIV at the end of 2018
and 5.9 millien were from Asia and the Pa-
cific with 3 10,000 new infections detected.
Globally, the number of affected persons
is decreasing but in Asia, the numbers are
increasing; particularly in the Philippines,
Pakistan, and Malaysia.

The theme of 'World AIDS Day - 2019,
"Communities make the difference,” in
thiz context is significant. Over the past
decades, communities have been playing
important roles in combating the menace
af the epidemic In intermational, regional,
national and local levels.

The CCA,callz on all churches and ecu-
menical counciis as well as other related
organisatons in Asia to recommit them-
selves to foster their efforts in communi-
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ties to combat HIV and AIDS, to reiterate
our prophetic role and become prominent
voices in advocating for greater awareness,
ensuring the dignity and rights of PLHIVS;
promoting access to adequate health care;
strengthening collaborations with ather
faiths, civil society organisations and gow-
ernment especially  influencing  policies
and legislation; and building communities
of hope that the integrity and dignity of all
God's creation need to be valued and pro-
tected.

Advocacy Initiatives at the Unif-
ed Nalions (UN)

The CCA has been accredited with the UM
Economic and Secial Councll [ECOS0C)
since 2003, The special consultative sta-
tus enables CCA to facilitate the advoca-
oy of Asian churches in various areas of
their concerns through regional and in-
ternational platforms such as UN Human
Rights Council sessions, Universal Pericd-
ic Review of UNHRC, UN General Assem-
bly, Security Council, UMESCAF, UMEF, and
UMNDP CCA b5 represented officially at the
LIMN Mew York, Gerneva and Vienna with ac-
credited representatives.

The CCA General Secretary attended and
spoke at the Conference of Mon-Gowvern-
mental Organisations (CoMNGO) which was
held in conjunction with the UN Regional
Committer in Asia Pacific meeting, which
was held in Bangkok at the Siam University
on 29-30 May 2019,

World Health Assembly 2019
and WCC Consultation on Uni-

versal Health Coverage
2028 pMay 2019/ Genevn, Switzerfond

CCA was part of the WCC's delegation that
participated in the World Health Assembly

5
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2019, The 727 World Health Assembly of
World Health Organisation [WHOY, held
fram 20-28 May 201% in Geneva, Swit-
terland, focused on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 3 = Good Health and Well Be-
ing. Member States of WHO at the World
Health Assembly agreed to three resolu-
tions an universal health coverage (UHC)
focused on: primary healthcare, the role
of commumnity health workers, and the
September UM General Azzembly high-lew-
el meeting on UHC,

In conjunction with the World Health As-
sembly, WCC also conducted a technical
meeting on "Strengthening churches' con-
tribution to 504G 37 which CCA programme
ceoardinator Dr. Ronald Lalthanmawia at-
tended. The discussion focused on Glabal
mapping of Christian health networks and
facilities. This cbjective of the meeting was
to present data gathered so far in the proj-
ect, discuss bottlenecks, explore partner-
ships and ways to expedite data gathering,
I order to have a wider advocacy and im-
pact on health systems, Christian health
institutions need to demonstrate the pres-
ence, reach, relevance and contributions
towards larger health indices. The mest
ing alzo discussed strengthening church-
based health promotion programmes. The
need for Churches to advocate health pre-
ventian, promation and care and support
is evident especially in communicable and
non-commiunicable diseases. There are
successful global medels being developed.

CChA as a regional ecumenical organisation
in Asia has a great role in consalidating in-
formation on the existing health Facilittes
and also encourages churches to have a
better understanding of health, healing,
and wholensss. CCA plans to facilitate ini-
tiating the linkage between church and its
health mission including health facilities to

38

be integrated and complemented by each
other to have better relevance in address-
ing heaith issues and concerns in the com-
meunity.

The CCA also participated in @ second
consultation WCC organised on support
and strengthening of Christian health net-
works, which was held in Geneva from 10
to 12 December 2019,

Asian Regional Workshop on the
UN Human Rights Mechanisms:
Application for Advocacy

23-26 May 2018 / Chiong Mai, Thailand

The CCA and the WCL jointly organised the
Azia Regional Workshop on the UN Human
Rights System and Mechanisms: Appli-
cation for Advocacy. The purpose was to
empower member churches and national
cauncils with the requisite knowledge and
skiliz needed to advocate for human rights
in the bosom of the UN system. The work-
shop took place from 23-26 May 2019
at the CCA headguarters. Twenby=one
imternaticnal parficipants from different
churches, councils, civll society organisa-
tions, research institutions, and academic
institutions from all over Asia were in at-
tendance.

CCA  General Secretary Dr. Mathews
George Chunakara who has rich experi-
erces as 3 duly recognised representative
of CCA and WCLC at the UN, both of which
are UM officially designated international
non-governmental organisations said; "1
implare CCA member churches and coun-
cils to learn, understand, and utilise the
UM hieman rights systemn and mechanisms,
with a view to make known the human
rights situations in your places of origin,
and | also appeal to diplomatic represen-
tatives at the UN to work for the amelio-



ration of human rights conditions for the

benefit of God's people and his whole cre-
ation.”

With expertise on working within the UN
systemn as well as experiences with an in-
termational MGD advocabing for human
rights before the different UN systems,
WCCs programme executhve lennifer Phil-
pot-Miglsen was the main facilitator of the

workshops.

At a live Skype video teleconference which
fasted for 45 minutes, Hanae Hanzawa of
the Dffice of the High Commissioner for
Hurman Rights [OHCHR) at the Regional Of-
fice for Southeast Asia, based in Bangkok,
Thailand, gave an interactive presentation
an "The United Nations Human Rights Sys-
tem”,

Ms. Philpot-Nielsen engaged the partic-
ipants in scrutinising case studies of hu-
man rights invalving their countries. They
delved on actual reports of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) of different coun-
tries, sharing their insights and critique.
The differant sessions scrutinised the UFR
procedure. Parbicipants shared informa-
tion about case studies related to wom-
en's rights and children’s rights in Indone-
sia, Japan, Pakistan, the Philippines, and
South Korea.

The training programme ended with a
workshop to explore the options of church-
&5 and councils in different parts of Asia to
use the UM human rights mechanisms as
avenues to work for improving the human
rights laws and practices in their respec-
tive places of origin.

The participants acquired the following
skills during the consultation: the ability
and confidence to talk about human rights
advacacy to the churches, the ahility o
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navigate the UN UPR wehsite to locate a
country report and other useful informa-
ticn, as well as filing an NGO report before
the UFR meeting at the United Mations.
Examples of new walues and attitudes
lzarpt included the following: understand-
ing the importance of human rights in our
lives, empathy for the needs of others for
help, and respect for other people’s views.

Participants enumerated the strengths of
the workshop that it helped them to ac-
tually see and use actual UPR reports;
participants’ sharing how the churches
and communities can speak out for jus-
tice; an inclusive approach to engaging
all advocates of human rights; knowledge
about the availability of UM instruments
to address hurman rights-related marters.
The outcome of this consultation was that
participants were already thinking of strat-
egies to make the church aware and in-
volved in working on human rights issues,
including minarity rights, statelessness,
migrant rights, comparison of constitu-
ticns in light of UN human rights instru-
ments,

Advocacy at UN Women Asia
Pacific Region
30 Moy 2015/ Bangkeok, Thailand

CCA has been accredited with the UN Eco-
nomic and Secial Councl (ECOS0OC] since
2003, Due to this special status, CCA has
been facilitating the advocacy of Asian
churches in wvaricus areas such, Women
Rights, Universal Periodic Reviews on Mi-
norities Rights and Statelessness by ensur-
ing participation at varicus UN events in
the regions and also at three different UN
centres depending upon the needs and re-
gquests from Asian Churches,

CCA has specifically been engaging with

M



Presgramme Report 2018

Py B m Db iy i Bcmepomi v il e Do jdpaa m fata

UM Wormen at the regional and inter-
national level to continue advocacy on
emerging concerns of Asian women, In
this regard, a delegation consisting of CCA
General Secretary Dr. Mathews George
Chunakara, Rew, Eyrie Kim, the Moderator
far CCA Programme Commiftes, and Ms,
Sunila Ammar, Coordinator of EWASY pro-
gramme visited UM Women Regional Of
fice at Bangkok, Thailand on 30 hMay 2019,
They were engaged in regicnal advocacy
on wormen's concerns in Asia,

The CCA defegation shared the work of
EWAAY programme and its impact on the
constituency of CCA in the prevention of
vielence against women, They also shared
that under the EWAAY umbrella, COA was
addressing the primary issue of gender in-
equality through ending violence against
women in all forms, along with encourag-
ing women participation and leadership
in the society, ensuring women’s role in
peacebuitding inftiatves in the communi-
ties, and women's involvement in estab-
lizhing resilient societies.

Ajjamal Duishebaeva, UN Womsn Cam-
paign Coordinator commented that CO&
EWALAY programme was similar to the UN
Women Programme’s activity for Ending
Violence agsinst Women and that there
were passibilities for collaboration. As UN
Wormen wanted to work with faith based
arganisations and listen to thelr voices
as well, she agreed on sharing technical
support and resource persons with CC&
whenever needed. She also suggested
that EWOAAY networks In OCA'S constitu-
encies engage with UN Women country
offices and share their opinion on Beijing +
25 review for UN Commission on Status of
Wormen in March 2020,

1]

International Consultation on
Statelessness and Human Tral-

ficking
20=23 May 2019 / Chiang Mai, Thailand

Despite the large numbers of stateless and
trafficked pecple in Asla, the churches in
dsia have nelther adegquately understood
nor responded to this global humanitarian
crisis. However, the WCC and CCA raised
their prophetic woices and jointly organ-
ised the “International Consultation on
Statelessness and Human Trafficking: Pre-
vantion, Reduction, and Protection™ from
20-23 May 2019 at the CCA Headguarters
im Chiang Mai, Thailand.

The consultation had two key objectives:
to equip participants with the knowledge
of international laws pertaining to funda-
mental human rignts; and to formulate a
plan of action with clear short-term goals
as a common faith-based response to
statelessness and human trafficking.

In a keynote address, CC& General Sec-
retary Dr. Mathews George Chunakara
acknowledged statelessness, forced mi-
gration, and human trafficking as groewing
trends in the world, In the Asian contexsts,
those without identity papers or passports
make for the easiest targets of human
trafficking. The implications fior such per-
song are restricted access to employment,
praperty rights, banking and financial ser-
vices, school enralment, marriage, voting,
and national justice systems. As they are
the most sulnerable, they are also the
mast susceptible to belng trafficked into
dirty, dangerous, and degrading jobs.

Segma Agfaw, the Programme Executive
for International Affairs of WOC, traced
the history of the invelvement of churches



in the context of the Pilgrimage of lustice
and Peace, and exhorted all churches to
serve the wounded and marginalized, and
prowvide for them a transformative experi-
ence. "Let us care for the stateless and traf-
ficked, Make the church as a sanctuary. Lit-
ter their voice prophetically, Include them
in our community of pilgrims,” she said.

Bongkot Mapaumporn represented the
LUMHCR. She discussed the legal frame-
works of statelessness in relation to the
rights to nationality, gender discrimination
in mationality faws that detrimentally af-
fect Asia’s women, and birth registration
as a tool to prevent statelezsness.

Experts from different crganisations gave
shart presentations and case studies, An-
drew Khoo of Malaysia, shared insights on
comparative national policies. Dr, Audeh
Quawas talked about the issues of state-
lezzness in Lebanon. Bishop | Ketut Sia-
ga Waspada raised a pertinent question
about the problems of the stateless Karens
who have lived in "temporary shelters” for
over two decades. Dr. 5am Abwyn (WMyan-
mar}, who also presented a case study,
brought along four persons from the Mae
La refugee camps from Mae Sot, Thalland,
Fev. Dr Sungjae Kim, General Secretary
of the Mational Council of Churches in
lapamn, asserted that the Technical Intern
Training of lapan was akin to slave-like hu-
man trafficking, as fareign migrants were
hired throwgh false promises, deceit, and
low pay. Throughout the consultation, Dr.
Moses Manohar and Ms. Minji Kim raised
thought-proveking guestions, swuch  as;
wity the state had turned into an institu-
tion from which recognition and validation
must be begged, how povernments who
vizlate international laws can be punished,
and what the social structures have pro-
moted the rise of forced migration,
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The consultation resulted in a Comaund-
qué that recalled the mission of the church
to welcome refugees. Asian churches were
asked to raise consciousness and extend
to the stateless people pastoral care, skill
training, employment opportunities, and
legal aid, There was a call for collaborating
with government agencies, UN agencies,
and civil society organisations in order to
sustain advocacy efforts and ameliorate
the conditions of stateless and trafficked
people, Forty—one participants devised
follow-up plans for their local contests,
which included social sensitisation, eccle-
siclogical participation, and academic ac-
creditation.

Asla Consultation on Child
Rights Protection and Advocacy
te Combat Sexval Abuse and
Exploitation

13-16 October 2019 / Chiang Mai,
Thailand

CCA, through its Asla Advocacy Netwark
on Dignity and Rights of Children {agN-
DRoC) organised an Asia Consultation on
"Child Rights Protection and Advocacy to
Combat Sexual Abuse and Exploitation,” in
collaboration with WCC ANDROC was the
putcome of CCA' lakarta Consultation on
Rights and Dignity of Children, which was
held in 2018,

The advocacy initiative of CCA and WO
brought together child rights advocates
frem Its member constituencies and UN
related bodies including UNICEFR. This was
felt to be a timely consultation given the
rising s=xual exploitation of childrem and
vinlence against children in Asian coun-
tries,

The Consultation aimed to identify the
role of the Church and other Faith Based
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Organizations [FEBOs) in strengthening ad-
vocacy against child sewual abuse [CS5E)
and exploitation, It was also to sensitise
and remind the constituencies of CCA and
WL about the significance of the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
and the significance of commemorating
the 307 anniversary of the promulgation
of the UNCRC.

The consultation was placed in the light of
The Economist Intelligence Unit {EIU) 2018
index, called “0ut of the Shadows,” which
explored how 40 different countries are
responding to the threat of sexual viclence
against children. The EIU's recommenda-
tions for countries including Indonesia,
india, and the Philippines highlighted the
need o strengthen legal frameworks and
protections for children against sexual vi-
olence. It also stated that most national
rape laws did not protect yvoung boys, The
report advised engagement with the tour-
ism Industry, the technology industry, and
the media. Most Azian countries currently
lack preventive measures for prospective
affenders, and offender support to pre-
vent recffending. The report also encour-
ages strengthening engagement of the
civil societies,

Thirty-gight people from 13 different
countries across Asia attended the con-
sultation. They came from CCA member
churches and councils, had experences
and, or were currently working on the
rights and dignity of children. Participants
who attended the consultation included
representatives from WOCC, End Child Pros-
ttution and Trafficking (ECPAT], LIMICEF,
and World Vision International {WVI}, Re-
gional and national bodies such as “Vaice
of the Children,” Malaysia, Salinlahi Al-
liance for Children’s Concerns, and the
Association for the Rights of Children in

s

South East Asia.

At the opening session, CCA General Sec-
retary Dr. Mathews George Chunakara
spoke about the continued efforts of CCA
and WCC over the years to highlight the
need to uphold and protect the digni-
ty and rights of children. “CCA and WCC
jaintly initiated this consultation with the
aim to sensitise the member churches and
member councils and to find ways to col-
laborate with wider bodies cperating in
the secular framework. Another import-
arvt aim is 1o identify the role of the church
and other FBOs in strengthening collective
efforts for advocacy against sexual abuse
and exploitation of children”, said Dr
Mathews George Chunakara, He explained
that the AANDROC, a regional advocacy
platform inibiated by CCA, had been trying
to mobilise CCAs member churches and
councils and enable them to be invoived
in advocacy not only at the church fevel
but beyond the church circles into wider
society, and also extend their sdvocacy to
the regional, national and even the inter-
national level through UM mechanisms,

Masimba Kuchera, a member of the Com-
mission of Churches on International Af-
fairs of the WCC, spoke on the topic "Our
Commitment to Upholding and Protecting
the Dignity and Rights of Children"”. He af-
firmed that children are a very important
component of lesus’ teaching, He also re-
iterated the history of Churches' Commit-
ment to Children {CCC) document that was
raised during WCC Assembly in Busan, He
further said, "CCC is not a final dacument,
butit is aliving document” referring to the
freedom to adopt COC to ones context
and life, fime to time and place to place.
He encourzged churches to engags with
society as churches live within the socisty,

Ajit Hazra of the WY reiterated the impar-



tance of churches being practical to pool
their resources and the need to work with
respective povernments,

& presentation on "Protection of Children
from Sexual Abuse and Exploitation” was
delivered by Thomas Muller from ECPAT
international. He highlighted the wvarous
ways children all over the waorld and espe-
cially in Asiz were exploited. He focused
his presentation particularly on sexual ex-
ploitation in travel and tourism, and anline
child sexual exploitation in the Asian con-
text, He reiterated that there was no typi-
cal offender and offenders could be found
everywhere. Society haz always focused
an the perpetrators and only seeks to get
them off the streets. The victim acts as a
stepping stone to the perpetrators. The
approach and focus need to be changed
radically so as to be wictim-centred.” He
said that churches, as FBOs, had an im-
portant rode inaddressing this issue, there-
fore, churches should not ta take a neutral
position but think differently and address
new challenges, embrace the complexity
af this concern, and come up with new
comprehensive and integrated solutions.

Grace C, Ageaoill, the child protection spe-
cialist of UNICEF East Asia and the Pacific
Regional Office spoke on the legal frame-
wiorks, mechanisms, and tools for the pro-
tection of children. She introduced some
international and regional commitments
on protecting child rights. Pointing out
that religious communities had almost 5
billion members in the world she reiter-
ated the importance of collaborating with
religious communities as their potential
for action was great, With their moral in-
fluence, churches could influence think-
ing, foster dialogue and set priorities for
members of their communities; they could
affer a variety of networks for the care and
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pratection of children and the safeguard-
ing of their rights, She urged the particl-
pants, “When a child tells you something,
the first instinct must be to trust the child.
Wery few children cam manufacture details
of incidents of this nature and we must be
careful In our respoense to the child”™,

Participants discussed the role of church-
es in providing safe space for children.
Rev. Mycman Agustinus from Indonesia
emphasized the importance of having a
church level safeguarding policy and code
of comduct, He undedined the importance
of having interfaith actions to reach cut to
more children. Ella Mini 5. Sonawane from
india reiterated that it was an imperative
mandate of churches to protect the chil-
dren, Arceli P 8ile from the Philippines re-
minded all present of the call to churches
to value children and affirm their inherent
right to live in dignity, protect and be a
nurturing community and sanctuary, ralse
community awareness, and be a herald for
justice and peace.

Country and regional presentations on
Child Rights Protection situation were
shared by participants from India, Indo-
nesia, Philippines, Pakistan, 50 Lanka,
Thailand, Malaysia, and Taiwan, Halin J.
Cev from India mentioned that India had
stromg legal frameworks, but the imple-
mentation needed to be strengthened.
lahn Pattiwael from Indonesia explained
that Indonesia was still struggling to make
the justice system accessible for everyone
regardless of the location where cne lived,
either in an urban sething ar in remate ar-
eas, Eule Rico Bonganay from the Philip-
pines reported that most child abuse and
exploitation cases in the Philippines were
resolved out-of-court. Other countries and
regions, in fact, were having similar sifua-
tens too, They had poor access to the ful-
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filment of bazic needs and the respective
governments were lacking Inittatives for
actions for prevention, indicating they did
not take any case seriously enough.

Some participants were asked to share the
best practices that had been implemented
in thelr local context, especially in Inda,
Incdonesia, and the Philippines, where the
churches were trying to implement child
friendly church policy and to adopt child
friendly environmen,

Two Bible Studies were conducted during
the consultation, Rey, George Cherlan from
Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church in In-
dia based his Bible Study from the Gospel
of Luke chapter 18: 15-17. He recalled how
God valued children as kingdom builders,
Bizhop Ligaya revisited the story of Amnon
and Tamar (2 5amuel 13] to reflect on sex-
ual abuse by one's family members.

At the end of the consultation, the par-
tickpants came up with action plans and a
Communigue, The participants also called
all churches to action. It was decided to
disseminate posters and leaflets to all CCA
member churches and councils as a call to
combat child sexual abuse and exploita-
tion.

Training on Ecumenical Diako-
nia and Development

4-8 December 2019 / Chiang Mal, Thoi-
lond

Training for staff and officials of dia-
konal mission departments of church-
es and related organisations facilitat-
ed jointly by the CCA and WCC, The
training was focused on the churches'
participation and mission in prophetic
diakonia within the Asian context, The
training wis attended by 41 partici-

i

pants from across COA and WEC Asian
member churches, as well as from
specialised ecumenical diakonal agen-
cies in Asia was held at the headquar-
ters of thae CCA in Chiang Mai, Thailand
from 4 to 7 December 2019,

Cir. Mathews George Chunakars, the Gen-
eral Secretary of the CCA in 3 thematic
address at the opening zescion outlined
the metamorphosis of the ecumenical
perspectives on diakonia. He stated, “The
challenge of diakonia as emphasized by
the ecumenical movement through WCOC's
facilitation haz always been to encourags
diakenia to move from a charity-maodel
approach to justice, and leap over nation-
al and ecumenical frontiers to respond to
lacal and global issues; to partner in god's
miszion, and be prophetic, transformative,
and justice-seeking.”

In a presentation on “The Sustainable De-
velopment Goals [530G)," Rev. Matthew
Ross, Programme Executive for Diakonia
and Capacity-Building in the WCEC, high-
lighted SDG & and 9 that relate to "Decent
work and economic growth™ and “Indus-
try, Innowvation, and Infrastructure®, Rew.
Ross admitted, "The relationship between
churches and international ecumenical
and church-related development agen-
cies from the West continue to evolve and
has not always been an easy relationship;
however, the shared priorities for the val-
uve and dignity of human beings force us
to work for the betterment of humankind
and care of the earth.”

Rev. Asir Ebenezer, General Secretary of
the National Coundil of Churches in India
INCCIH), im his presentation on "Diakonia
as the Mission of the Church™ elaboerated,
"Diakonia is that which adds to the value
and message of mission. The images of



the church as salt, light, vinedresser, and

gardener caplure this diaconal task of the
church”

Specific issues in "Church's Diaconal Min-
istry" such as that of *Health and Healing"
and of “Women and Children"” were pre-
sented by three panellists- Rev. Debora Pu-
raca Sinaga of Hurla Kristen Batak Protes-
tam, Rev. Juliet 5 Aguilar of United Church
of Christ in the Philippines {UCCP), and Dr.
Renald Lalthanmawia, Programme Coor-
dinator, Prophetic Diakonia and Advocacy,
CCA,

Various leadership models from both bib-
lical and management perspectives were
presented by Rew. Abraham Varkey of the
Christian Agency for Rural Development
{CARD) in India,

Stories of change from different diaconal
contexts emphasizing "People’s Partici-
pation in Development™ were shared by
diaconal mission agencies of three-mem-
ber churches of CCA and WCC in Asia: the
Social Health and Education Development
(SHED) Board of the Bangladesh Bap-
tist Church, CARD of the Malankara Mar
Thoma Syrian Church in Indla, and the 5o-
cial Empowerment Yision in Action wing
{SEVA] of the Church of South India. AR

Sessions on Jrganisatiomal Management
and Human Resource Management an-
chored by the Christian Institute of Man-
agement (CIM) strengthened the partci-
pants’ perspective on this topic,

The participants worked out holistic strat-
egies for human resource dewelopment
in their respectve churches and relatad
agencies, They identified key issues relfat-
ed to 50Gs that CCA and WCU member
churches and their diaconal missions can
effectively respond to.
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The purpoze of the training was: to
help participants to contexiualize the
rale of the Church in working towards
S0Gs in ecumenical engagements; ta
create a netwark for future exchangs
of resources and opportunities for
cross-learning of best practices in ec-
umenical diaconal engagements,






SPECIAL PROGRAMME:
ACTION TOGETHER IN COMBATING

HIV & AIDS IN ASIA (ATCHAA)

HIV and AIDS programme continues to be a special priority area of CCA.
Several skill building and advocacy programmes have been inltiated by
CCA to address the concerns along with efforts to build an HIV compe-
tent church and community in Aska,

in order to effectively respond to HIV and AIDS with the member
churches and counclls, CCA ks continuing its-journey In bullding capacity
of its members to become inclusive and refevant for pecple living with
HIY and AIDS through CCA' Action Together to Combat HIV and AIDS In
Asia [ATCHAR) programme,

Asia- PacHic is the region with the second-highest number of people
living with HIV in the world = an estimated 5.9 million in 2008, {UNAIDS
20138 The Prevention Gap Report],

In-order to contribute to the initiatives of global, national and local
bodies to combat the alarming trend of an increasein the number of
HIV and A0S affected people, CCA will [oin together with governments
| and UN agencies such as UNAIDS. CCA is engaged (n working with and |
.. - through its member constituencies in Asia-at national and Focal levels. ./
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The specific objectives developed by CCA include:

1.

T

3,

4,

Tor Build the Copacity of COA members by training facilitators af reglonal, sub-re-
gional and local levels with exschange of leaming and experiences,

To scale up the Advocacy initiatives among CCA member constituencies target-
ing member churches, governments and UN agencies.

To strengthen existing Foith-bosed Networks and initiate new networks of faith-
based groups in Asla in order to address the consequences of HIV and AlDS,

To play its role in an effective, efficient, responsible and sustainable way of ad-
dressing the problerm of HIV and AIDS.

The expected outcomes are

]

L

CCA programmes make significant sontributions towards the global HIY and
AIDS goals of “getting to 2ero™: zero new infections, zero discrimination, and zero
AlDS-related deaths within Asia.

CCA member churches and councils work more actively in sofidarity with inter-
faith partnerships in advocacy for addressing care, support and treatment in-
cluding &nti-retroviral Therapy (&RT).

CCA member churches and communities will be mare competent in responding
to HIV and AIDS and related isswes, incleding human sexuality, Sexual Orienta-
tion Gender [dentity [SOGI), reproductive health and human rights, based on
faith values and inclusive principles

STRATEGIES
Capacity-Building of Facilitators within CCA Network.

Self-Assessment of Churches' incluziveness by using Appreciative Inquiry
Methaods.

Exchenge of learning and sharing of resaurces within CUA and Interfaith Net-
wark,

Addressing factors governing HIV sulnerabilities including Human Sexuality
and Gender.

Documentation of good practices and building resources for models of inter-
vention within the netwark.

Motivating Youth as change agents.

Specific Advocacy related to prevention, care, support and treatment to
global and concerned organization, development agencies and governments
reglonally and locally,

Dissemination of leaming a1 national and interpational forums based on
first-hand research.

Asian Interfaith Network on AIDS [AINA): Interfaith network will be strength-
ened in each country for exchangs of learning, expertise and linkages for cars
and support within faith-based communities and organisations in Asia.

Provides and facilitates interfaith platforms to address HIV and AIDS issues,
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CAPACITY-BUILDING

Regional Skill Building Workshop
for HIV and AIDS Facilitators in
Asia

19-21 March 20019 Chiang Mal, Thailond

& regional skill building for HIV facilitators
organised by the CCA-ATCHAA, brought
together 12 participants across Asia from
19-21 March 2019 The participants were
fraom diverse backgrounds Including pas-
tors, lay leaders, medical practitioners,
socizl workers, community development
wiorkers, and psychaologists.

The workshop started with worship that
highlighted the stores of struggle and
hope of our People Living with HIV [PLHIY)
brothers and sisters. Dr. Mathews George
Chunakara, CCA General Secretary made
apening remarks and welcomed the par-
ticipants. The General Secretary then out-
lined a brief history of CCA's work an HIV
and AlDS,

One of the components of the workshop
was contextual bible studies, It gave par-
ticipants the platform to re-read the bikle
in the context of HIV, and from the per-
spective of 3 vulnerable and marginalized
community as the PLHIV and through this
identify the role of churches in journeying
together with PLHIV, It alsa Introduced
participants to a creative way of reflecting
on our scripture in the present time,

A different approach in giving technical
inputs wia an Interachive process where
participants were encouraged 1o revise,
review and update information regard-
ing HIV and AIDS were used. The process
raised their awareneszs of the current de-
velapments surrounding HIY and AIDS
especially in the Asia region, Participants

were intrigued by the latest news regard-
ing the second cured patient of HIV. The
new scientific development and ethical is-
sues surrounding this were discussed, O
Ranald Lalthanmawla, Programme Coordl-
nator of CCA, explained that both the pa-
tients were treated for blood cancer, their
bone marrow was transplanted with that
of an HIW resistant donor and they thus
became HIV negative, He alse painted out
that the treatment was for cancer and not
HIV. The need for more commitment to re-
search around HIV was then emphasized,

After equipping participants with the cur-
rent HIV situation in Asia, they were then
exposed to three different organisations
namely Church of Thailand’s (CCT) AIDS
Ministry in Baan Sabazy, AIDSMET and
MPLUS. CCT AIDS Ministry in Baan Sabaay
is a shelter home for PLHIV and the par-
ticipants were able to interact with HIV
positive persons and listen to their sto-
ries. AIDSMET's main focus is on building
partnerships, networking, collaboration,
and sustainability as well a3 giving oppor-
tunities 1o work, build their skills and in-
tegrate PLHIV back with society. MPLUS is
a foundation for key affected populations.
Their services imvolved reachimg out, re-
cruitment, testing, treatment, prevention
and retention of their target population.
Upon hearing the testimonies of PLHIVS,
some participants were moved and took
courage in taking the HIV test to increase
awareness and break the stigma surraund-
ing it

The exposure gave participants a hands-on
experience with FLHIV: stories and waork
of organisations that provide prevention,
treatment, care, and support, Participants
shared their observations on the commit-

i
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ment of the government, private sectors
and the communities in combating the ep-
idemic. They also highlighted the impor-
tance of collaboration and consolidation
of all parfies invaleed. Their experiences
fraom the sxposure emphasized the value
of journeying together with the PLHIV and
recopnising their voice in the face of the
epidemic.

As the workshop progressed, the partici-
pants reiterated the nesd for the church
to revitalise their existing efforts and look
for new pathways to effectively respord
to combating HIV and AID5. The exposure
experience gave the participants a start
an preparatians for the action plan. It was
expected that the participants” action plan
would be implemented in their respective
churches and communities. Follow-up ac-
tivities to intensify churches' initiatives in
contributing to the global, regional and na-
tlanal efforts in ending the epidemic also
have been discussed,

Youth Mativation Programme for
Nepal

21-23 Jurme 20019 Kathmandu, Nepal

CCA topether with the National Council
of Churches of Nepal (NCCN} conducted
a three-day workshop with 35 youth from
all ewver Mepal. The Youth Maotivation Pro-
gramme was guided by the theme "Young
People at the Centre: Taking the Lead in
HIV Advocacy” The workshop was held
at Emmanuel Church, Kathmandu, Nepal

from 21 to 23 June 2019

K.C. archarya, General Secretary of NCON
welcomed the participants and empha-
sized the need to sensitise the Christian
yvouth in Mepal especially outside of Kath-
mandu as they were key agents in Church’s

Tn

ralevance to the comimunity.

Reflecting on the Biblical text about the
healing of the leper, Rev. Vinod Victorn of
CEl, emphasized the need for solidarity of
pecple living with pain and agony. Church-
es need to follow the Jesus model of com-
passion, stretching out of cur hands and
tauching the marginalized,

Taking into account the fack of awareness
of the Mational AIDS programme in Mepal,
the youth were made aware of the basic
facts of HIY including the national situa-
tien. This new infarmation led the youth
to understand the role of the church and
the youth in the church in responding ef-
fectively to HIV and AIDS. The youth mo-
tvabion programme was an  interactive
participatory process that required the
participants to engage actively in all ac-
tivities. Creative group work, contextual
interpretation of the Bible and analysis
of real-life situations helpad the youth to
think outside their comfort 2one, 1o cre-
akte a safe space within the church and
the youth group and become a channel of
lzarning.

MNirmala Gurung, an execubive member of
CCA emphasized the effectiveness of the
simple methods used to approach and
address a topic that is not normally spo-
ken about within the church premises and
assired that these processes will be con-
tinued, The youth beaders of the C3 also
interacted with their peers in Kathmandu
and discussad the possibilities of coliabo-
raticns in this ministre

The participants developed a plan of ac-
tion to reach the churches in rural and
remote areas and developed a strategy
of churches taking the lead in demanding



services for testing, treatment, care arnd
support for PLHIY,

During the discussions, the yvouwth affirmed
that they play & major role in this kind of
ministry as they have a better understand-
ing of the situation and identify themselves
a5 part of the vulnerable population, They
affirmed that they could be change agents
to promote prevention and be the source
of healing for those in pain and agory, es-
pecially for PLHIW.

Youth Maotivation PFrogramme for
Cambaodia.

15-17 July 2019/Fhanm Penh, Combodio

Forty—five young people from different
churches in provinces of Cambodia partic-
ipated in the workshop.

The participants of the yvouth leadership
development programme affirmed their
integral role in the church and society, The
training focused on bullding the capacity
of young people in Cambodia in respond-
ing to the call of intensifying adwocacy
in HIY and AIDS issues. The participants
recognised that their faith should be nur-
tured so that their vision of a vibrant and
dynamic church would be realized, They
emphasized that they are not merely lead-
ers of the local churches in the future, but
leaders of today with a vision to contribute
amidst a constantly evolving Cambodian
Society, They highlighted the importance
of reflecting and relating to a wider faith
community especially in addressing so-
cio-economic and political realities focus-
ing an HIY and 8105 advocacy

The participants expressed the need for
continuous education especially among
young people with wulnerabilities sur-
rounding HIY.
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The participants expressed their gratituds
ko COA for providing them a platform to
come together to discuss and share ideas
on how to contribute to their local church-
es, the ecumenical community, and the
Cambadian society. They affirmed that
thelr dynamism as Christlan youth will
bring new perspectives and new ideas in
building a brighter future not just for the
church but for the socisty. The parbicipants
affirmed their commitmeant to contributing
to the HIV advocacy efforts and expressed
their solidarity with PLHIVs.

Ecumenical Youth Consultation
on HIV, Human Sexuality and
Gender Juslice Advocacy

13-15 September 2013/ Cebu, Philippines

CCA together with the Mational Council
of Churches in the Philippines [MOCP) and
Kalipunan ng Eristivanang Kabataan sa Pil-
ipinas [KEKP — Ecumenical Youth Council)
conducted a three-day workshop. Twen-
ty=seven young pecple from three prow-
imces such as Luzon, Visayas and Mindan-
ao attended, The workshop was held at
United Church of Christ in the Philippines
(UCCP)'s Shalom Centre in Cebu City, Phil-
ippines from the 13 <15 September 2019,

The workshop started with worship led by
the NCCP and KKEP. The UCCP host of the
programme welcomed the participants.
Churches must embrace PLHIV and gen-
der minorities as “the least,” noted /glesio
Evongeico Metadista £En Las Islos Filipings
vouth president Jon Dave Angeles, reflect-
ing on the passage on the judgment of
the nations from the Gospel according to
Matthew, "We are sheep and goats who
will be judged not simply according to

M
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ministries like cinging, dancing or admin-
istering Inside the church but more o on
how we treat the least,” he said. “The pic-
ture of Christ separating the sheep from
the goats ought to get under our skin and
compel us to consider the direction of our
lives,” noted Blessy Grace de Leon of the
United Methodist Church,

The ensuing programme combined orien-
tations and dialogues on HIV and its wul-
nerabilities such as human sexuality and
stories of individuals with different sexual
arientations,

Citing preliminary findings from research
on queer faith, Ateneo De Manila Univer-
sity Development Studies researcher Rob-
bin Dagle zaid: "Homanegativity is present
acrosd all deneminations, from affirming
to rejecting... Is there hope? Most young
people who participated so far say there
is: when the older generations pass an.”
He then encouraged parficipants to es-
tablish brave — not |ust safe — spaces:
"In safe spaces, we tend to not speak our
minds, thinking we might offend people.
We must create spaces where everybody
is brave enough to express their heliefs
withaut being judged so that we can talk
about them."

lon Neil Perfecio of HIV testing facility and
treatment hub Balay Malingkawasnon
{BM] explained the Philippine HIV situ-
ation, including how even health practi-
tioners were not capacitated to handle
cases properly. He also explained the work
af BM, a lacalized, faith-bazed recponse to
HIY.

While Perfecio spoke, valunteers from BM
provided free HIV screening onsite, in a
software called community-based screen-
ing. Before |leaving, the participants visit-
ed the BM facility under Visayas Commu-

T

nity Medical Centre, which is owned by
the LICCP Participants agreed that stigma
must be battled with protracted education
on HIV, especially in the grassroots.

CCA-ATCHAA uzed specialized tools to
mativate the parbicipants to do ministries
relating to HIV, human sexuality and gen-
der justice. They also facilitated the action
planning, during which the participants
pledged to orient more people on HIV and
501,

Women Responding and
Strengthening HIV and AIDS
Advocacy

19-21 Newember 2019/Hsinchi, Taiwan

Forty women from churches, councils,
and related crganisations in Asia came to-
gether at the Presbyterian Bible Collegs
In Hsinchy to participate in a three-day
workshop on "Asian Ecurmenical Women
Responding and Strengthening HIV and
A0S Advocacy”™. The workshop, held from
19 to 21 November 2019, was organized
In conjunction with the AEWA which com-
menced from 22 Novemnber 2019,

Participants of the pre-8EWa workshop
were encouraged to re-read and reinter-
praet the Bikle through daily contextual
bible studies and discussions; they also
learnt more about the situation and issues
of HIY and AIDS through guizzes, assess-
ment tools, and appreciative inguiry.

Prof, Mai-Ying Ko from Mational Cheng
Kurg University gave a comprehensive
presentation on the HIV and AIDS situa-
tion in Taiwan and emphasized on "Unde-
tected equals Untransmittable” ie. “U=10"
and the rele of churches in effectively re-



sponding to the HIV epidemic via "ABCD"
which stands for A — Awareness, B—Break-
ing Stigma, € — Community and Care, D —
drugs like Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, ART
and Post-Exposure Proplylaxis.

In the session “Best Practices in Respond-
ing to HIY and AIDS" Executive Director of
Taiwan Lourdes Association, D Paul Hsu
gave a clear picture about the demography
of PLHIV in Taiwan and their needs and ar-
eas of concern. Dr. Hsu also presented a
HY Community Care Model that could
be replicated in other Asian communities,
Additionally, he shared strategies like Risk
Behaviour Redefinition, Universal Precau-
tion, Gender/ Sex Equality and soon to im-
prove the quality of life of PLHIY,

The participants also had the opportunity
to interact with a PLHIY, Listening to her ex-
perience brought matters into sharp relief
far a number of participants. She said, "My
faith community and family supported and
encouraged me after | was diagnosed with
HIV; this was crucial in my life as PLHIV and
50 | encourage you and leaders of religious
communities to be sensitive and accepting
af FLHIV™.

Susan Chang, President of The Garden of
Mercy foundation in Taiwan inspired and
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moved the participants with her life sto-
ry of starting her own foundation in 1998
and the many challenges she faced over
the years to take care of those wha had
been rejected and stigmatised because of
their HIV ctatws and AIDS, Chang told the
groug, "l urge you o hear God's call and
do samething in your contexts when you
return from this workshop®,

All participants have prepared action plans
to take back with them to their respective
countries and communities after the work-
shop. These would enable them 1o share
what they have learnt, share the resources
received and bring awareness about the
issuwe of HIY and AIDS to a larger group of

people,

Rachael Shanti PA Samuel, a participant of
this pre-AEWA workshop from Malaysia
said, *| come from a conservative church
and so it is not easy to approach the com-
munity with the lssues of HIV and AIDS di-
rectly. However, after being a part of the
workshop and hearing about the work and
lives of many people asscciated with this
iszsue, | am deeply touched and motivated
to implement the action plan that | haws
prepared i a manner that is relevant to
my church; | will then be able to find an
enkry point for HIV and AlIDS."

ADVOCACY

Advocacy Meetings
with UNAIDS and UNICEF

7-8 February 20189/Bangkok, Thalland

Advocacy meetings with  intermational
agencies and like-minded organisations is
one of the strategies of CCA-ATCHAA in ex-
panding its work in HIV and AIDS issues.
several skill buikding and advocacy pro-
grammes have been conducted, as well as
efforts to build an HIV competent church

and community, As part of the ATCHAR, ini-
tatives, CCA complements efforts by Gow-
ernment and UN agencies like UMNAIDS in
fast-tracking HIV responze ending AIDS by
2030 at country, regional and global levels
by working with and through its member
church constituency in Asia through Stra-
tegic interventions in Adwocacy, Capaci-
ty-building and Metworking.

With this in mind, an advocacy mesting

13
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with UM agencies and COA waz arganised
on February 7 and 8, 2019, CCA-ATCHAA
Programme Coordinater, Dr. Ronald
Lalthanmawia and Advocacy Coordinator
lay Roy Tipayan met with 5tela Sacaliuc
— Regional Coordinator for FRO:, Dr. Salil
Panakadan, Reglonal Programme  Adyi-
sor of UNAIDS Regional office in Bangkok
and Shirley Mark Prabhu, HIV Specialist,
Enowledge and Advocacy of UNICEF in the
Asia Pacific Regional Office of UMICEF.

The meeting almed to strengthen the al-
ready established partnership between
CCA and UN. CCA-ATCHAA's 2018 pro-
gramme report and CCA's 2019 pro-
gramme plan was presented. Dr. Salil
Panakadan expressed his appreciation for
the efforts of CCA in addressing Issues
surrcunding HIV, The work of CCA is very
crucial especially in a faith diverse context
of Aszia. He also menfiched that the activi-
tles COA Is Imcorporating in its Skill butlding
workshops such as contextual bible study
and achon planning are new but very use-
ful in a faith-based setting.

Stela Sacaliuc expressed her grateful-
ness to COA for inibabing @ mesting with
her since she was newly placed as the
focal person for faith based organization
of UNAIDS. She commended the work of
CCA In complementing the global, region-
al and national efforts in eliminating HIV.
She then continued to discuss the vanous
strategies of UNAIDS where CCA could be
involved in.

In conclusion, UMAIDS and CCA-ATCHAA
agreed to solidify the partnership by con-
tinuous collaboration and cooperation.
UNAIDS committed to continue providing
techinical and programme input, resource
sharing and possible joint programmes on
Asian Interfaith Consultations on HIY and
AlDS5.

T

CLA-ATCHAA tearn also met with Shirley
PMark Prabhu to discuss the possible col-
labaration of CCA and UNICEF in address-
ing the rights and dignity of children. She
said that CCA had a great scope in contrib-
uting toweards the global inifatives on HIY
and AlD%S and supporting children's rights.
She emphasized that there were a lot of
resources that CCA could tap from the
churches and its partners, and also that
churches already have good programmes
for children and this must be maximized,
Shirley alsa mentioned that CCA could be
a part of the Inter-Agency Review Commit-
tee which meets every 2 months as a start
in building a network with Child Rights ar-
ganisations,

Follow-up meetings have been scheduled
to further strengthen these partnerships
and linkages.

Consultation en Shrengthening
HIV and AIDS Advocacy and
Networking

22 Mareh 2019/Chiang Mai, Thailand

& one-day consultabion on Strengthening
HIV and AIDS Advocacy and Metworking
in Aszia was held in conjunction with Re-
gional Skill Building for HIV Facilitators,
On 22 March 2019, twenty—five particl-
pants from Begional Skill Bullding for HIV
Facilitators were joined by experts from
UMNICEF, Love Yoursef University and CCT
AIDS Ministry {CAM] to discuss further the
role of Falth Based Organisations [FBO)s in
responding to HIV and AI05 and explore
how they could step-up their existing ad-
wocacy efforts.

Shirley Mark Prabhu, Adolescent Health
and HIV Specialist of UNICEF East Asia and
the Pacific Reglonal Office made a presen-



tation on "Strengthening HIY and AIDS
Advocacy and Networking HIV Response —
Adolescents and Children™ She highlight-
ed the current situation of children and
adolescents living with HIV in East Asia.
She emphasized that, "There iz a rise in
new HIV infections among specific young
key populations in several countries in
Asia”. She also mentioned that health care
services and systems are not youth friend-
Iy and we need to ensure that children
and adolescents’ access to services should
be enabling and empowering, "There are
many barriers to testing and access to
treatment as young people have to take
consent from parents and that has been
very challenging”, she added,

Danvic Rosading, head af Love Yourself
University - the educabion and advocacy
arm of Love Yourself, a PLHIV service pro-
vider organisation from the Philippines
reiterated the fear and apprehension of
gerting tested, His presentation focused
an the access and availability of services
for men who have sex with men. He em-
phasized that “Even as an adult there are
50 many things golng throwgh your mind
before getting tested, and | can Imagine
how difficult it will be for children and
yvounger people”. Punctuating the need
far halistic care and support, he asserted
that we need to love ourselves first in or-
der to care for others. "By embracing and
nurturing our self-worth, we inspire others
to do the same and create ripples of posi-
tive change in the community” he added,
His presentation ended with a challenge 1o
the participants: “Are You a Safe Space for
others?™

Rev. Sanan Wutti of CCT AIDS Ministry
{CAN| presented the decade long work of
CAM in responding to the epidemic. They
have been responding to HIV and AIDS
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gsince the epidemic entered Thailland in
the BOs, They have provided counselling,
care, suppart, and opened shelter homes
for PLHIV, They also train volunteers from
the community for achion. They approach
& person holistically including physical,
pavehosocial, emotional and spiritual sup-
port. In the multi-religious context of Asia
Rev. Sanan's presentation made partici-
pants feel that the Church has an import-
ant woice and plays an important role in
complementing the actions of the govern-
ment, NGOs and UN agencies.

During the discussion, the parbicipants
highlighted the need to find an entry point
to discuss HIV and AIDS, wulnerabilities
to HIV Infection and role of the Church
in these ministries, They also mentioned
the need to stremgthen the data and
contribute towards it through various re-
search and programmes conducted by the
churches, The consultation also recognised
the need to document good prachices by
the Churches and disseminate the infor-
mation to government and UM agencies in
crder to play a pivotal role in combating
the epidemic. The participants identified
existing platforms in the churches ta dis-
cuss such topics including the pulpit, Sun-
day schools, youth camp and retreats and
weomnen’s fellowship,

The participants committed themsalves
ko be ambassadors to reach out to PLEIY
and key populations in their own settings.
They also revised their action plans from
the skill building workshop in order to en-
hance their knowledge, reduce stigma and
discrimination, provide care and support
and also aim towards inclusiveness of the
church. The consultation ended with an
emphasis on the need to discuss ags ap-
propriate education towards reproductive
health, understanding the body and com-

]
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mit to & healthy lifestyle,

Ecumenical Learning Exchang-
es of Churches and Interfaith

Crganisafions
19-22 August 2019/ Yangon, Myanmar

Indognesia and Myanmar share similarities
when it comes to having a diverse faith
context thus an eschange of ecumenical
learming is suitable, Moreaver, Myanmar
haz been doing notable proegrammes in
the interfaith field with the leadership
of Myanmar Council of Churches [MCC).
MCC played a vital role in establishing
the hMyanmar Interfaith Metwork on AIDS
{MAIMAL, MINA has been recognised by var-
ious UN agencies and other international
organisations for its work in tailoring their
responses in & faith-based setting.

Eaythi Min Din, MCCs Associate General
secretary welcomed the participants from
Indonesia and talked about her experience
in working with the HIW issue. She shared
that she had a first-hand experience of
stigma and discrimination while warking
an the fielkd. She then continued saying
that “currently Myanmar's HY situation is
getting better when it comes ta HIV treat-
ment and prevention but a chamge in atti-
tude is necessary to combat the epidemic,
It iz where FBOz: can contribute, 'We should
keep on educating our constituencies in
stopping the sbgrma surrounding HIW

Oussama Tawil, UMAIDS Country Direc-
tor extended his gratitude to FEQs during
his opening remarks, He highlighted the
impaortance of faith among the people of
Asia and how can it be ubilised in tailoring
aur response to the epidemic. He reiterat-
ed that "FBOS role In responding to HIV is
very crucial especially as they are waorking

Th

inthe grassroots level” He looked forward
to the work of FBOS In constructing an in-
terfaith theology focusing on the theology
of compassion in responding to HIV issue.

Khawn Taung, MINA General Secretary
said, “Religion plays an important role in
prevention and raising awareness. We
should realize the need for coordination
and cooperation among refigions and re-
ligious leaders and those of faith groups
to effectively respond to the epidemic”.
she was encouraged by the continuous
effort of COCA in advocating and creating
networks to address the issue. "The lead-
ership of CCA in this particular area is out-
standing, they do not only respond in the
Christian perspective but openad up Into a
wider platform of interfaith collaboration.
They keep on journeying among the mar-
ginalized community regardless of faith
expression. MINAS work will not be swec-
cessful without the guidance of the Asian
Interfaith Netwark on AIDS (AINA] which
was initiated by CCA" she concluded.,

Participants from Buddhist, Christian, Hin-
du and Islamic organisations from Indone-
sia stressed the importance of having an
activity like thiz to learn from each other
and build networks for future engage-
ments. They were inspired by the pro-
grammes and stories shared by different
FEOs in Myanmar, They lauded the ex-
cellent work of MCC and MINA together
with CCA's guidance, Aan, representing
the PLHIV organisabion of Indonesia, ex-
pressed his admiration towards the har-
manious relationship of different religions
in Myanmar when it came te the HIV issue.
He hoped that Indonesia will also foster a
mofe open environment in order to re-
spond effectively.

The exposure visits to Good Shepherd Sis-
ters Convenl, Ratana Metta Organisation,



and Ashoka Rama Shwenhinthar Yaylel
Monastery gave the participants an oppor-
tunity to interact and learn from the three
organisation and PLHIVs, allowing them to
wview practical and real-life situations in the
procecs of creating programmes and activ-
ities towards HIV issue, They expressed the
impartance of integrating with the PLHIV
community. It is essential for shifting atti-
tudes and perceptions about what works
and what does not. Participants were
inspired by the strong network among
interfaith groups in Myanmar. They em-
phasized that mutual understanding and
respect is key to scaling up advocacy work
in HIV among FEOs. They sald that thic ex-
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perience will be beneficial in guiding them
in constructing their plan of action,

Participants stated that such programmes
would create 3 sense of mission and. re-
sponsibility to foster closer collaboration,
mutual respect, and understanding be-
tween religions. They affirmed that our
faith ks grounded in the shared values of
each religion, rather than in our differenc-
es. They highlighted the common feature
among religions which is nobility of heart
in serving the people, They committed
to scaling up their advocacy efforts in re-
sponding to the epidemic and revitalising
the existing interfaith network in Indone-
sig when they go back.

STRENGTHENING OF NETWORKS AND COLLABORATORS

Bhutan - Indla Advocacy Meet-
ing

25 August — 9 September 2015 Bhuton
amnd India

Dr. Ronald Lalthanmawia visited the King-
dom af Bhutan and met with leaders of the
member councils in Bhutan. The ohjective
of the vislt was to explore possible collab-
aration with PLHIY networks and discuss
with gowvernment officials and other UN
agencies the possible contribution of CC&
and its members in Bhutan,

Various discussions were held with differ-
ent stakeholders for HIV and AIDS in Bhu-
tan including with the Executive Director
and staff of Lhak-5%am [Bhutan Metwork of
People Living with HIV and AIDS - BNP4+),
staff of National AI05 Controd Programme,
Department of Public Health, Ministry of
Health, Bhutan, Outreach workers and
members of Rainbow Bhutan and PLHIY in
Bhutan.

The Executive Director of Lhak-5am (Bhu-
tan Metwork of People Living with HIV and
AIDE — BMP+), Wangda Dorji shared infor-
mation that stigma and discrimination are
still wvery high for PLHIV in Bhutan. Many
PLHIV do not register with the network for
fear of disclosure and many have not ac-
cessed the ART which is available free of
cost in Bhutan provided by the Mational
A0S Control Programme of the Ministry
of Health, Bhutan.

Discussions were also held with staff of
the organisations including programme
officer, HR and Finance, Communication,
Manager of Community Centre and out-
reach waorkers. The highlights of the chal-
lenges shared by them include;

1. Most of the PLHIV are farmers and
housewives and due to stigma and
discrimination, marny people have to
move from their villages. Those who
are really sick are not able to get the
treatment required.
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2. Even though testing iz freely awvail-
able, all testing is done in gavernment
healthcare centres, many PLHIY st
don't know their status. Most cases de-
tected are through medical screening
because of some other iliness, There
is a great need for Commuunity-Based
Screening of the general population,

3. The organisation started a communi-
ty-based care centre to accommaodate
some PLHIV who are not able to stay
in thelr own villages. The government
has provided the land and facilities to
establish such a centre, The land is cur-
rently used for orchard and brick man-
ufacturing. Funding is reguired to have
a clinic and accommodation facilities
for PLHIVS,

4, There are very few health profession-
als trained in HIY treatment, care and
support. The patients hawve to wait for
many days in case the professional is
nat available.

5. There is a lack of awareness amongst
the youth and the gensral population.

Meeting with National AIDS Control
Programme in Bhutan

& meeting was held with the MNational
AID5 Control Programme [MACP) at the
Gyaitseun Jetsun Pema Wangchuk Mother
and Child Haospital, Community Health Ce-
partment. The Voluntary Counselling and
Testing Centre (VOTC) was situated in the
main hospital itself. The VCTC is well inte-
grated with the hospital.

The MACPE follow WHO guidelines for tect-
ing, treatment and Opportunistic Infec-
tion (1] Management. Testing under the
programime is available at the Basic Health
Unit at village level, Confirmation is done
at the Mational Centre for Disease Control

TH

at the capital, Thimphu. ART iz available
at district hospitals and six hospitals have
CD4 testing kits, Viral load testing is still a
challenge and maost of the time, the sam-
ple has to be sent to India.

One of the major concerns raised by the
Programme Officer was that training is
very minimal and only a few healthcare
praofessionals are trained in HIV and AIDS
managemeant.

Outreoch Workers ond Members of Rain-
bow Bhutan

& discussion was held with the outreach
workers and members of LGBTICAY known
as Rainbow Bhutan. The movement is part
of the initiative of Lhak-sam and focwss-
es on the Key Affected Populations, With
the suppart of professionals, the initiative
made people aware, understand and sup-
port the LGBETIOA+. They also produce a
lat of Infarmation, Education and Commu-
nication materials, The outreach worker
visits homes, hot spots and other places
where the community uwsually gathers
to bring awareness on HIV and Sexually
Transmitted Infections.

Advocacy in India

Az part of the follow-up of the meetings
held at Thimphu, Bhutan, a visit was made
to Mew Delhi, India to discouss with the Del-
hi Netwaork of Positives {DNP+) on strate-
gies of collaboration with the Bhutan MNef-
woark of People Living with HIV and &IDS
[BMP4]. A visit was also made to Christian
Medical Association of India to discuss
how training of healthcare professlonals
in Bhutan can be arranged. These possibil-
ities were explored to strengthen the ad-
vocacy for PLHIV in Bhutan.

Even though HIY ard AIDS is still a diseass



entered in Bhutan lately, the increasing
trend ks o matter of concern, The response
is effective but needs to be fast-tracked as
it can cause a larger problem for the small
Kingdom. The training programme on HIV
and AlDS awareness treatment, care and
support has to scale up, There i alse a
need to involwe NGOs and civil sockety to
increase testing in order to increase case
detection. A comprehensive care centre is
neadad az stigma and discrimination still
persist in the community,
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APPENDICES

List of CCA Programmes and Activifies = 2019
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2 [ATCHAAY in Banghok, Thalland 2049 2 FOLARA f HIV 24
Pigrimage Team Visit to Burma-Thal Border | 27 Fab-3
| jn Maw Sot, Thalland Mar 2018 | 1% BRI

Pigrimage of Fustics and Peace (FIP) = 37 M
4 | Imternational Reference Group Meeting in 304G il 46 BR1.3
Chiang Mai, Thailand

5 |CCAand ACISCA Executive Commitiee Meet- | 19-20 _
ing in Chiang Mai, Thaltand hhar 2019 6532

Regiansl Skl Building Workshap for K ra-21
B |-8nd A0S Facilitators (TOT) LATCH&A] In Near 19 21 POLSFE2 / HIV.1.3
Chiang Mai, Thadland

: wumq-mmlu HIV s 13 Mar
7 nﬂmﬁdmmanﬂﬂﬁmrﬂrtmmnmn-_w

Chiang Mal, Thailand

5 Pastoral Salidarity \Wisik to Sri Lanka, Colom- | 21-23 Apr 1 Ep2
by, Sri Larda 2114 1
Meeting of CCA Foundation Thailand, Chi- | 30 Apr

# | ang nsi, Thailend 2013 -

10 | Pastoral Solidariny wisit to Bahrain :E;QH“" 1 BR2
EnmﬂmEmH:rfmmmHﬂEEw 13=15

1 in Phingim Penk, Cembadia May 2013 | 52 s
International Consultation on Statedass- e

1Z | nass and Human Trafficking in Chiang Wad, Ny 2013 21 Fing.1
Thailand
Warld Health Assembly 2019 and W 2028

13 | Cansultatian on Universal Health Coverage hday 2019 1 POLSRE f HIV
I Ganays, Switzerland el i
Asian regianal Workshop on the UM Human 13-36

14 | Rights Systarmn and Mechanisrms: Applicatian Ny 2019 21 MD.32
far Advocaey in Chiang Mal, Thailand
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Report of the General Secretary
to the CCA Executive Commitiee Meeling - 2017

This is the fifth meeting of the Executive
Comrnities since the 14" General Assem-
bly of CCA which was held in May 2015, As
it was in the case of the Lebanon Executive
Committes meeting last year, this year's
meeting s taking place in a country that is
unfamiliar to most of you, This is probably
the first time that most of you are in Cam-
bodia. Cambodia has been a forgotien area
for several church leaders in Asia although
CCA and the global ecumenical mevement
have been accompanying the pecple of
Cambodia for many years, especially since
the time of the prolonged civil war in the
country and the post conflict period. This
is & country where the global ecumenical
movement including CCA has invested lots
of ime and resources for some Hme. How-
ever, this is another Asian country where
less Acian church and ecurmenical leaders
visit or Interact with churches in Cambo-
dia. CCA has not been making any serious
attempts for some time to make it known
within Asia. It iz in this context that our
meeting as the leaders of the Asian ecu-
menical moverment here in Phnom Penh is
significant.

The history of Christianity and ecumenism
in Cambodia has undergone many chang-
es especially since the country started
a new political beginning after the Parls
Peace Agresment In 1992, | shall not give
vou a detailed account of the Church and
Ecumenical situation in Cambodia in this
report. However, | would encourage you to
understand a little bit more about Christi-
anity and Ecumenism in Cambodia, which
can be found in a chapter of my book on
Ecumenism in Asia, which | wrote some
time ago. Although the time we spend
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here is limited, | am sure that you will be
able to understand the church and ecu-
menical situation at least in a limited way.
We have many things to learn from the
experiences of Cambodia and the Cam-
bodians whe have undergone tradmatic
experiences. This is a country where more
than two million people were massacred.
It is niot easy to recognise from today's de-
velaped conditions in and around Phnamm
Penh that this country has a dark past and
the people have a horrifying memary, This
is the country in Asia where Christanity
was completely wiped out during the dark
days of brutal communist leader Paol Pot.
The Church and Christianity In Cambodia
had images of the colonial establishment.
When the Cambodian communists came
to power inm 1975, one of their first actions
was to dismantle the Roman Catholic ca-
thedral in Phnom Penh, which they called
“the Vietnamese church®, but they saw it
as the residue of the French colonialism.
They tore down other church buildings ali
ower the country. The Cambodian chierch
we see here is a brand new Christlani-
ty which can be traced only after 1990
or more precisely the prowth of Christi-
anity started only afer the Paris Peace
Agreement of 1992, Today, the Church in
Cambodia is growing and it has become a
missionary battlefield. At the same time,
there exists more disunity or competi-
tion among the Christans. What we zes
in Cambaodia is a highly disunited church.
The ecumenical movement In the coun-
try is also divided although both CCA and
WCC jointly supported the churches and a
national ecumenical council in Cambodia.
The meating of the COA Executive Commit-
fee in Cambodia now, a first in the history



af CCA, iz very important. It is 2 timely ac-
tion by CCA now as we try to understand
the Cambodian Church and Ecumenism
and find ways to continue ecumenical
accompaniment in Cambodia in the new
context. | am sure that aur presence and
interactions with Cambaodian churches will
make a difference,

Since our meeting last year in Beirut, our
region has undergone many changes and
experienced several traumatic experisnc-
es, with 5ri Lanka expeviencing the most
tragic situaticon. The terrorist acts that took
place in 5ri Lanka and the murder of more
than 250 churchgoers, tourists, and other
civilians in on Easter Sunday is a remind-
er that Asla Is now the world's leading site
of religious extremism. The endercurrents
of such 3 tragedy is not an isolated event.
Sri Lanka is not the only Asian country
that faces such a crisis. Other countries
in Aska too have been hit in recent years
especially after the gradual demise of the
Islamic state in the Middie East. The pres-
ence and active invelvement of |5 cadres
and supporters are increasingly visible in
Askan countries such as in Afghanistan,
Fakistan, Bangladesh, India, Thailand, the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and in
China's complex Xinjiang region as well as
the Central Asian Republics, Peace and ze-
curity in Asla is threatened by global and
Iocal terrorist organisations with differ
ent strategies. Today's Asia is perhaps the
world's most terrorism-torn region. State
repression against an ethnic or religious
minarity has also triggered in several plac-
e5. Asla confronts a serious and growing
terrorism-related. challenge. These hap-
penings raise a question about the wul-
nerability of Asians amidst development
and progress and the future of peace and
security. We are often proud of the way
&siz has progressed im many areas over
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the past three decades. It iz a fact that the
economic development and technologh-
cal innovation rapidly transformed Asia.
However, despite these developments we
Asians remain caught in protracted cycles
of conflict and violence, Such situations
cnly contribute to underdevelopment,
poor governance, and instability. In the
midst of increasing political gridlock and
communal tensions, seweral Asian coun-
tries face much more severs constraints
to economis recovery and development, A
large number of Asians are forced to live in
the midst of gun battles, ethnic conflicts,
violence, communal tensions and political
chagos. All these have seriows econormic
repercussions In several Asian countries.
Political analysts and observers warn that
the region’s leaders must either address
the problem at its source or prepare for
mare bloodshed in the coming years and
decades, IF left unaddressed, this scourge
caould become the defining crisis of the
century for Asia.

Al these circumstances warrant us to
think abowt being the Church in the midst
of emerging Aslan realities and respond ta
such situations as a community of the am-
bassadors of Christ.

Being the Church in Accompaniment with
Our Co-Filgrims in Asia

The theme we have chosen this vear for
cur programme thrust is ‘Being the Church
in Accompaniment with Our Co-Pilgrims in
Asia”. As we believe that the Church is the
people of God filled with the divine pres-
ence of God, the members of the Church
are called to be partners in fulfilling God's
mission and to commit themselves to the
mission of gospel saturation. The struggle
for attaining the goal of peace with justice
is the essence of the message of the gos-
pel. At this crucial time in Asia, as Asian

BS
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ecumenical family members, how do we
find relevance to the value and message
af the Gospel? In order to attain the goal
of Gospel saturation, the people of God in
Asia are called to be partners and accom-
paniers with all God's people who are co-
pllgrims, The word pilgrim and pilgrimage
have become more prominent in the ec-
umenical movement especially since WCC
launched a Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace
programme. The concept of pilgrimage
has different contextual meanings in the
warld and in Asia too, | tried to articulate
thiz in a small book | wrote and published
in 2015 A pilgrim is not a lonely wanderer
am the planet, nor is a pilgrimage merely
a concept of performing a ritual, or com-
memaration; it is a search for truth, con-
nection, transformation, participation, ac-
companiment and a path leading to peace
with justice. In Asia's diverse pluralistic cul-
tural and religious contexts, pilgrimage has
elaborate significance and spiritual values.
In Asian contexts, pilgrimage is alzo a jours
ney of search, especially one of exalted
purpose or moral significance. |n varous
religious traditions In Asia, pligrimage is
an ongaing process that enables transfor
mation through deep spiritual experiencs
es. The pilgrimage in Asia also has integral
components of peace building and nur-
turing harmony together with our co-pil-
grims, [tis in this context that we need to
find the relevance of being a Church in ac-
companiment with our co-pilgrims in Asia.

The Church has a responsibility to equip
and prepare all members of the Church
to be co-pilgrims in Gods mission. The
Church in Asia is called to participate in
God's mission of a spiritual journey of
pilgrimage in the struggle for peace with
justice. However, the reality s that maore
and more people are wary of Institution-
al formz of the Church for many reasons.

i3]

The emerging and pressing need = to learn
how to be a catalyst as the Church in Asia,
how ta be a good partner and accompani-
er with our co-pilgrims in a diverse cultural
and religious context im Asia in the spirit
of Christ's love, As a body of Christ, the
Church in Asia today is called to witness
Christ in the midst of increasing painful re-
alities of fragmented communities in Asia.
The activities heing carmied out in 2019 is
the fourth part of the ariginal five years
strategic programme plan developed and
adopted by the CCA Executive Committes
for 2006-2020. A wide range of activities
are planned and being implemented.

As we continue our journey of implerneant-
ing afl these programmes, the thought
that constantly reminds us is that we stand
at the threshold of 3 new era in humani-
ty's journey towards its destimy. There are
many signs all areund us that remind ws of
the new challenges we come across in all
areas of life in Asia. The emerging contexts
and situztions in Asia call for 3 new way of
fulfilling the mission necessary for a new
way of being the Church, This is because
the mission determines the being of the
Church. The Church is the community of
disciples that has received the Good News.
The Church iz called to communicate, ac-
company and jourmey together in the
world to share the Good News, In other
words, the Church is both conditioned by
Christ and conditioned by the world, The
first Christian community communicated
and manifested its faith in Christ not so
much through its doctrinal formulations
as by its being a community of love and
sharing. However, we Asians have not suf-
ficiently manifested to our brothers and
sisters of other faiths and ideclogies this
specific Christian image of sharing and car-
ing, W still present Christ as a refigious
founder and Christianity as the supreme



redigion. This = what is happening in Cam-
bodia, Lacs andfor Nepal today, As a re-
sult, we are either tolerated or persecuted
as another religion depending on the atti-
tude of the majority religions wherever we
five,

The CCA tried to respond to emerging
Asian issues and accompanied (15 mem-
ber churches and councils that were either
caught up in conflict situations or needed
support on specific cccazions. On behalf
of CCA, the General Secretary respond-
ed to number of emerging Asian Issues
during the past one year since we met in
Lebanon. The wide variety of issues ad-
dressed and responded by CCA are cdear
indications of the fragility of Asia's crisis
Lituations and ecumenical Pesponses war-
ranted, The issues addressed range from
terrorism, human trafficking, viclation of
human rights and minarity rights, freedom
of religion, indiscriminate shoofings at
worship place, and racial discrimination,
The ongoing conflict situation in the Phil-
ippines is a matter of serious concern. The
churches in Asia are faithfully responding
to several pertinent issues in their respec-
five contexts as part of their prophetic wit-
ness. Im this situation, we find relevance of
being the Church in accompanying people
and communities who struggle for jus-
tice and peace in Asia. The programmes
wie are focusing in the current year touch
upen many aspects and areas of Asian sit-
uations.

In 2018, CCA initiated, organised and facil-
itated 38 programmes. |n additon to this,
in the first half of 2019 CCA organised and
facilitated 19 programmes. Preparations
are underway for another 18 programmes
including certain major events such as the
Congress of Asian Theologians {CATS-1X)
which will be held In Medan, Indonesia
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from 5 to 10 August 2019 with 100 Asian
theologians, and the AEWA in Hsinchu,
Taiwan from 21 to 27 Mowember 2019
with the participation of 250 women from
all ower Asia. All these efforts of CCA really
help us to revitalize the Asian ecumenical
movement while reflecting on being the
Church in Asia.

Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace Asia Fo-
cus

The programme of the Pilgrimage of lus-
tice and Peace {PIP) initiated by the WIOC
has ite focus en Asia in 2019, CCA facili-
tated the meeting of the PIP Internation-
al Reference Group and the Theological
Working Group which was held in Chiang
Mal during the first wesk of March 2019,
The members of the Reference Group to-
gether with several staff of WCC joined the
Filgrimage Team Yisits organised to Paki-
stan, Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Indone-
sia and Thailand-byanmar border prior to
the Chiang Mal meeting. There were three
other visits criginally planned and sched-
uled to take place to the Philippines, Japan
and South Korea. Although CCA represen-
tatives did not directly participate in thess
PTWs, CCA facilitated a planning meering
with the General Secretaries of 9 MCCs in
Aszia which enabled better coordination
and arganmisation of each PTY that already
took place. The week long mestings held
at the CCA headguarters was focused on
peace related issues in Asia as well as in
other parts of the world. The role of CCA
in organising and facilitating PIP Reference
Group meeting, an Interfaith Worship an
Peace organised in conjunction with the
FIF meeting and the launching of the Ecu-
menical Water Metwork Lenten campaign
were apprecisted and recocgnised by the
members of the international reference

group.



Presgramme Report 2018

Py B m Db iy i Bcmepomi v il e Do jdpaa m fata

A this wear's PIP regional focus is on Asia,
the WOL's varlous programme desks and
units will organise programmes with a fo-
cus on Asia. The leadership of WCC asked
all its programme staff to implement such
programmes in Asia only in coflaboration
with CCA, and most of them now work
together with CCA in implementing pro-
grammes in Asiz. Al least six programmes
have been scheduled this year as joint pro-
grammes in areas such as statelass paople,
ecatogy, human rights advocacy, diakonia
and sustainable development, evangelism,
dignity of children and communication
training. & meeting of the WCL and eight
REQ General Secretaries held recenthy
adopted new guidelines for strengthen-
ing WCC and REQ relations and joint ac-
tions. One of the provisions made in these
guidelines is to ensure the participation of
respective RED from the beginning of the
planning stage itself, This needs to be seen
as a pasitive indicator. This is yet another
way of strengthening and ensuring the co-
herence of ons ecumenical movemsnt.

Asia Sunday: Stateless and Trafficked Peo-
ple our Co-Pilgrims

The focus of this year’s Asia Sunday was
on ‘Stateless and Trafficked People in Asia;
Qur Co-Pilgrims’ and was yvet anocther op-
portunity to reflect loudhy about cne of
the most serious contemporary issues
faced by humanity.

Statelessness and human trafficking are of-
ten intertwined, and are grave and wide-
spread human rights prablems of the con-
temporary world, Both issues have even
been linked through the common claim
that statelessness puts a person at great-
er risk of becoming a victimm of trafficking.
Millizns of Asians, including women and
children, are at risk of being stateless and
trafficked as migrant workers both within
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and outside the region. Stateless peopls
exist in most Aslan countries, Forty per
cent of the identified stateless population
of the world live in Asia and the Pacific. In
South East Asia and South Asia, discrimi-
natory laws, policies and practices on the
basis of gender, ethnicity, race and religion
have significantly contributed to stateless-
ness. We hear the stories of the plight of
the Rohimgyas in BMyanmar who are the
most vulnerable stateless people in Asia.
Close to one million hill tribe people in
Thailand lack Thai citizenship as they are
unzbie to provide documentation of their
birthplace or parentage. Childrem among
the two million Myanmar refugees or eco-
nomic migrants in Thailand are ineligible
for Thai or Myanmar citizenship, rendering
them stateless. Four million people in the
fiszam state of india have been effectively
rendered stateless by the Indian gowvern-
ment’s recent actlons, since the Indian
government will no longer consider them
Indian citizens as they are not included in
the draft list of the Mational Register of Cit-
izens [NRC). Persons of Chinese descent
have also faced restrictions on citizenship
rights in Indonesia, Korea, and Yietnam.
Tens of thousands of undocumented chil-
dren of migrant parents in 5abah in 2ast-
ern Malaysia are believed to be stateless
and extremely vulnerable, particularly
those whose parents have been deported.
Over 100,000 Bhutanese refugees in Mes
pal are among the most protracted situa-
ticns of statelessness. In Cambodia, since
being forcibly displaced during the Khmer
Fouge regime in the 19705, many ethnic
Cambodians have lived in Vietnam for
generations, and they hawve lost their doc-
umeantation or any proof of having lived
In Cambodia, It is in this context that CCA
tried to mobilise and sensitise the Asian
churches in various ways of advocacy.



An international consultation was organ-
ised in May 2019 together with the WCC,
Focusing on the plight of the stateless peo-
ple through this year's Asia Sunday was
another opportunity. We have received re-
ports fram several churches abouwt the ab-
servance of Asia Sunday n their respective
congregations and NCCs,

Concerns of Asian Diaspora in the Arabi-
an Gulf

We have been trying to address the con-
cermns of the Asian Diaspora in the Arabian
Gulffor some tirme, A5 a follew-up of earlier
solidarity and pastoral visits, we organised
a Consultation on Asian Diaspora in the
Arabian Gulf which was held in Bangkok
in November 2018, The consultation was
attended by Aslan church representatives
together with about 20 representatives
of Asian Diaspora from the Arabian Gulf
countries such as Kuwait, Bahrain, Muscat,
Saudi Arabla, Dubal, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah,
Razel Ehaima, and Fujira, The plight of the
migrants and migrant workers in the Ara-
bian Gulf needs to be addressed with an
urgent prianty in the changing situation
in the Gulf countrizs. Asian churches will
also have ta play important roles in their
respective countries. The representatives
of Asian churches in the Gulf region have
been repeatedly asking CCA to take 2 lead
in Initiating an appropriate programme in
the Gulf region for the Asian Diaspora, |
recently discussed this issue with the Gen-
eral Secretaries of the Middle East Coun-
cil of Churches and the All African Con-
ference of Churches during the meeting
af the WO and REQ General Secretaries,
CCA needs to follow-up on this issue in the
niear future.

Conciliar Fellowships in Crisis; Lack of
Good Governance?
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Traditionally, ecumenizm aemphasizes the
unity of the faithful towards the final goal
of theclogical and ecclesial convergence.
However, the emphasis and the interpre-
tations have changed over the years. To-
day ecumenizm has amuch wider meaning
but ecumentsm sHIl mainly addresses, in
classical terms, unity of the churches, The
visible expression of such unity is reflected
through the work of the national council of
churches, Acia has 17 NCCs, but several of
thern are really In crisis, There are various
reasons and factors for such crisis and of-
ten there are efforts to overcome such cri-
siz. Meanwhile, aother models or descrip-
tiens of ecumenismn emerge. Recaptive
Ecumenism is one such trend that accepts
a preater degree of difference between
Christians and their respective churches.
Instead of focusing on areas of potential
corwergence between the churches, pro-
ponents of receptive ecurnenism say that
ecumenism at the present needs to focus
on the individual growth and learning of
each church traditicn in dialogue with oth-
ers. This argument of individual churches
and bilateral collaberation instead of mul-
tilateral approach of ensuring unity has
many negatives impacts as such initiatives
often promote denominationalism and ig-
nore ecumenical commitments. There are
several examples we can take from Asian
situations as such attempts are often
aimed at narrow personal and political

Eains.

The goal of tradibonal church cantered
ecumenizm, visible unity through theolog-
ical and ecclesial comvergence, is often put
aside in favour of an ecumenism of bilat-
eral collaboration in the name of denom-
inationalism or reviving the cld mission
board connections through Western mis-
SlON ARENCHES oA I:vtmrning mare active
in Asia, What the Asian churche: need at

]
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this juncture is selfexamination to find a
way of mutual enrichment, This Includes
a deepening of mutual understanding and
appreciation between the churches, but
more fundamentally it should aim at the
maturing and growth within each church
in the process of real receptive learning
between churches,

Several membar churches amd MCCs are
in disarray now due to internal conflicts,
inter-church rivalries, personal conflicts
and leadership crisis, lack of accountabil-
ity and transparency as well as corruptian.
Whether it is in poor countries or eco-
nomically advanced countries, the level of
corruption taking place in Asian churches
is Increasing. The only difference probably
is regarding the amount of church money
given by the faithful to the churches that
is used for corrupt practices or how the
church property is misapproprigted by a
poor church or a rich church through the
deals by the church leadership, The repu-
tation of several churches in Asia is under
stake as there is no stewardship or there
is no Code of Conduct in churches to deal
with such Issues, It is a shame for Asian
churches as a whaole that some of CCA
member churches are spending millions of
dollars for court liigation. In this meeting
we need to deal with developing 8 Code
of Conduct principle for CCA, This could be
applicable eventually to member church-
es and councils. We are in discussion with
the Mission 21 in Switzerland to get sup-
port for an Asla wide project to help CCA
member churches and councils te develop
a Code of Conduct and Good Governance,
| know that this may not be 3 popular
programme or proposal as far as some
churches and their leaders are concerned
but It 15 essential to uphoid the credibility
of Asian churches, for which CCA needs 1o
initiate and facilitste certain programmes.

an

Where Are We Heading to? Financial Sus-
tainability and the Future

In my repart last year, | mentioned about
the issues relsted to income development
and financial sustainability as an urgent
pricrity. The dwindling financial situation
of CCA needs to be considered as an urgent
priority. As | reparted last time, there are
several positive and encouraging respons-
es from the member churches in terms of
covering expenses of hosting programmes.
In last year's General Secretariat’s [G5) re-
port there were several examples of such
generous support received, You will see
the visible evidence of such generous sup-
port in the audited statement and financial
report; we recelved a total of U.S 5326,240
in 2018 from Asian churches for various
programmes. This was possible due to our
consistent efforts of convincing our mem-
ber churches about the need for their in-
creased support to COA, We are expecting
suppart from several other churches in
2019 too. For example, two major forth-
coming everts of CCA, CATS and AEWA
will be supported by churches in Indonesia
and Talwan. The board and lodging of 100-
120 participants of CATS-1X and other local
expenses will be covered by 3 Pentecostal
church GBIl in Indonesia which is a mem-
ber church of PGI, and it is through PGI
that this church is relating with CCA, The
Frestyterian Church in Taiwan will hast
the AEWA and pay for all local expenses
of 250 participants of BEWA which will be
held in November 2019, In this context, |
refterate the disappointment | expressed
earller that several economically well-off
churches in Asia’s rich countries and coun-
cils are sHll not generous enough to sup-
port CCA by way of adding any additional
membership contributions or programme
suppart contributions,



Here | would like to report again to the Ex-
ecutive Committes and alert them about
the shrinking financial support to CC&
from our European and North American
church partners. | approached and tried
to convinee some of CCAS traditional ec-
umenical partoers in Europe for an in-
creased contribution, | made a special
appeal for increase in their regular con-
tributions. As you know, the income from
the international ecumenical partners is
not increasing inrecent years but decreas-
ing annually, They have given us sufficient
indications much earlier that the time has
come far CCA to stand on its own feet. It
haz become increasingly evident that the
financial contributions from the non-Asian
partners will be drastically reduced in com-
ing years. Let me alert you again, all the
responsible Asian church feaders, that it is
high time for CCA to look for sustainable
income development from other reliable
and stable sources. F would like to reiterate
my earlier propozal that the property de-
velopment or income development sourc-
es together with the CCA headguarters
building project need to be a priority for
CCA, and it should be the highest priori-
ty for CCA to take 3 proper decision at the
earliest. The more we wait, the more our
available money will be devalued,

An Update on the Proposed Building Proj-
ect and Land Development

Once | mentiened about a comment by
Rev D.T. Miles who said "we have no Swit-
zerland in Asia”. What he meant was that
Asia has no neutral country for EACC head-
guarters to be located and cperate with-
out any fear or hindrance or interventions.
Six decades later, it is being proved that
CCA can anchor its base ocnly in very faw
countries in Asia, but with mamy restric-
tons or hurdles, CCA waz expelled from
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Singapors once and then relocated and
cperated from four countries, Then it was
under one roof in Hong Kong, but found
it more difficult to be sustainable, hence
CCA came back to Thailand, where CCA
had its headguarters located for mors
than a decade in 1960s and early 1970%,
The difference between then and now is
that there had been a greater sense of
cwmership demonstrated by CCA's mem-
ber church in Thailand, the CCT when CCA
housed its headguarters at 25 Papuan
Road in Bangkok along with CCT head-
guarters. Mow CCA is just a client availing
services at the Payap University campus.
The guestion |5 how long we will continue
like this, Ever since CCA moved to Chiang
Mai, every General Secretary tried to do
something at the beginning and then left
the office without taking any responsible
decisions. Az a result, ime pazced and the
fund set aside from the sale proceeds in
2006 designated for building project has
diminished in value.

Let me recall the earlier decisions of the
CCA Executive Committee with regard to
the building project and the land develop-
rreent project. The utilisation of the land
cwned by the CCA located in Chiang Mai
has been a focus for discussion and de-
bate for several years, At different times
the General Committee of CCA decided to
sedl the land, but later the CCA Executive
Committee decided that the sale of the
land be put on hold for the moment and a
mandate had been given to draw up a plan
that enabled calculating the cost of the
eptire process, On another occasion the
decision was to look for an opton to buy
ancther piece of land where the height
restrictions did not apply and construct
maore floors with a possibility for better
income generation potential for the CCA.
The Finance Committea and the Executive

3
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Committes received and supported the
feasibility report prepared by an architect
and appraiser, The proposal was accept-
ed in principle and decided to implement
the proposals: using two (2] plots out of
the total of four (4) plots utilising 20,000
square feel to be divided for the purpes-
es of CCA office space, library, meeting
rooms, staff accommodation and rental
accommodation as well as to develop an
Agian Ecumenical Institute, a training cen-
tre with appropriate conference facilities,
Meanwhile, the subcommittee which is
mandated to look into three other options
made new proposals. The Executive Com-
mitbes in its meeting held in Beinut in July
2018 decided to purchase a school build-
ing — Lana School property. However, this
decision was not implemented after con-
sidering various factors.

The post-2018 Execubive Committee mest-
ing developments In this regard can be
surnmarised a5 follows:

1. A two-member team of engineers of
the Habitat Technology Group in India
visited the Lana school site and ex-
amined the conditions of the existing
school building, After an inspection
and evaluation, the engineers report-
ed their ocbservations:

2. The engineers found that the Lana
school building was mare than S0years
ald- although the owner of the prop-
erty initially told CCA Ex-Com member
Ms, Supaporn that the school bullding
was only 30 years old. The engineers
noficed in the approved master plan
of the building that the permission for
constructing the building was granted
by the autharities in early 19605,

3. The construction of the pillars and
beams were not strong enough to

¥

bear the construction of amy further
additional floors or reoams.

4. The existing buildings on the site were
too old and constructed with less-ad-
vanced technologies and they were
now in very bad conditions; taking into
consideration the present condition of
the building and the expenses need-
ed for refurbishing, the bulldings had
cnly 2era value and the price negotiat-
ed should only be for the land.,

5, In this situation, as reguested by the
General Secretany, M3, Supaporn in-
formed the Lana School ocwner that
CCA was not interasted in negohating
fior the purchaze of the school proper-

By,

B, Ms. Supaporn armanged another possi-
bility to buy a property, a hotel awned
by a member of the CCT, The Habitat
Group Engineers visited the place and
examined the building and the prop-
erty. It was found that we would need
maore additfional constructions to meet
all the reguired needs,

7. The Habitat Group engineers, during
their stay in Chiang bai, visited CCA
property site and advised construct-
ing buildings on CCA land as a more
practical solution rather than acguir-
ing ather existing properties. The loca-
tien and accessibility to the property
pravided by roads on three sides were
considered advantageous.

Mow the guestions before this Executive
Committee include how to proceed Fur-
ther. Decisions to be taken at this Execu-
tive Committes:

# |n which direction must the building

project be followed up?



«  Must an attempt be made to relocate
CCA headguarters to Bangkak or an-
ather country?

# Should the CCA headguarters be lo-
cated in Chiang Mai itself? And if yes,
should it be in a rented place or in a
building constructed on its own fand ?

| am hoping that the agenda item set apart
will help us to discuss further on this mat-
ter and take a concrete decision with bet-
ter clarity,

15" General Assembly of CCA: 2020

The 157 General Assembly is scheduled to
take place in 2020, We have already made
certain decisions in the Executive Commit-
tee meeting held in 2018 with regard o
the venue and also formed an Assembly
Planning Committee [APC), The APC met
once and inibiated a preparatory process.
Maore details will be shared later for sep-
arate discussions and decisions. The APC
undertook a detatled brain storming ex-
ercise to make concrete proposals before
the Executive Committee regarding a suit-
able theme. The APC discussion was cen-
tred on the theme Reconciliation, Renewal
and Restoratian., The APC finally filtered
the themes from several proposals and
considered;

- “God, Restore us to Yourself and
Rensw the Creation™

- "G, Restore us to Your Path and
Renew the Creation®™

"God, Restore Us in Your Spirit and
Renew the Creation®

After much discussion and deliberations,
the APC came up with the final proposed
theme to be presented at the Executive
Committee meeting to be held in July 2019;
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"Gaod, Remaw Us in Your Spirit and Restors

the Creation” (P2 104:30, Lam, 5:21),

This has resemblance with the themes
of two other events of CCA thiz year. The
theme of the Congress of Asian Theolo-
gians [CATS), which will be held in Med-
an, Indoneska from 3 to 10 August 2019 is
“Reconciliation, Renewal and Restoration:
Divine Indicative and Human Imperative”,
The AEWA theme will be "Arize, be Awake
to Reconcile, Renew and Restore the Cre-
ation®, When the proposed theme of the
fssembly s compared with these two
themes, one may feel that an important
component, *Reconciliabion’ is. missing in
the proposed theme for the Assembly. As
the Exscutive Committee |5 going to make
the final decision on the theme of the next
dszembly, it would be better to discuss the
thematic emphasis in a more in-depth way
and enzure better clarty,

The proposed theme 15 in the farm of a
prayer; it i& more with a theacentric em-
phasis and the overall missiological em-
phasis is also articulated in this prayer. We
narmally approach mission and missiclogy
from the perspective of history of mis-
shong or from that of the Great Commis-
sion texts, interpreting them in a narrow
sense a5 a call to baptise everyone. Today,
we realize that the welfare of the whole
creation is the object of the Christian mis-
shom. The Church is like the leaven meant
to facilitate the transformation of the
world. The mission in which we are called
to participate is to be aimed &t reconciling,
renewing, restoring and transforming the
world and the entire creation, The Chris-
tiarn understanding of the Church and its
mission is deeply rooted in God's grand
design for all creation. God's purposs
in creation was hindered by human dis-
chedience which ultimately affected and
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spoiled the relationship between God, hu-
man beings and created disorder, We are
alierated not only from one anather, but
also from the land that sustains us. Our
relations are estranged, scosystems are
increasingly damaged, and we are respon-
sible for degrading the creation, God rec-
onciles, renews and restores everything
distorted from their original state into a
peaceful, life-promoting relationship with
ane anather. Since human beings are in-
carnated in material, bedily existence, we
are necessarily interdependent on plants
and animals, land and sea, heaven and
earth. The pood news is that redemption
is cosmic. The process of reconciling, re-
newing and restering 1s God's way of en-
suring the fullness of life of all God's cre-
ation, Owr faith is in God who reconciles
all things in heawven and on earth. What we
need to emphasize and convey in a theme
of CCA Assembly s a message that will be
fully Asian and authentically Christian,

With regard to the venue, we agreed in
principle for the 15" General Assembly to
be held in Jabalpur, India as the first op-
tion. During my further enquiry and dis-
cussions with Churches in northern parts
of India and with the Mational Council of
Churches in India (MCCI), | discovered cer-
tain practical difficulties related to flight
connections from international airports
to Jabalpur where the delegates will have
to travel by domestic flights. Meanwhile
certain other proposals were also made
for Kerala, the scuthernmost state of In-
dia, as a possible option to hold the next
Assambly, F the Assembly will be held in
india. The APC during its meeting in May
looked into other options either in Bang-
kok or in Chiang Mai. When we shared this
proposal with others we were reminded
of the fact that CCA had three General As-
zemblies already in Thailand; two in Bang-

B

kok and cne in Chiang Mai. Whether it is
in India or Thalland or amywhere else, we
need to ensure mare sense of ownership
by the churches and also & certain level of
financial contribution as well as expenses
in terms of covering the Assembly costs
Including travel subsidies at the minimum
level, We have worked out certain details
based on the available information, which
will be presented later. Various factors
need to be considered for ws to make a
proper decision.

CCA Member Churches and Membership
Shifting

The geographical area of CCA's member-
ship has been growing for some fime. CCA
presently has its members starting in West
Agia From Iram bo lapan in East Asla, and
Mepal in the North to New Zealand in the
South. However, there are interests ex-
pressed by churches from other countries
to become members of CCA The Anglican
Church in Mauritiug has contacted ws and
also sent a participant to attend last vear's
AEL Leadership of a Church in Mongolia is
in contact with us and alsa certain church-
es from the Central Asian Republics such
as Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, At the same
tirme certain churches in Australia and Mew
Zealand have become members of the Pa-
cific Conference of Churches (PCC). The
notable fact here is that OC& was never
informed of such developments where a
member church was seeking membership
in another Regional Ecumenical Organisa-
tion. Sometimes this creates some confu-
sion with regard ta their regional identity.
A Few vears ago, Gereja Kristen Injill di
Tanah Papua [GEl}, a CCA member church
in West Papua became a member of PCC,
and the same church is still 3 member of
CCA, Howeaver, In internaticnal gatherings
GEIdentifies its afiliations with the Pacific



region. In several churches, only the lead-
ership knows which direction the church is
moving and how it relates with different
levels in the ecumenical movement. What
Noam Chomsky once commented on an-
ather issue is relevant in this context too!
"The general population doesn't know
what’s happening, and it doesn’t even
know that it doesn't know!”

Recently the national contact person WA,
{Bill} Robinson wrote to us on behalf of The
Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of
Friends [Quakers) New Zealand saving,
“We are a relatively small group and need
to be careful of the wse of our resources
and finances. We also note thet CCA has
grown intoa vibrant and active body with-
in Asia o our assistance and backing s
no longer needed.” &5 vou know, the Ma-
laysian Methodist Church informed CCA
just pricr to the 14™ General Assembly in
2015 that the Methodist Church in hMa-
laysia had withdrawn from CCA's fellow-
ship. The reason at that time was probably
that the church was concerned about the
fraudulent invalvement discovered by the
investigation team of CCA about the then
General Committee member of CCOA from
Malaysia who was alzo the Secretary of
the Methodist Church in Malaysia. Qut of
a total of 100 member churches of CCA,
we now have only 98 members in our
membership register, but some of them
are rather non-active members or not
responding to our correspondences. We
have contacted all mermber churches again
recently to seek certaln statistics about
each church that are needed for careful
decision-making on seat allocation.

MNew Membership Applications and
Guidelines for Processing

As several other churches In Asia are sesk-
ing membership in CC&, we need to think
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and discuss more about CCAs mamberchip
application policies, As Far as seeking new
membership in CCA is concerned, we have
only a very informal or loose policy for ad-
mithing a new member church in CCA. Ag
per the CCA Constitution, in order to gual-
Ify for membership a church must express
its agreement with the basis of the WCC
[Articte | of the Constitution): The CCA is
a fellowship of churches which confess
the Lord lesus Christ as God and Sawviour
according to the scriptures and therefore
seek to fulfil together their common call-
ing to the glory of the one God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

CCA iz not an organization dealing with
specific countries or nationalities or dis-
putes between nations. CCA does not give
preferantial treatment in accepting the
views and suggestions made by its mem-
ber churches or councils in terms of its size.
However, the member churches should
have a clarity on its member churches
and councils and CCA should have 3 clear
policy and guidelines for accepting mem-
ber churches or councils, It is more ap-
propriate now for CCA to adopt a policy
guldeline for recelving and accepting new
members in future. The acceptance of any
new members in CCA fellowship should be
based on a commonly accepted guideline
and systematic process. As It is, there are
no guidelines except certain requirernents
cutlined in the CCA constitubion; we dan't
even have a membership application form
for the applicant church to spell out the
details. We have included an item on the
agenda of this meeting to discuss about
the guidelines for membership in CCA. A
process to develop proper guidelines will
help CCA to handle new membership ap-
plicatians in a professional way and in-
troduce and recommend the applicant
church/ council at the General Assembly.

]
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We need to start the process now as there
are certaln churches from Japan, Vietnam,
Mongolia and Mauritius that have already
expressed interest to join CCA and proper
decisions need to be made at the forth-
corming assembiy

Challenges Ahead of Us

As we are now approaching the pnext Gen-
eral Assembly and completing the as-
signed mandates of the current Executive
Committee, we nead to make an assess-
ment about the ongoing challenges ahead
of CCA, There are number of important is-
sues to be addressed still or aimed to be
achieved.

(A} Human Resources: CCA Meeds More
Committed Personnel to Perform Tasks

Commitment to work and committed staff
and the level of their enthusiasm are the
real strength of an organisation or institu-
tion in order to perform tasks and rman-
dates at a workplace, The enthusiasm
and commitment of a person towards the
goals, mission, and vision of any organisa-
tion would normally be expected. Our ec-
umenical tasks are achieved by persever-
ance, hard work, and dedication. All these
gualities don’t just show wp in a day, From
my experiences during the past four vears
as | tried to attain certain goals of CCA
through a marathon race, | realized that
the challenges are enormous! Finance is
not the only factor that hinders CCA from
performing a better task. Commitments
and commitbed human resources to um-
dertake the responsibilities and imple-
ment them with certain level of motiva-
ton and ecumenical commitment is the
most needed factor. The church and the
ecumenical movement as a whole in many
places face this az a major problem, soas
in CCA, Our experiences show this as a

k1]

majar challenge for CCA now. At the same
time, | am glad that the voung talents we
identify from &sia are hopeful signs for the
future of Asian ecumenical movement.
Some of the young interms we recruited or
cthar young staff demonstrate their com-
mitment, Their passion and commitment
for working in the ecumenical movement
have been evident in various ways. What
we need is consistent efforts and strate-
gies to identify more young talents in Asia
and nurture their enthusiasm, recognise
their commitment and allow them to grow
and blossom in a way to use their skills for
the future of the ecumenical movemesant.
If such efforts are not taken, the ecumen-
ical movement in Asia will have to face a
paralysis in the near future as we face a
situation of shrinking human resources
and leadership in church and ecumenical
mave ment.

(B] Communication: CCA Needs New
Strategies

A good communication system in this high-
Iy sophisticated digitalised world is crucial
imenabling the CCA to present its work in a
coherent way, and encourage the conshitu-
encies especially to engage the young gen-
eration with CCA's work in areas or topics
in which they are interested. CCA has not
evolved a systemaftic commmunication strat-
egy yet. The CCA website www.ccaong.hk
and the Facebook page serve as the main
CCA communication channels, The CCA
Mews releases we publish occasionally,
are reaching a fairly wide audience, We
hawe reached a target group of more than
5000 regular subscribers now from zero
at the end of 2015 since we developed a
new website and introduced a Mail Chimp
distribution system. Sometimes, our Naws
Releases recelve 2000 to 3000 hits within
the first one or twoe hours after they are



posted an the COA website, Although we
do print and publish certain reports and
booklets, we have not had any printed
publications for some time. The main rea-
son is that we don't have a communication
staff or a staff with expertise in editing and
publishing, We advertised for the position
of a copy editor and communication coor-
dinator, but we could not recruit any suit-
able staff so far.

We are now in the process of crganising
i capacity-bullding training for a select-
ed group of 20-25 young people who are
interested in the field of communication.
A plan has been worked out during nwy
last visit to WCC to organise this training
with external professional facilitation. This
will be fully supported and sponsored by
WCCs Communication department. The
idea is to build up an ecumenical network
of comimunicators in Asia with at least one
representative from each country or re-
gian in Agias CCA canstituency,

[c) Towards a Consensus Model of Deci-
sion-Making in CCA

There are lesser disputes and/or less con-
troversial issues that we normally deal
amang ourselves as a governing board,
This is-a positive and healthy trend as far
as CCA's future s concermed. | am fully
aware of the past experiences and how
miich it was internally polarised and how it
affected CCA"S growth and witness. Today,
we experience a more fruithul collabora-
tion and peaceful atmosphere in our deci-
slon-making process with mutual suppaort.
This development and the atmosphere we
Experience now s 8 positive sign as far as
CCA's future is concerned and the legacy
wie will pass on to the future and the new
generation of ecumeniste. The churches
in many parts of the world, especially the
global ecumenical movement, learnt many
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positive aspects from the consensus mod-
el of decision-making, CCA has not yet ini-
tiated such process or made any attempt
to introduce the decision-making through
a consensus model. The WIOC has been
following the consensus decisian-making
for the past two decades and those have
been helpful in many ways. It is important
that we initiate such a consensus model of
decision-making in CCA, at least to start
with it at the 15th General Assembhy We
have expert assistance within ourselyes
and we need to avail such expertise to de-
velop a consenzus model of decision-mak-
ing in CCA. Rew. Terence Corkin is one of
the best known experts of facilitating the
consensus decision-making process and
I suggest that we avail his expertise from
the Assembly and beyond the Assembly
for some time to train the incoming gow-
erning board members. We nead to make
a formal decision about the follow-up and
the way we would like to move forward.,

(D) Organisational Evaluation of CCA

A proper assessment and evaluation of
the work and activities of any organisa-
tien and institution is essential for under-
standing the strength and weakness of the
concerned body, CCA undertook a major
evaluation almost a decade ago. The eval-
uzbion process at that time lasted for more
than two years and the final report was
presented to the 2010 General Assembly
of CCA. The follow-up of that evaluation
resulted in the amendment of the Consti-
tution adopted at the General Assembly in
2015 and subsequently introducing a new
programme structure in the post Jakarta
dssembly pericd. Dur main funding part-
ner, Bread for the World (BfdW), made a
proposal during the fime of the current
funding cycle that CCA should make provi-
sioms for ancther round of evaluation, We

ar
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have been in consultation with BfdWW and
the Church of Sweden about the evalua-
tion process, We have now worked out a
Terms of Reference {ToR) for the proposed
evgluation and also idenfified certain
names for considering to select as mem-
bers of the evaluation team. The TeR also
made provisions for representatives or
reference persons from CCA to facilitate
the evaluation process. The idea is that an
evaluation report be presentad to the next
General Assembly through the Executive
Committes. More details will be shared at
a later stage for discussion and action. We
need to anticipate certain challenges be-
fore us about the implementation of the
recommendatieons in an effective way in
future.

As We Move Forward and Continue Dur
Ecumenical Journey...

CCA has completed 62 years of its ecumen-
ical journey this year, In Asia’s multi-cul-
tural context, CCA has completed one full
circle of its life span and this is the second
year of the second life cycle. The member
churches and councils in Asia come from
differant traditions. There are CCA mem-
ber churches as old as Christanity itself
and there are also new churches only two
or three decades old. On the whole, our
image in Asia is s0ll as a foreign religion,
and a coloniser's religion imported as part
of colonialism, The general percepbion
of Christianity in Indochina countries is
the typical example for that as they com-
monly perceived that the "Cross and the
Sword” marched to these countries side
by side with the French colonialists, In this
situation, we need to project a new im-
age, which should be the classical image
of the Church, 3 community of love and
sharing; a community that embraces all
God's people; a community that express-
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es solidarity with our fellow travellers in
our communities although they are ad-
herents of other religions. It is not an easy
task in today's Asian contexts to perform
our tasks in most countries, but God's di-
vineg guidance & our source of strength.
God’s communication with human beings
was not in abstract terms, but he entered
into the life and culturesz of the people.
He fully became one with the people (He-
brew 2:17). The Church, being the sacra-
ment of Christ, has to be fully Integrated
into the people to whom the Church sent
in mission. The Church in Asia must be-
come more an animating than a dominat-
ing centra. The presence of the Church in
Asia should be all pervading and all per-
meating. The Church in Asia must make
its presence felt in a way that transforms
and creates communion among all God's
pecple. The role of the national councils,
especially CCA a5 a fellowship of churches
and councils across Asia, has a more specif-
ic role to make the presence felt in every
sphere of life in all possibla ways. Reading
the signs of the times enjoins us with the
duty to reformulate the meaning and rele-
vance of our witness and journey together
in Asia. As we move forward and continue
our ecumenical journey in Asiz, let us pray
and strive to he obedient in responding to

Grodd’s call,

Mathews George Chunakara
General Secretary, OCA
15.07.2019
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AACC All African Conference of Churches

AANDRGC Asia Advocacy Network on Dignity and Rights of Children
ACISCA Association of the Christian Institutes for Social Concerns in Asia
ACWC Asian Church Wamen's Conference

ADRC Asian Diaspora Regicnal Council

AEA Asia BEvangelical Alliance

AEF &sian Ecumenical Fellowship

AEl Asian Ecumenical Institute

AEWA Asian Ecumenical Women's Assambly

AFP Armed Forces in the Philippines

APC Assembly Planning Committee

ARCSEA Association for the Rights of Children in South East Azia
ART Anti-retroviral Therapy

ATCHAS Action Together in Combating HIV & AIDS in Asia
BARMM Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanaao
Bidw/ Bread for the World

BHU Basic Health Unit

EM Balay Malingkawasnon

CANM CCT A0S Ministry

CARD Christian Agency for Rural Development

CATS Cangress of Asian Theologians

CCA Christian Conference of Asia

CCc Churches’ Commitment to Children

CCDB Christian Commission for Development in Bangladesh
CCT Church of Christ in Thailand

CEPPA Collaborative Ecumenical Partrership in Programmes ard Activities
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Cin
Chia)
COS0
CSE
C5l
CTa

DEPDC
ties Centre

LMD
EACC
ECOS0C
ECPAT
EETA
EFK

ElU
Ewinay
EVVN
FABC
FBC
FLC
el
GEP
Gkl
GMIET
GO
G5
HEBR
ICFLC
L

Christian Institute of Management
Christian Medical Association of India
Committes of Sponsering Organisations
Child Sexual Abuse

Church of South India

Commumnist Terrorist Groups

Development and Education Programme for Daughters and Communi-

Department of Mational Defense
East Asia Christian Conference
Economic and Social Cauncil

End Child Prostitution and Trafficking
Ecumenical Enablers’ Training In Asia

Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and Development Cooperation on
the Korean Peninsula

Economist Intelligence Unit

Ecumenical Women's Action against Viclence
Ecumenical Water Network

Federation of the Asian Bishops’ Conferences
Faith Based Organisations

Fellowship of the Least Coin

Gerela Bethel Indonesia

Global Energy Parliament

Gereja Kristen Injili di Tanah Papua

Gereja Masehi Injili Sangihe Talaud
Genetcally modified organism

General Secretariat

Huria Kristen Batak Protestan

International Committee of the Fellowship of the Least Coin



IEC
IEMILIF
INGO
EaAP
KCC
KEKP
MCC
MECC
MITMA
SN
MALCP
NCCH
NCCI
NCLC)
NCCK
NCCN

MEC
MREC
OHCHR
ol

PCC
PCl
PCT
FEP
PGl
pIp

PLHIV
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Information, Education and Communication
Igiesia Evangelica Metodista En Las |slas Fillpinas
International non-governmental organisations
Key Affected Populations

Kampuchea Christian Council

Kalipunan ng Kristiyvanong Kabataan sa Pitipinas
Myanmar Council of Churches

Middle East Cauncil of Churches

Myanmar Interfaith Network on AIDS

hen who hawe sex with men

Maticnal AIDS Control Programme

National Council of Churches in Bangladesh
Natienal Council of Churches in India

Matienal Christan Council in lapan

Mational Council of Churches in Korea

Maticnal Council of Churches of Mepal

National Council of Churches in the Philippines
Matienal Evangelical Chureh

Mational Register of Citizens

Office of the High Commissicner for Human Rights
Crpportunistic infection

Pacific Conference of Churches

Preshyterian Church of India

Presbyterian Church in Taiwan

Post-Exposure Prophylaxis

Persekutuan Gersja-gereja di Indonesia
Pilgrimage of lustice and Peace

People Living with HIV and AID3
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PRI Pakistan Partmership Initiative

PrEP Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

PTY Pilgrimage Tearm Yisit

RCAP Regional Committee in Asia Pacific

RED Regional Ecumenical Organisations
SAIEVALC Sowth Asia Inifiative to End Violence Against Children
DG Sustainable Development Goals

SHED social Health and Education Development
0G| Sexual Orientation Gender ientity

ToR Terms of Reference

ucoe United Church of Christ in the Philippines
UHC Universal Health coverage

LIMIC United Methodist Church

UM United MNations

UMNCRC UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
UMHCR United Mations High Commission for Refugees
UNICEF United Natlons Children's Fund

UPR Universal Periodic Review

WCTC Voluntary Counselling and Testing Centra
WCC World Council of Churches

WDP ‘Wiorid Day of Prayer

WHO World Health Crganization

Wil Warld Vision International

YW Young Women's Christian Asscdiation
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CCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015-2020

OFFICERS
Moderatar
Archbishap Willlam T. P, Simarmata
Vice Moderator
Rew, Diana Tana
Treasurer
M, Augustine Dipak Karmakar
General Secretary
Dr. Mathews George Chunakara
Members
Rew, Arshad Gill
Rt. Rew, Dhiloraj Canagasabey
Ms. Huang Shin-Yi

Bis. lthrana Lawrence

Rey, Kim Jong-goo

Ry, Kim Eyrie

Rev, Kingphet Thammavong
Rev. Moises Antonio da Silva
s, Mirmala Gurung

Bishop P C. Singh

Rt. Rew, Bewel Norman Marigza
Archbishop Sebouh Sarkissian
D Sawako Fujiwara

M=, Supapaorn Yarnasarn

Rev. Terence Corkin

0. Teng Wing Sze

fr. Win Htut Thar Eyi

CCA PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 2015-2020

Rew. Kim Kyrie

Bishop Philip Huggins

Prof. Martha Mary Marwein

Ms. Lizette Galimia Tapia

Rt. Rew. Or. Daniel 5. Thiagaraja

Rey, Dr, Henny Willlam Booth Sumakul
Mr. Vietor Wan Chi Hsu

Ms. Molina Karmaker

Mirs. Mary Thomas

Rew. Prince Devanandan

Rev, Evalyn Ruth Bhajan

Rev. Dr. Mery Kolimon

M=, Kathy Min Din

M. Srey Sotheavy

MWs. Agatha Abrahamian

Ms, Tso Hiu-tung, lessica

Dr. Sawako Fujlwara

Rev, Dr. stephen Arulampalam
Bishop Kuriakose Mar Theophilose

M5, Chhioden Tshering
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CCA STAFF MEMBERS 2019

General Secretariat [GS)
Dr. Mathews George Chunakara

Mission in Unity and Contextual Theology (MU)
Rew. Dr. Ngur Liana

Rev. Ebenszer Jose ph

hs, Mant Myat Noe Aein, Salome

Wir. Chalvin Kores Tehuayo

Ecumenical Leadership Development and Spirituality (EF)
Rev. Jung Eun Grace Moon
Wis. Rosiana Purnomo

Building Peace and Moving Beyond Conflicts [BP)
Dr. Beynaldo Racaza Ty

Ms. Sunila Ammar

ts. Giamina Fay C. Wecino

M=, Ruth Mathen

Prophetic Diakonia and Adwvocacy [PD)
Dr, Ronald Lalthanmawia

Mr. lay Ray Tipayan

Ms. Patchayotai Boontama

Communications

its. Hizing Yadanar Htun, Meemee
Mz, Mavya Dinah Saji

Ms. lessica Richard

Fimance & Accounts

Ms. Fricna Kallyani Sarkar
Ms, Mathi Schumann

Ms, Della Lee

Administration, Library, House Service
Mrsz. Metnapa Rattanajiamrangsri

Mirs. Arpa Yai-Chid

Wir, Wittaya Makasuk
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