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An Invitation to Celebrate Asia Sunday

Once again, we are calling upon member churches and
councils, ecumenical partners and friends of the Christian
Conference of Asia to celebrate Asia Sunday on the 28th of May
2006. Asia Sunday is a commemoration of the birth of the
Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), then the East Asia
Christian Conference, on 24th May 1959. Since 1974, CCA has
set aside the Sunday before Pentecost as Asia Sunday, to
foster solidarity among member churches and councils,
ecumenical partners and friends. Each year we also focus on a
particular burning issue or a member in need.

If you already have another observance on this date, and you
cannot incorporate this with it, please consider choosing
another Sunday on your calendar. What is important is that
you set aside one Sunday in your church calendar to express
solidarity with the churches in Asia.

Why the Focus on Nepal and the Theme

We specially ask that during this observance we all focus on
Nepal — the country and its people, and especially the
churches and the young National Council of Churches of
Nepal (NCCN) as they strive to be faithful co-workers with our
Savior, Jesus the Christ, during these challenging and difficult
times.

In consultation with the NCCN General Secretary, Dr. K. B.
Rokaya, the CCA Asia Sunday committee chose as theme of
this year’'s observance the prayer, “Help us pray and work
for peace”. The theme is a call for solidarity in prayer and in
action, in witness and service, knowing that the peace that
Christ taught us does not just fall from heaven but it involves
our commitment, action, and participation.



Ways to Celebrate

As our poster indicates, we call on Asian churches, national
councils, ecumenical partners and friends to observe Asia
Sunday through the following activities:

Plan a service that will highlight the people and churches
of Nepal;

Make a special offering for the work of the Nepalese
churches — with youth and women, and for ecumenical
theological education of more Nepalese pastors;

Learn about the challenges faced by Nepali churches and
people; and

Pray for the churches and the National Council of
Churches in Nepal, which is the youngest member of
CCA.

This liturgical booklet will try to assist you as you plan for
your service on Asia Sunday. Following the lectionary used by
churches worldwide, this booklet will give you some ideas for a
liturgy, for a sermon or Bible study, etc. There are several
options for various components of the service and these are
not arranged in one liturgical order to give worship planners
the freedom and creativity to follow their own format. But
hopefully the suggested parts can easily be adopted for any
liturgical format.

Invitation for a Special Offering

On behalf of the NCC of Nepal, CCA is encouraging churches
and national councils to make a special offering for the work
of the young NCC as its strives to do the following:

foster unity among Christians, and encourage them to
fulfill their responsibilities and obligations as members of
the community and as citizens of the nation;



study and research on the issue of contextualization of
the gospel in order to help Christians in Nepal to be true
Christians and at the same time true Nepalese;

provide scholarships for the training of more ecumenical
church workers;

create an environment in which Christians and people of
other religious communities can respect each other and
work together in areas of common concern and interest;
and

equip members to be actively involved in issues related to
human rights, social justice, peace and reconciliation.

On behalf of the NCC of Nepal, CCA is happy to receive your
special offerings, which will be transferred through a most
reliable way to the NCCN. Please contact CCA for a sharing on
your celebration of Asia Sunday and for details on how you
can transfer your special offering for Nepal through the
General Secretary® email: prawate@cca.org.hk.

Translation and Distribution

We encourage and request member churches and national
councils to translate this material into your local languages or
dialects and to disseminate this widely to your local churches.
After your celebration, please share with us a short summary
and some photos so we can also share these with the rest of
the constituencies.

May this Asia Sunday 2006 be indeed a time to express our
solidarity with the people and churches of Nepal as we pray
with them: “Help us pray and work for peace.”

Hope S. Antone Prawate Khid-arn
Executive Secretary General Secretary
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A Short Introduction to Nepal

Nepal is a beautiful country, home to eight of the world’'s 10
highest peaks, including the famous Mount Everest (the
world’s tallest peak). With such beautiful scenery and several
exciting hiking trails, it is no wonder that tourism has become
a key source of foreign exchange. Yet Nepal is one of the
poorest countries of the world today (the world’s 48th poorest
country according to statistics).

Although the birth country of the Gautama Buddha whose
teachings centered around peace, Nepal is a country that is
gripped by war, poverty, and unpeace. More than 12,000
Nepalese have died since the civil war began on February 13,
1996. In such a situation, the poor, especially women and
children, suffer the most.

Nepal is among the poorest and least developed countries in
the world, with 40% of its population living below the poverty
line. Most Nepalese live on $1 a day or less and 85% of them
do not have health access. Yet the country has a total external
debt of $2.55billion, which is about $97 per person.

Agriculture, the main source of livelihood for over 80% of the
population, accounts for 40% of the gross domestic product.
Yet only 20% of the land is arable. Climatic conditions make
Nepal susceptible to natural disasters, e.g. severe
thunderstorms, flooding, landslides, drought, and famine.
Industrial activities involve the processing of agricultural
produce such as jute, sugarcane, tobacco, and grain. But
many people from the mountainous regions have no access to
electricity, roads, and other resources. In addition, corruption
in high places is another cause for the injustice and poverty in
the country, with the elite 10% of the population taking 52%
of the wealth, and the bottom 40% taking 10%.



Nepal is also faced with many political problems. People’s
unrest is clearly manifested by the ongoing Maoist insurgency.
Clashes with government troopers during protest
demonstrations against the government have led to arrests
and Kkillings of activists. There have also been problems within
the monarchy, which led to the infamous royal massacre in
2001. Since then, the country has been under a state of
emergency, curtailing the freedoms guaranteed by the
constitution — e.g. freedom of the press, opinion, privacy,
ownership and assembly. Since the king took direct power in
February 2005, Nepal has been ruled by royal fiat.

Plight of Girls, Women and Children

Nepal has the lowest literacy rates in Asia: below 15% for
females and 45% for males. Over half of the country®
children, especially those in the rural areas, have no access to
primary school. About 80 children die every day from treatable
diarrhea and 47% of the total number of children are
underweight and stunted.

Despite a law prohibiting children below 14 years of age from
being pressured to work, due to poverty, many families force
their young children to work in carpet factories, coal mines,
stone quarries, house or road construction, or as bus
conductors, restaurant dishwashers, or servants in home of
middle or rich class families. Nepal is the world’'s 6t child
labor country. Of the 3 million children working under
extreme hardship, nearly 60% are girls, who work longer
hours than boys. It is said that more than one million kids
work without pay and many work as bonded laborers.

The median age for marriage is 16 for women, with some girls
in the rural areas marrying as early as 8 years old. With
promises of a job in the city, girls from the rural areas are
among those victimized by illegal recruiters and sex
traffickers. It is said that more than 10,000 girls are being



trafficked every year. About 20% of the sex workers in Nepal
are under age of 16.

Nepal@ population is expected to be 48 million by 2030 but
life expectancy is 53 years for females and 55 years for males.

The Church and Christian Council in Nepal

Christians in Nepal form a very small minority and their
religion is seen as foreign for it has not been rooted deeply in
Nepalese soil, culture and way of life. In fact, Christians are
generally seen as having no concern or interest in the issues
and problems of society, but are only concerned about
converting people to Christianity —which is actually prohibited
by law. One reason why Christians are treated as second-class
citizens is because they have not made any efforts to
contextualize the gospel in the historical, social, cultural and
religious context of Nepal, says K.B. Rokaya, general secretary
of the National Council of Churches.

In order to have a common body to represent the Christian
community in the wider society or to dialogue with other faith
groups or the government on various issues, the National
Council of Churches of Nepal was established in 1999. It
became a member of the Christian Conference of Asia at the
12th General Assembly in April 2005.

Among its activities are: capacity building for pastors and
church leaders, for women leaders and for youth; program on
the role of religious community in peace building process;
interreligious workshops on national development issues, on
peace, justice and religious unity, and on conflict resolution;
and ecumenical capacity building.



Some ldeas for Liturgy

Preparation

The venue or setting of worship helps to set the mood for
worship. Seating arrangements, banners, colors, and other
aids for worship can help to set the mood and also convey the
message of the theme. Here are some suggestions for your
worship centre:

1.

Arrange at the worship center some pictures, images,
symbols or souvenir items and goodies from Nepal; a
map of South Asia will be a good visual aid, especially if
the sermon will include something about Nepal.

. If possible, play some taped Nepali music as people

gather just before the start of worship.

. If you are using the songs from Nepal suggested in this

booklet during the service, plan for a few minutes of
learning the songs with the congregation.

. Chairs or pews may be set up in a semi-circular or V-

shape arrangement to foster more eye contact and
closeness among the members.

. If you have some Nepalese among your congregation or

within the vicinity of the parish, a time like “Minutes for
Mission” or sharing of concerns before the intercessory
prayers may be appropriate for having one of them share
briefly their hopes for their country and people. [But this
must be arranged with them ahead of time rather than
asking them do this on the spot.]

. If you have tea or coffee after worship, you may plan to

have Nepali tea and pastry, if they are readily available in
your area.



Calls to Worship

Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

Or

Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

| tell you this: It is a wonderful thing when members
of the family live together in love and peace.

They shall be like trees planted beside flowing rivers.
May the church be one, just as Christ and God are
one, that Christ may be glorified in us.

They shall yield good fruit in its season, and their
leaves shall never wither.

The grace, mercy and peace, of the Lord Jesus, be
with you all.

And also with you.

[Bruce Prewer, Australia]

The joy of therisen Lord be with you today.

And also with you!

Friends of God, it is written: “You shall be like a tree
planted by streams of water.”

Therefore | say, delight in your God.

Delight in God more than a tree delights in being
planted by flowing waters.

Delight in God who is the source of life through all the
changing seasons.

Delight in God whose Spirit never ceases to flow
around and within us.

Delight in God whose rejuvenating grace is sufficient
for all our needs.

Delight in God, | say!

Yes, let everyone delight in God!

[Bruce Prewer, Australia]
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Responsive Reading of Psalm 1

Leader: Blessed are those who do not follow evil advice or
take the path which leads to wrongdoing

People: Blessed are those who delight in the law of the Lord
and who meditate on it day and night.

Leader. They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves
do not wither.

People: In all that they do, they flourish.

Leader: Those who do wrong, however, are like chaff that the
wind drives away.

People: The Lord watches over the way of the righteous
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Prayers/ Collects

Eternal God, we give thanks and praise for Jesus©
preparedness to show us your true nature and your true

character. For in Jesus@words we hear the resonance of your

voice, and in his deeds we see the imprint of your hands. We

give thanks that Jesus©presence disclosed a new reality at

work in the world - the reality of your kingdom, O God, where

what was broken is mended, what was afflicted is relieved,

what was bound is set free, and what was excluded is

included. We pray that our worship here today will enable us

to catch a glimpse of your kingdom, to hear the resonance of

your voice, to know the imprint of your hand on our lives and

to experience the breath of your Spirit in our bodies. In Jesus©
name we pray. Amen.

[Moira Laidlaw, Australia]
Or
O God, You are the giver of life.
We pray for the church in the whole world.

Sanctify its life, renew its worship,
give power to its witnessing, restore its unity.
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Strengthen those who are searching together

for that kind of obedience which creates unity.

Heal the divisions separating your children one from another,
so that they will manifest, with bonds of peace,

the unity which the Spirit gives. Amen.

[United Church of Christ in the
Philippines Hymnal of a Faith Journey]

Call to Confession

We have come to this house of worship to acknowledge that
we have not always been faithful to God in caring for one

another

and for God’s creation. Let us, therefore, in all

humility open ourselves for God’s cleansing and forgiving.

Prayer of Confession

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Merciful God, Jesus@ife and the manner of his death
demonstrated that there was no limit to his love.
Living a human life, as we do, he demonstrated how
the values of your reign are different from the world®
values and how your standards are different from
the world® standards. We live in the world also, and
are exposed to all the trials and temptations that the
world® values and standards place on us as
Christians. So we welcome Jesus©prayer for his
disciples - his prayer also for us. Jesus prayed that
his followers would be one as he and God are one.
Forgive us when we contribute to any disunity or
conflict in this church or between churches. (silent
confession)

Jesus prayed that God would keep and protect us
from the influence of evil.

Forgive us for blaming you, O God, for distressing or
difficult times and for believing that we can deal with
problems in our own strength. (silent confession)
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Leader: Jesus prayed that his disciples would be made and
kept holy by the truth of the gospel - the reality of
God® love for all people - revealed in Jesus and
experienced through the Holy Spirit.

People: Keep us holy, O God, and empower us to be faithful
witnesses of the truth of the gospel as long as we live.
As Jesus' disciples and in his name we pray. Amen.

[Moira Laidlaw, Australia]
Assurance of Pardon

Leader: John assures us that "God gave us eternal life, and
this life is in God® Son. Whoever has the Son has
life...." (1 John 5: 11f.NRSV). John also assures us
that "God sent the Son into the world not to
condemn the world but in order that the world might
be saved through him. ...Those who believe in him
are not condemned." (John 3 :17, 18 NRSV)

People: Thanks be to God!

Suggested Scripture Readings

John 17:6-19
Psalm 1 (this may be used as call to worship or sung by the
choir or congregation if there is a song on it.)

Prayers of Intercession

[Feel free to add prayers for other concerns — e.g. for the sick
and those with special needs. After each intercessory prayer,
the congregation will respond, “Help us pray and work for
peace.”]

Leader: God of love and justice, through Christ Jesus you
have shown us your will for abundant life for all.
Help us become your partners for justice and peace
among all nations, especially in our country.

People: Help us pray and work for peace.
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Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

We pray that the Christians in our country will
follow the example of Christ Jesus who attended to
the suffering people, as he came that people may
have life in its fullness.

Help us pray and work for peace.

We pray that together with other Christians and
people of faith, we shall seek to uphold human
dignity, and search for just and fair solutions to the
problems that beset and divide our nation.

Help us pray and work for peace.

We pray that those in authority and governance of
the country will learn to listen to the cries and
aspirations of the people and those working for
liberation from unjust structures.

Help us pray and work for peace.

God, creator of all good things, you have given us
this beautiful land so that it may produce what is
needed for life. Help us to use it with care and
preserve it for our posterity.

Help us pray and work for peace.

Gracious God, you created us in your image, and
called us to be your co-partners and co-creators.
Transform our sense of pride, greed, and self-
centeredness that cause divisions among us. Fill our
hearts with the spirit of love, justice, and peace.

Help us pray and work for peace.

Blessing/ Benediction

In the name of the God of abundant life, | dare to bless you!
Amen!

That in the seasons of plenty you will thrive and grow.
That in the seasons of drought you will consolidate your

strength.

| bless you!
Amen!
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That you will delight in the warm sun of God shining upon
you.
That you will delight in the cold rain of God falling on you.
| bless you!
Amen!

That you will blossom to the glory of God and make the world
a more fragrant place.
| bless you!

Amen!

That you will give shelter to those who seek refuge from storm
or fierce heat.
That you may never forget whose tree you really are and
whose life you share.
| bless you!

Amen.

[Bruce Prewer, Australia]
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Some ldeas for Sermons and Bible Studies

John 17:15-16

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but
that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of
the world, even as | am not of it.” [NIV]

Many churches and Christians are so preoccupied with going
to heaven that they forget to truly live on earth. Many such
people have the tendency to stay out of the world, or live as if
they have nothing to do with the affairs and concerns of the
world. But the prayer of Christ Jesus does not intend to keep
people out of the world. The prayer is a request for protection
from the evil one as his disciples remain in the world. Jesus
knew that being in the world and getting involved in the affairs
and concerns of the world could lead to a terrible clash with
the evil one. This prayer is a good reminder for us that we
have been placed in this world for a purpose but we are not of
the world. Therefore, we must strive to do our best to fulfill
that purpose — of sharing life in its fullness by building
communities of peace with justice for all.

We are in the world all right, but we are not of this world. We
are to live by the values of Christ, the values of the reign of
God, which are love, peace, righteousness, respect for each
one’s dignity, and care for each other’s well-being.

The churches and the National Council of Churches of Nepal
need our support as they strive to be faithful followers of
Christ who are in the world but are not of this world.

[Hope S. Antone, Philippines]
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Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of
mockers. But his delight isin the law of the LORD, and on his
law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
[NIV]

This Psalm talks about the righteous person as someone who
listens to and meditates upon the law of God. The righteous
person is compared to a tree that is planted by streams of
water, which yields its fruit in season, and whose leaf does not
wither.

| think this image of a tree planted by streams of water is a
beautiful image for the Nepalese. Rural farmers rely so much
on rain in order to have good crops and good harvest.

Reflecting on this passage, my thoughts went back to the
precariousness of life of the Nepalese, especially those in the
mountain regions. During the March 2004 youth conference
in Dharan, Nepal, | learned of how a number of the youth
participants had to travel on foot for 5 days before they could
reach the nearest bus stop to travel to the site. During the bus
ride, they had to stop several times because of police
checkpoints that littered the long journey.

Yet when they arrived at the venue, they were so full of life
and excitement as they sang songs of praise, listened to
testimonies and lectures, and participated in small group
discussions. In the midst of their poverty, a number of them
offered what they could as an act of service during the
conference: they donated their blood to the Nepalese Red
Cross Organization.
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Life in Nepal is indeed precarious — especially in light of the
geographical distance and the lack of transportation system,
which prevents access to better resources and opportunities;
and also because of the current political situation. But the
Christian youth of Nepal strive to “delight in the law of the
Lord and to meditate on it day and night”.

[Hope S. Antone, Philippines]
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Some Activities for Children

RICE

A staple food of the people, rice is cultivated in rice terraces on
the hills of Nepal. Yet farmers rely so much on rain at the
right time in order to ensure good harvest.

Suggested Children’s Activities:

1. On a separate paper, draw rice terraces similar to this
photo.

2. Thinking about children of Nepal who would be working in
the field, write a five-line poem about growing rice, or
eatingrice.
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TEA

One of the export items of Nepal, tea has been cultivated for
more than a century. The medicated and herbal tea of Nepal is
very popular in various parts of the world.

Suggested Activities:
1. Color this tea plant.

2. Write a poem or short story about planting tea, or drinking
tea.
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Songs for Worship

O Give Praise to Jesus, the King
(Nepali: Jaya hos Yishu raja ko)
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Friends, Listen Humbly
(Nepali: Lau suna sathi satya ko bani)
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Pray for the Peace of Humanity
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