" )\ Christian Conference of Asia

ASIAN ECUMENICAL
YOUTH ASSEMBLY

w&"-'hmht an‘ld ?;bt '

o
c
:0

.,!ﬂ
{‘b N ),
o )\ S

3

April 12, 2018

Christian Conference of Asia

® CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA e ASIAN ECUMENICAL YOUTH ASSEMBLY e MANADO, INDONESIA ¢

AEYA closes with young people

in high spirits to

o light your world,” said one
song during the closing wor-
ship - an apt call at the conclu-
sion of the Asian Ecumenical
Youth Assembly (AEYA), organised by the
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), whose
sessions at Grand Kawanua Convention
Center, Manado, North Sulawesi, conclud-
ed on Wednesday.

The worship was composed of introspec-
tive and challenging songs and prayers that
resonated with the prayer-theme “Lord,
send your Light and Truth to lead us.”

During her sermon, inspired by Isaiah
58:6-12, Rev. Angie Wuysang encouraged
young people to express their faith in ser-
vice.

“God here mocks [the people’s| fasting
and other religious behaviour,” she said.

“He suggests a very difterent sort of reli-
gion: the practice of sincerity, honor, hu-
mility, charity; and through the prophet,
God was saying that the reason their reli-
gion seemed to not work was that it was not
working in them.”

We must live out our faith, she said, citing
Romans 12:1.
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The closing worship of the Asian Ecumenical Youth Assembly in progress.

“Dowe ask God to bless us so we can con-
tinue conducting our religious services and
liturgies so that we can continue living our
selfish, self-centred lives? God is calling to
us to live honest and sincere lives, caring
for one another and worshipping him in
action.”

“As young people, you are called to show
your real kindness, your empathy. Empathy
is not the same as hitting the like button every

time you see an emotional video on Face-
Book,” she said. “One of the fundamental
principles of Christianity is to be what God is.
Everyone knows that Godis light. So be light.

The last of the creative worships at the
AEYA — Wednesday's closing worship —
followed the character of past ones: socially
aware and innovative.

For instance, the Communion was local-
ized, with the bread and wine represent-

ed by mashed cassava and ginger tea. The
ministers distributed these, a powertul ges-
ture that broke away from Church services
where worshippers approach the altar.

As usual, the worship also featured a mix
of prayers written by Indonesian liturgists

and songs sourced from various corners of
the globe.

Continued on page 2

CCA General Secretary reflects

on the outcome of the AEYA

hen Ilookback at the outcome of the week-

W long events and the deliberations of the

Asian Ecumenical Youth Assembly (AEYA),

I am extremely happy and satisfied that by the grace of
God we could accomplish a successful AEYA.

The last Asia youth assembly of CCA was held in
1984, and since then CCA has not organized any ma-
jor ecumenical youth event. Ever since I assumed the
responsibility as the General Secretary of CCA, I have
been giving special emphasis to youth programmes .
As part of the new strategic programme plan, I pro-
posed various activities focusing on youth concerns
and leadership development of young people in
Asia. The AEYA was part of a new ecumenical agen-
da envisioned for strengthening Asian ecumenical
youth movement.

Bringing together more than 350 young people from
various Asian countries to a common platform to re-
flect and discuss on the theme, “Lord, Send Your Light
and Truth to Lead us” has become a new milestone in
the history of CCA and the Asian ecumenical move-
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ASIA'S YOUNGSTERS GIVE
THEIR TAKE ON ISSUES
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ment. A wide range of issues pertinent to the life of the
young people in Asia were addressed through thematic
presentations, panel presentations and Youths in Dia-
logue sessions.

The mission accomplished through AEYA is a great
achievement in terms of the quality the contents of the
programmes, resource persons, quality, and commit-
ment of the participants, the positive energy and vision
they brought together throughout the deliberations of
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YOUNG PEOPLE CALLED
T0 EMBRACE DIVERSITY

PAGE 3

OVERCOMING THE SCARS
OF THE PAST

the assembly and related events.

The participation of so many young people in discus-
sions, presentations at various sessions and leader-
ship of various sessions and activities during the AEYA
proved that these young Asians are extremely talented.
They are good thinkers, well educated, knowledgeable
and people with vision and innovative ideas. Their
commitments to learn and address issues and pro-
blems are commendable. I am sure, these young Asian
ecumenists will build up and strengthen the Asian ecu-
menical movement in future in a more vigorous way.
They have great potential to lead and guide the church
and society in various ways, but they need to be encour-
aged and supported.

The Local Organizing Committee provided fantastic
hospitality and care to every participant. The meticu-
lous planning, care and support extended by the local
organizing committee and the CCA member church
GMIM with the support of the North Sulawesi pro-
vincial government helped every participant to feel at
home throughout their stay.
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THE AEYA MANADO
STATEMENT 2018
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CCA General Secretary Dr. Mathews George Chunakara presents a memento to
North Sulawesi Vice Governor Steven Kandouw as dr. Kartika Devi Kandouw - Tanos.

However this time, officials and oth-
er public servants of North Sulawesi, ot
which Manado is the capital city, were in
attendance. Powering the worship team
were three choirs, including mainstays
from Sekolah Tinggi Agama Kristen Na-
sional, Voice of Kawanua and the Uni-
versity of Manado, one of the city’s best.

After the worship, a short programme
followed. Participants, in their testimo-
nials, were unanimously grateful for the
opportunity to attend AEYA.

CCA General Secretary Mathews
George Chunakara thanked the provin-
cial government, partner-church Gereja
Maseji Injili Minahasa and the CCA staft
who tlew from its headquarters in Chi-
ang Mai, Thailand, to help out. A kolin-
tang ensemble played and Indonesian
folk dances were teatured in the end.

Capping the night off was the
much-awaited cultural night that got the

ivided into 10 groups,
AEYA participants have
discussed, deliberated and
debated on some of the
most important issues affecting them
and the society they live in through the
‘Youths in Dialogues.

They've first laid down the premise
and shared their unique perspectives
on the issues before finally coming up
with conclusions. We took note some of
them:

1. Religious intolerance and politici-
sation of religion

Premise: Asia is largely pluralistic that
has seen relatively less religious vio-
lence. However, there has emerged a
militant and politicised style of religion
recently.

Finding: It is true. Hence, youngsters
from all religions must constantly meet
up and build strong interpersonal rela-
tionships. Christian youth should work
towards achieving ‘unity in diversity.

2. Trafficking in persons and people
on the move

Premise: Asian migrants represent the
largest diaspora residing outside their
country of origin. This has also given
rise to illegal trafficking of people.

Finding: It is true. Teachers should
do more to educate children about re-
alities of migration. Christian church
denominations should be united to
address this important issue. Net-
works that monitor human traffick-
ing and abuses should be further
strengthened.

Continued from page 1

350-plus participants to feature their cul-
tures and, of course, their youthful verve.

While Bangladesh, South Korea and the
Philippines showed oft folk dances, Viet-
nam, Sri Lanka and Taiwan organised
energetic dance pieces. Myanmar got a
lot of attention by pertforming their New
Year’s dance. Cambodia showed the
uses of Kroma while Indonesia showed
their traditional dances and then sang a
song.

Also presenting were Australia, India,
Nepal, Thailand and Pakistan.

The three-part evening programme
concluded an eventful day, which had a
special focus on human dignity.

The day had started with a worship, fol-
lowed by the Bible Study led by Rev. Hui
Young Han from New Zealand. Partici-
pants reflected on personal experiences
of injustice, attempting to connect these
to root causes. An Indonesian partic-

3. Artificial Intelligence: Future of
Asian youth

Premise: We live in a highly ‘connect-
ed’ and digital world. One of the most
exciting new technologies in the hori-
zon is ‘artificial intelligence. It's spread
will come at the cost of computers re-
placing humans and rendering millions
jobless.

Finding: It is true. The church needs
to work together with the government
to identity areas where artificial intelli-

gence can be beneficial (i.e. agriculture,
health and education sectors.

4. HIV, AIDS and human sexuality:
Response of Asian youth

Premise: The Asia-Pacific region has
the second largest number of HIV pa-
tients in the world — around 5.1 mil-
lion and high rise new cases everyday.
Around one-third of these newly infect-
ed people are young people.

Finding: It is true. Youth should dis-
cuss and raise awareness as they are
more likely to contract the disease
through sexual promiscuity. Churches
should provide a safe and open space

and help fight stigma against people
living with HIV-AIDS.

5. Gender
cultural values

Premise: Asian cultural values revolve
around loyalty to family, hard work, re-
spect for political leadership and thrift-
iness. Regardless, gender-based dis-
crimination is on the rise. Religion also
have had a role to play in this.

Finding: It is true. Women still tend

injustice and Asian

ipant shared how in Aceh, Indonesia,
there is hostility for Christians like her.

In Group 10 of Bible Study, itwas agreed
that Asian countries had government
corruption, that gender injustice started
at home, and young people must involve
themselves in the problems of the bigger
society.

The thematic session on “Embracing
and Appreciating Diversities and Hu-
man Dignity” saw Kaythi Min Din, Asso-
ciate General Secretary of the Myanmar
Council of Churches, and Rev. Stephen
Arulampalam present their thoughts
and views.

In the afternoon, moderators present-
ed the results of the Youths in Dialogues
(story in this issue).

The group also adopted the AEYA Mana-
do Statement 2018, among others calling
on churches to the challenges of technolo-
gy, migration, peace, inclusion and plural-
ism (full statement in this issue).

Sevral participants spoke about how
the camp had benefitted them.
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“Ilearned about HIV, as well as technol-
ogy and human development. It was a
good experience for me,” said Prapakorn
Sukkho of Thailand. “When I am back to
my country, I will apply it in my life, in
society, my friends and the church.”

AEYA was an opportunity for Nepalese
Toran Gurung to understand more the
situation of his home country: “For ex-
ample, Christians are fighting with one
another; not respecting each other. What
we learned is that we have to work as
God ordered. We have to give our best.’

Sabin Lama, who together with Gurung
represented Nepal at the pre-event on
HIV and AIDS, also noted that “we have
to respect each other. There are many
groups in our country and there should
be unity and collaboration.’

“I learned at AEYA that love and peace
are really important Love must come
from within and given to others to have
peace,” he said, when asked about his
biggest learning at the ecumenical youth

gathering. (KOKO ALVIAR)
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Rev. Angie Wuysang

Asia’s youngsters give their take on issues

to be considered as inferior to men.
This notion needs to be fought and
changed. People should realize that
feminism is not about ‘growing hair
under your armpits, but about equal-

1ty.

6. Are young Asians becoming digital
nomads?

Premise: Digital nomads are people
who shy away from regular jobs and go
seeking adventure. While it invigorates
them, what about the family they leave
behind? Is ‘digital nomadism’ becom-
ing the ‘new normal’ in Asia?

Finding: It is not completely true. It is
not something that is prevalent in Asia
yet. Majority of youth still prefer tradi-
tional 9-to-5 jobs rather than ones that
afford them more freedom.

7. Eroding values of education sys-
tem amidst consumerism

Premise: Asia is home to more than
56% of the world’s population. Many
are reaching school-going age. It poses
a tremendous pressure to current edu-
cational systems. Is it also leading to an
erosion?

Finding: It is true. Educational sector
has become commercialized. Access to
quality education has become a privi-
lege rather than a right because of this
commercialization. Students in private
and public schools are treated differ-
ently, too.

8. Human development vs techno-
logical advancement
Premise: Technology has been im-

proving at a rapid pace and it has far
outstripped rate of human develop-
ment. While it has made things sim-
pler for humans, it has also made them
more physically passive and open to
more health risks.

Finding: It is true. Technological ad-
vancements are inevitable. Thus, we
should use it well to aid us in our day to
day lives. However, technology should
be used properly and responsibly.

9. Poor, yet making many rich:
Poverty vs Asian development

Premise: Asia has consistently out-
performed other continents in terms
of economic growth. However, extreme
poverty in Asia remains prevalent. The
rich gets richer, the poor gets poorer.

Finding: It is true. Raising funds for
the poor is a dole-out solution. Sys-
tems and structures that breed cor-
ruption should be denounced. Lead-
ers should have integrity and poverty
must be addressed from its root caus-
es.

10. Disappearing values of love and
care amidst ‘selfie’ culture

Premise: Selfies have become a rage
across the world in recent times. In an
effort to look more beautiful, children
are ending being more self-centered
and individualistic.

Finding: Assertion not entirely cor-
rect. Selties have both good and bad
sides. It will help communication with
loved ones easier. However, selfies
should be done only at appropriate
time and place.



Young people are called to embrace diversity

peaking on the theme “Em-
bracing and Appreciating Di-
versities in Pluralistic Asia,”

Rev. Dr. Stephen Arulam-
palam and Kaythi Min Din called for
unity among Asian youth and inclusion
of people with disabilities during the
thematic presentation at the AEYA 2018,
April 11th.

Both speakers invited the participants
to retlect upon themselves on how they
look at the society and human beings
that make up the social fabric.

Kaythi opened her session by inviting
the delegates’ attention to a popular say-
ing in Manado “Torang samua basudra,”
which means ‘We are all one family. She
then retlected on the vast diversity of
Asia that makes up the ‘one family.

“The continent is divided into six zones,
namely: Central Asia, East Asia, South
Asia, West Asia, North Asia, and South-
east Asia. The climate, geography, lan-
oguage, religion and everything else in
these zones are very different. We can
safely say that Asia is used to live with
diversities. Embracing and appreciating
diversities is very important because
otherwise, social cohesion and peace-
ful coexistence will be threatened,” said
Kaythi, who hails from Myanmar.

She said that while globalization has
led to more exchange of ideas and cul-
ture, it has also created a fear among
people about dilutions in their identity
— cultural, ethnic or religious — which
were nurtured and grown over several
centuries.

Kaythi said the over-protection of iden-
tity is one of the root causes of social ten-
sion in modern society: “It tends to make
people feel insecure and uneasy with
each other. When we feel insecure in the
midst of diversity, we definitely cannot
embrace and appreciate diversities.”

“It can be done by understanding and
appreciating the interdependence of

Kaythi Min Din

humanity within the diverse communi-
ty, promoting mutual respect between
people from different ethnicity, religion,
cultural norms, traditional practices, sex
and sexual orientation,” she said.

Rev. Dr. Stephen Arulampalam, who
has been blind since the age ot 20, spoke
passionately about people with disabili-
ties and the need to acknowledge and in-
clude them in society. He pointed to the
example of Jesus Christ, who touched
and healed disabled people, while oth-
ers tended to simply ignore them.

Overcoming

ife and death is an endless cycle.

Anyone who is bormn in this world
would face his ‘final day’ someday.

While this is a stark truth, things
are still excruciatingly painful when lives ot
family members are unexpectedly taken
away from them, lest violently.

Suleman Javed, from Peshawar in Pakistan,
lost five family members to twin blasts inside
the Peshawar All Saints
Church complex on
September 22, 2013.

The pain haunts him
everyday.

The congregation had
just finished Sunday
worship and was about
to have lunch when two
bombs suddenly ex-
ploded, which claimed
a total of 132 adults and
40 children who had just
finished their Sunday
school.

“ITwas inside the church complex and some-
one had just said grace before having our
food. Suddenly, without warning, a person in
the middle of the room detonated himself. It
was closely followed by a second blast. I lost
five family members that day, including my
younger sister, grandfather, grandmother, and
two cousins. I still live with a shrapnel lodged
inside my body,” he said.

“I was hospitalized for a month before I
could walk again. My younger sister had
been paralysed from the waist down. We
tried everything possible to cure her, but
there simply wasn't a way. She passed away
16 months later] he said with a visible sad-
ness in his eyes.

As a direct result of the blast, several chil-

the scars of the past

uleman Javed

dren were mentally scarred. The trauma led
them to be scared of even saying the Lord’s
prayer. Suleman, who works at the Pakistan
Sports Ministry, decided to do something
about it and bring them back to the church.

“I belong to the Diocese of Peshawar under
the Church of Pakistan. We contacted our
diocese and got permission to form youth
squads to try and rehabilitate traumatized
children. We commu-
nicated with them via
simple sports games,
with positive messages
attached to it. I realised
God had given me a sec-
ond chance at life and I
had to do something to
olority his name,” said
Suleman, who is an only
brother to three younger
sisters.

He went on to set up a
Non-Governmental Or-
ganisation named atter
his sister — the Farah Memorial Foundation
— which gives young students scholarships
to finish school. It also conducts several edu-
cational awareness programmes.

Despite the sad realities in his communi-
ty, Suleman lives his life. He said that being
a participant at AEYA 2018 gave him a great

opportunity to connect and interact with
youth from around the continent and see a
brighter ray of life.

“I particularly enjoyed the inter-faith
dialogue sessions because I am involved
in working with inter-faith people. This is
very important work because Christians
are the absolute minority in Pakistan.
We're often open to persecution,” he con-

cluded.(AJU GEORGE CHRIS)

“‘Sometimes, people ask me who is Je-
sus. [ always say Jesus was someone who
looked after disabled people. Everyone
should know about the leper’s story in
the book of Mark. When nobody else
would touch him, Jesus did and healed
him. It changed his life forever. He also
healed the blind man, who was ex-com-
municated from society due to his dis-
ability.”

“Jesus was someone who passed
through the diversity of experiences of
a disabled person before he died on the
cross. Today, when you participate in the
holy communion, you are celebrating
the disabled body of Christ. I tell people
to put their trust in the disabled God.”

He called upon AEYA participants to
commit themselves to embrace and en-
courage disabled people whenever they
meet them, thus sharing a personal ex-
perience.

“In 2015, CCA General Secretary
Mathews George Chunakara came to
the Theological College of Lanka for its
annual day. I told him about my interest
in the theology of disability. He encour-
aged me to attend CCA events. It really
helped me reach where I am today,” said
Rev. Dr. Stephen.

“Just like me, people with disabilities all
over the world are waiting for an oppor-
tunity to make their talents be known.
They would really appreciate a little
push.

“So the next time you see a disabled
person in church, encourage him to read
the bible publicly or sing a song. The

Rev. Dr. Stephen Arulampalam

motivation you give the person would be
immense,” he said, answering a question
on how young people could do more
to bring people with disabilities to the
mainstream.

Rev. Dr. Stephen also said there existed
in society some stigmas when it came to
people with disabilities.

“Unfortunately, in many parts of Asia, stig-
ma about people with disabilities is a part
of culture and a reality. It cannot simply be
changed overnight. One way to work on
changing it is by educating people. Another
way is to wait for changes to happen by peo-
ple’s experiences. We have to challenge the
stigmas in order to change them.”

Rev. Stephen has so far written eight
books and continuously works for his

advocacy. (AJU GEORGE CHRIS)

Arunthathiyar:
Dalit among Dalits

anual scavenging is
very prevalent in India
in this digitalized world.

Manual scavenging is
caste-based occupation; untouchables
particularly “Arunthathiyar” communi-
ty have been doing this inhumane work.
They are Dalit among Dalits. They go
and clean the public toilets in the cities;
dry latrines in the villages, too. They are
working as daily-wage workers in the
corporations. They are not given prop-
er cleaning equipment to go inside the
septic tanks and clean the toilets. They
even have to carry the human excreta

on their heads, in baskets.

They have to work like this to tfulfill
their families’ needs. If they want to do
other jobs, people living around them
wouldn't accept them. This is the life
they are living in the so-called demo-
cratic India.

The Government of India enacted the
law called “The Prohibition of the man-
ual scavenging and their rehabilitation
20137 It is very hard to implement this
law in the grassroots level in the caste-
based Indian society.

In this context, as a young people living
in Asia, how we are going to handle this
human rights violation? What would be
our commitment towards this issue?

We read in Jesus’s Nazareth manitesto
in Luke 4: 18:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor. He has sent

me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let

the oppressed go free.’

Are we really taking this manifesto se-
riously?

We are young Asian Christians living in
a digitalized world. We are called to be
the light of the world. But are we ready
to speak up on this issue in our church-
es, aswell as in the society? We, as young
people living in a digitalized world, have
to use the technologies to eradicate the
social evil.

Vimal Govind, Arun George, Rashid,
Nikil, young mechanical engineers in
their 20s, originating from Trivandrum,
Kerala, have invented a robot to clean
the septic tanks. It has a Wi-Fi facility
and the machine will automatically dis-
mantle by itself after the work. This phe-
nomenal intervention may save the lives
of the manual scavengers; and is a digi-
tal tool to implement better the law pro-
hibiting the caste-based illegal practice.
We have to take these young people as
our inspiration. The churches need this
kind of spirituality to eradicate the social
evils in our digitalized world.

(REV. JEBASINGH SAMUVEL)
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Preamble

Lord send your Light and Truth to lead
us’ (Ps 43:3)

We, the youth leaders of Asia, have gath-
ered from 23 countries and around 100
Christian denominations and ecumeni-
cal councils for Asian Ecumenical Youth
Assembly (AEYA) from 6th to 12th April
in Manado, Indonesia. We are committed
to journey together as youth from Chris-
tian Conference of Asia (CCA) Member
Churches and Councils in search of light
and truth in Asia’s diverse contexts. We
listened to and discussed the current and
future challenges in our local contexts. We
strongly desire, as a united cohort of young
Asian Christians, to have the mind-set of
Christ, and to be his hands and feet (1 Cor
12:12-31).We seek God’s light and truth in
our world that is increasingly overcome by
darkness. Therefore, we want to be advo-
cates of justice and peace in the changing
times and era of globalization.

Our Affirmation

Peace

We affirm that:

God creates diversities, such as race, sex-
ualities and abilities.

God desires peace on earth (Isaiah 2)
within our diversity. All religions bring
peace, love and justice; however, religious
fundamentalism and radicalism are caus-
ing pain and suffering to people in our
member-countries, particularly in Paki-
stan, Sri Lanka, India, Indonesia, Laos and
Philippines.

God desires us to unite for good (Romans
8:28); we are, however, hurt by the human
made division in Asia, particularly in the
Korean Peninsula, Myanmar, Philippines

and Bangladesh.

Justice
We affirm that:
We are created to co-exist with all cre-
ation (Isa 11:6-9); however, we are exploit-
ing our environment by taking more than

we need, not being good stewards of cre-
ation.

God desires humans to have a holistic life
(Mark 2:1-12), free of stigma and discrim-
ination; however, due to our ignorance
and apathy, people who are marginalized,
such as people living with HIV and peo-
ple with disabilities, are still facing stigma
and discrimination in our churches and
communities. Consequently, there is lim-
ited access to care and to education. The
churches have not been adequately pro-
viding space for the marginalized to con-
tribute their spiritual gitts.

We are created as interdependent (Gen
1) beings; however, there are people who
are consumed by their own greed, taking
life out of our neighbor. Consequently, our
neighbor, living in socio-economic and
financial disadvantages, is forced into mi-
oration and human trafficking.

We are made in the image of God (Gen
1:27); but because of sin entering humani-
ty (Gen 3), the Church has historically had
a distorted understanding of gender and
sexuality.

We recognize that we as a church have
sinned against women and LGBTIQ+.
They have been excluded, discriminated
against and, in some cases, subjected to vi-
olence from the church. We recognize that
there are a variety of views on gender roles
and sexual orientations, and therefore we
must respect one another’s views. Howev-
er, we are given the ministry of reconcilia-
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The drafting team of the AEYA Manado Statement 2018 during their presentation.

tion (2 Cor 5:14-18). As God reconciled us
through Jesus, we also seek to be recon-
ciled with those the church has injured.

God desires the young to be nurtured
(Prov 22:6); however, the ultimate aim
of education in Asian societies has been
unnecessary competitiveness, dispropor-
tionate wealth accumulation and self-cen-
tered prestige. This culture has encour-
aged jealousy, greed and consumerism.
The real purpose of education is to nurture
gifts and talents given to us, and to trans-
form communities.

Changing Times

Technological advancements are un-
avoidable, and they are rapidly transtorm-
ing the economic and social contours of
the world in which we live.

We affirm that:

God creates humans to edity themselves
in creativity, to use available resources for
the fullness of life (John 10:10); however,
misuse of technology has harmed Cre-
ation.

Social media and digitization has made
the world a smaller place by connecting
people and providing them with novel
work opportunities; however, it has also
created plattorms that admire inauthentic
virtual images of self-edification and vir-
tual activism without real engagement. It
ofters the young generation new freedoms
but also instability and vulnerabilities. We
are susceptible to becoming digital no-
mads with limited direction on how to use
online spaces fruittully.

Futuristic technologies, like Artificial In-
telligence, are likely to make inroads into
our lives sooner than later. The Churches
need to be wisely adaptive to new technol-
ogy in the changing context.

Indigenous technology and local wisdom
must also be appreciated and supported.

The concept of “family” is changing from
a traditional understanding to a variety of
definitions; consequently, contlicts occur
in the church. This leads to exclusion, dis-
crimination and isolation of the members
of the church who do not tulfill the tradi-
tional concept, such as single parents, the
divorced and the unmarried.

Many young people suffer from condi-
tions like depression due to unemploy-
ment, cyberbullying, loneliness, social ex-
pectation, etc. However, the churches have
not adequately addressed mental health
issues, contributing to selt-harm and, in
some cases, suicide.

Lastly, we recognized that there are cer-
tain communities in Asia facing militariza-
tion issues. The issue was brought up only
in small-group discussions; but we affirm
its impact on the lives of young Asians.

Our Response
We call on the Member Churches and
Councils:
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To celebrate diversities by accepting and
respecting religious others, through in-
ter-religious dialogues.

To set aside a prayer day for peace.

To support peaceful resolutions to con-
flicts, such as peace talks and peace pro-
cesses, particularly in the Korean Penin-
sula, Myanmar, Philippines and Sri Lanka.

To proactively engage with marginalized
communities to be recognized, listened to,
respected and treated equally, particularly
the Dalits and the tribals in India and the
Lumads in Philippines.

To apologize for actions and inactions
that have preserved the mistreatment of
women and our LGBTIQ+ siblings. We
seek to be more hospitable and welcom-
ing church communities, seeking to be
reconciled with them. We advocate for
continued pastoral care for their journey
of healing.

To break physical and attitudinal barriers
that prevent persons with disability from
participating in the life of churches.

To end the stigma and discrimination
towards people who are marginalized, in-
cluding those who are living with HIV, by
providing adequate awareness and infor-
mation, care and support.

To discourage using non-biodegradable
products in their meetings and conter-
ences, especially single-use plastic.

To advocate climate justice by initiating
programs in the local and national con-
texts.

-To stand with, support and empower
families affected by human trafficking
(Leviticus 19:34); and to advocate for the
human rights of people on the move and
their families with governments, nongov-
ernment organizations and civil society
groups.

To embrace futuristic technology mean-
ingtully in vital development sectors, such
as health, education, and agriculture, in
collaboration with government.

To support initiatives for technology to
reach the peripheries of our churches,
communities and nations.

To embrace the changing family values
and norms, to promote inter-generational
dialogues about changing contexts.

To break the taboo associated with men-
tal health conditions; and to reexamine
doctrines that have negative implications
on this situation.

To advocate education for all. Education
should acknowledge the variety of gifts
and respond to holistic development.
Education systems should be scientific,
homegrown and responsive to the needs
of peoples. These should contribute to
community- and nation-building; and
shape a generation of global citizens.

We call on young Asian Christians:
To create inter-faith friendship, to be rad-
ical in compassion instead of fundamen-
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talist ideology, and to be faithful witness-
es, through actual engagement with those
who are oppressed due to their religious
beliefs.

To advocate a holistic community-based
and preventive approach to healthcare;
and access to treatment for people with
physical and mental issues.

To use digital media sensibly, so we may
engage with each other without judgment,
hate, hurt and prejudice, and limit the pro-
liferation of fake news.

We call on the Christian Conference of
Asia (CCA):

To develop training on Sex, Sexual Ori-
entation, Gender Identity and Expression
(SSOGIE) for young Asian Christians.

To have AEYA at least once in five years.

To have youth exchange program among
the member churches.

To translate this document into languag-

es of member countries to the extent pos-
sible.

Are you ready to listen to the voice of si-
lence?

Are you ready to walk together in the
darkness?

Are you ready to touch the pain of other
creatures?

Are you ready to see broken bodies in

Asia’

O God, dear friend

We hear Your voice in the silence
We walk with You in the darkness
We touch Your pain in all creatures
We see Your broken bodies in Asia

We will dance with You in the rhyme of
Hope

We will sing with You in the gesture of
Justice

We will play with You in the land of Peace
(AEYA, 2018)

The drafting team of the AEYA Manado State-
ment 2018 wants to thank the participants’
collective mind that hungers for a reign of jus-
tice and peace across Asia and the globe; the
intercultural, intergenerational, inter-religious
voices that inspired the words in the statement;
the local stewards and Christian Conference of
Asia staff that stayed up late with us as we ar-
qued over the words that would best express
our thoughts.

We would also like to thank each other for
Serving as each others’ supporters, opponents,
filters to chum out a statement that we can all
be proud of and that will hopefully shed truth
and light to young people everywhere in Asia.
Above all, thanks and praise go to the Almighty,
who gave us wisdom, determination —and priv-
ilege — to work on this historic document.

[sabella Novsima, Jakarta Theological Seminary

Jonathan Lopez, St. Mark’s Anglican Church

Simi Thambi, Mar Thoma Church
Rhee Han Beet, Presbyterian Church of Korea
Vaughn Geuseppe Alviar, lglesia Filipina Independiente



Local arrangement committee

fter five days of exciting
presentations, intense
discussions and deep-
er bonds among Asian
youth, the curtains have finally
come down on the Asian Ecumen-

ical Youth Assembly (AEYA), April
11th.

But the success of this event would
not have been possible if not for the
hard-work of the Local Arrange-
ment Committee (LAC) headed by
Pdt. Liesye Makisanti, LAC secre-
tary.

She said it was a great opportunity

for her city to play hosts to the ex-
citing event: “We were very happy
to invite the best youth leaders from
all over Asia to North Sulawesi and
give them a taste of our hospitali-
ty, while promoting the messages
of peace and love of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It was an immense blessing
to have been a small part of the pro-
gramme’s success,” she said.
Makisanti thanked the Indonesian
government, and specially the ad-
ministration and officials in North
Sulawesi, for helping them with all
aspects of the camp’s organisation.

“The Governor and Vice-Gover-
nor of North Sulawesi took special
interest in making AEYA successful.
They extended all necessary help
towards it. We were provided with
ample budget to make this pro-
gramme a success. For that, we are
all very thankful,” she said.

“It is a great honour and privilege
to know that when the CCA decid-
ed to organise a youth camp for the
first time after 1984, they chose us
as hosts. I am happy that we, as lo-
cal organisers, were able to live up
to the expectations.”’
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on the success of AEYA 2018

Pdt. Liesye Makisanti

dr. Kartika Devi Kandouw
Vice Chairman

Verra Maya Pinontoan
Treasurer

Ir. Rita Maya Dondokambey
Chairman

Drs. E. Humiang
Overall Responsibility
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Dra. Lynda D. Wantania
Transportation Coordinator
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Pdt. Dr. Ann Setlight Pinontoan
Worship Coordinator

Dr. Jetl Pulu
Public Relation/Media Coordinator

Ir. Meike Pangkong
Food Arrangement Coordinator

EDITORIAL STAFF

CCA calls
young Asians

he Christian Conference of Asia will ISMAEL FISCGO JR.
continue to strengthen youth involve- (EDITOR)
mentin the ecumenical movementwith
two annual programmes, the Asian Ecumenical AJU GEORGE CHRIS
Institute (AEI) and Young Ambassadorsfor Peace » "
in Asia (YAPA). VAUGHN GEUSEPPE “KOKO™ ALVIAR
The Asian Ecumenical Institute (AEI)is a month- (WRITERS)
long intensive course being held at the Payap
University Campus in Chiang Mai, Thailand. JEBA SINGH SAMUVEL
Young people from various Asian countries come (PHOTOGRAPHER)
together in an inter-cultural and inter-denomination-
al setting and gain in-depth insights on ecumenism b 1\
through a variety of learning methodologies. AEI S " | e IKWILA REWUR
will be held on 15 July to 13 August 2018. N ' | b " - RANGGA MANGOWAL
The Young Ambassadors for Peace in Asia (YAPA) . ' | _ - BN (LAYOUT ARTISTS)
is a week-long training programme setto develop - 2 oK
the competencies of young peace activists to be GIANINA FAY VECINO
active peace ambassadors in their national and
local contexts. Focusing on contflict transtormation, | | MEE MEE RLAING YADANAR HTUN
the programme promotestherole ofyoungpeople - \ (CCA STAFF)

Dr. Ronald Lalthanmawia, Jay Roy Tipayan, Mee Mee,
CCA General Secretary Dr. Mathews George Chunakara, Nathi
Schumann, Rev. Jung Eun Moon Grace, Salome, Gia and Rosi

as positive actors of change in peace building
processes. YAPA will be held from 26 August to
1 September 2018 at the CCA Headquarters in
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

DR. MATHEWS GEORGE CHUNAKARA
(CCA GENERAL SECRETARY)
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