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Statement by CCA General Secretary
The Philippines Peace Process: Let there be Sustained Peace with Justice 

The Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) has been following the outcome of the recent negotiations of the peace process in the Philippines with great joy. CCA congratulates the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the rebel insurgent’s political wing, the National Democratic Front (NDF,) for the unprecedented initiative in agreeing to implement unilateral, indefinite ceasefire, which is a remarkable achievement of the recent peace process mediated by Norway. The spirit of the intention and aspirations for genuine peace should be upheld.  It is our sincere prayer and hope that the six agreements reached between the GRP and NDF, including the reaffirmation of previous agreements, the release and amnesty of political prisoners, and a call by the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) for a unilateral ceasefire indefinitely by the New People’s Army (NPA), will lead to more meaningful negotiations for a lasting peace in the country. 

CCA believes that peace is not merely the absence of war or physical violence perpetrated by the warring groups. Peace ensures a situation of the prevalence of justice where “mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other” (Psalms 85:10). Peace is the condition where justice reigns and where everyone lives in security. Social injustice and marginalization of millions of poverty stricken people are the root causes of the armed conflicts and insurgency in the Philippines since 1960s. Hence, the crux of the peace talks are issues of social justice directly involving land reform, national industrialization, labor welfare, national sovereignty, and right to life and dignity. 

CCA recognizes the role of churches and  the ecumenical movement in the Philippines over the years in witnessing and accompanying the oppressed and marginalized sectors of Philippine society, including the peasants, workers, indigenous peoples, students, women, and migrant labourers in their struggle for a just and peaceful society. CCA looks forward to the GRP and the NDF panels meeting again in October 2016 for its second round of peace talks, and sends our best wishes for both parties to reach a successful political settlement to resolve the longstanding armed conflict.  

While appreciating the genuine interests shown by the GPH and the NDFP to work together for a lasting peace, CCA is concerned about the rapid rise of extrajudicial executions committed by security forces and death squads. It is unfortunate that extrajudicial killings that victimize both drug traffickers and drug users take place in the country almost on a daily basis. It is alarming that more than 1,700 Filipinos were summarily killed during the past two months ever since the new President came to power. As the Ecumenical Bishops’ Forum in the Philippines stated: “There is a need for deeper analysis why the drug problem is thriving and who benefit from this. There is also need for the present administration to examine the correctness of its approach in eliminating this menace.”

It is our firm conviction that any government gives equal importance to the lives of each of its citizen, whether one is a social activist or a drug user. The God-given life of every individual is precious. Firmly believing in the sanctity of each human life, as we are all created in the image and likeness of God, CCA strongly condemn the use of political killings by the security forces and death squads, and as such, CCA is opposed to both extrajudicial killings and the death penalty. As Prophet Isaiah reminds: “Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness in the fertile field. The fruit of righteousness will be peace and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever.” (Isaiah 32: 16-17).  Let there be sustained peace with justice in the Philippines. 
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