ASIA SCENE

Training Workshop on Saving and Sharing

Strengthening the people’s managed program for church and community workers in South Asia

he World Summit on ‘Social De-

velopment’ in 1995 highlighted

poverty, unemployment and so-
cial integration as key issues for mov-
ing into the twenty-first century. Its
core concern was micro-credit as an
important instrument to eliminate pov-
erty and create jobs. In the effort to
eliminate poverty, create jobs and in-
come-generating programs among the
poor, micro-credit is considered
to be an instrument that enables
marginalised people to obtain access
to, or to extend their control over, re-
sources.

But in many cases, the push for
micro-credit has problems. This push
frequently comes from above, where
control still remains in the hands of
the powerful, and not from the peo-
ple. Credit, from the development per-
spective, is much more than just
provisions of funds or micro-credit ac-
tivities that ignore people’s savings. Ne-
glect of people’s saving potential has
often had a negative impact on credit
problems.

More importantly, saving is not only
a prerequisite for issuing loans, it is
also a means to develop social respon-
sibility, a sense of self-ownership,
self-reliance and a sustainable devel-
opment program.

A challenging question for when the
church involves itself in savings and
micro-credit activities is, ‘Is the
church able to handle this program?’
If the answer is, ‘Yes,” what are strate-
gies and mechanisms to be used? What

are some problems and difficulties to
be faced? And what are the lessons the
church can learn from operating sav-
ings and micro-credit activities?

In this context, the Christian Con-
ference of Asia Development and Serv-
ice desk, in cooperation with the
Christian Commission for Develop-
ment in Bangladesh (CCDB) and the
National Council of Churches in Bang-
ladesh (NCCB), conducted a ‘Training
Workshop on Community-based Sav-

A challenging question when the
church involves itself in savings
and micro-credit activities is,
'Is the church able to handle this
program?’ If the answer is, 'Yes,
what are strategies and
mechanisms to be used?
What are some problems and
difficulties to be faced?
What are the lessons the church
can learn from operating savings
and micro-credit activities?

ings and Credit: Strengthening People’s
Managed Program for Church and
Community Workers in South Asia’.
The program was held at CCDB Train-
ing Hall, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 2-9 Oc-
tober 1999. It involved theological
discussion, evaluation and exchange of
ideas and experiences, and searching
for possible ways of the church’s par-
ticipation for improving the quality of
life of the poor. Twenty-three par-
ticipants representing CCA member

churches and councils in India, Bang-
ladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Thailand, the Philippines and Korea
attended the program.

Pastor Mario Latido from the Phil-
ippines facilitated the discussion on
‘development from the Biblical per-
spective’. He emphasised that the
church is the ‘fellowship (koinonia)
of the believers and followers of Christ’
(Acts 2:42—47). Savings from this
viewpoint is stewardship that recog-
nises that God is the source of life and
all of its blessings. Savings and credit,
then, is a tool for social transforma-
tion and change.

The participants held a further dis-
cussion on the fundamental questions,
‘Can the poor (personally) save? Why?
How?’ It was agreed that a savings sys-
tem can produce consciousness rais-
ing of people even though they are very
poor. Women in general are more ac-
tive and disciplined participants in
savings and micro-credit systems. In
Bangladesh, savings systems have the
goal of organising women to raise their
living standard, and to empower and
socially uplift the poor.

Participants from the Philippines
posed the question, ‘Is the church the
right place for savings and credit?’
Many controversial topics were raised
that involved theological points of view
as well as the issue of economic jus-
tice, especially in dealing with loans,
repayments and an interest rates.

A consensus of the participants was
that the problem of whether or not the
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church should be involved in savings
and credit activities was not the main
issue. Their question was rather how
was the church to be involved and what
were the appropriate strategies and
mechanisms for the church in dealing
with these issues.

Some problems in financial man-
agement that were indicated include:

ASIA SCENE

* borrowing money without any defi-
nite purpose,

e borrowing too much or too little
money,

e wrong timing of release of bor-
rowed money,

e borrowing at very high interest
rates,

e inability to pay maturing debts,

e cash not available when needed,

o excessive idle cash,

e relatively low income from invested
idle funds;

e delays and/or inadequate financial
reports submitted to management,

e frequent cash shortage, misappro-
priation and irregularities.

Prawate Khid-arn

Gender Awareness in Church Ministry

training workshop, ‘Gender
Awareness: Women and Men
in Church Ministry in Thai-
land’, was organised by the Christian
Women Department of the Church of
Christ in Thailand (CCT) in collabo-
ration with the Christian Gonference of
Asia. It was held at the Thai—Korean

Mission Center, Lamphun, in the north-
ern part of Thailand, 3—6 October
1999. About sixty church leaders at-
tended the workshop. Participants dis-
cussed how to raise awareness and
strengthen the role of women in so-
cial activities. They searched for strat-
egies and a practical plan of action to

promote closer collaboration between
women and men in church and com-
munity works in Thailand.

The workshop was also part of the
preparation towards the CCA Confer-
ence on Gender and Development held
in Malaysia in December 1999.

Prawate Khid-arn
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Kampuchea Christian Council General Assembly

he Second General Assembly of

the Kampuchea Christian Coun

cil (KCC) in Cambodia was held
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 14—15 Oc-
tober 1999 and elected new officers
and a new executive committee of the
KCC. Mr Pen Sorithy, a pastor, has been
elected as the new President and Mr
Smak Sothy Sothera has been made the
new General Secretary of the Council.
Mr Sothera is a graduate of the Lu-
theran Theological Seminary in Hong
Kong. He is the first Cambodian to be
theologically trained in the post—Pol
Pot era. The churches in Cambodia
have been in fellowship with the CCA
since 1993. The ecumenical structure
at the national level was inaugurated

General Council of the Kampuchea Christian Council

two years ago. KCC has been developed ~ most of the Cambodian churches and
into the national ecumenical forum for ~ local church-related organisations.

GLOBAL CURRENTS

Joint CCA-WCC Working Group Meeting

he second meeting of the joint CCA—

WCC Working Group was held in Co

lombo, Sri Lanka, 9—10 September
1999. It was attended by eight members,
four from each organisation. Representa-
tives from WCC were Bishop Dr Zacharias
Mar Theophilus, India (WCC Executive
Committee), Ms Keshini I. Arulendran, Sri
Lanka (WCC Central Committee), Rev. Dr
Hermen Shastri from Malaysia (WCC Cen-
tral Committee) and Mr Hubert van Beck,
WCC Executive Staff for Church and Ecu-
menical Relations. Representatives from
CCA were Bishop Kenneth Fernando, Sri
Lanka (CCA Presidium), Dr Feliciano

CCA-WCC Joint Working Group meeting in Colombo Carifio, Philippines (CCA General Secre-
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tary), Rev. Dr Henriette Hutabarat, In-
donesia (CCA Associate General Sec-
retary for Program Coordination) and
Dr Mathews George Chunakara (Ex-
ecutive Secretary for Indochina and In-
ternational Affairs).

The agenda of the meeting included
WCC post—Harare and the three-year
plan, CCA Assembly in June 2000, the
possibility of a regional emphasis on
Asia in a future WCC Central Commit-
tee meeting and sharing programs of

GLOBAL CURRENTS

both institutions, including their areas
of ongoing cooperation. In the spirit
of developing mutual cooperation, the
need to have a consultation between
the two bodies not only for the imple-
mentation of programs, but also for
planning and decision making was
strongly underlined. In response to the
ongoing tensions in Indonesia and the
problem of East Timor, the two bod-
ies, in consultation with the Commun-
ion of Churches in Indonesia, decided

to develop a coordinated ecumenical
response. The result was the Indone-
sia Roundtable meeting sponsored by
CCA and WCC held in Hong Kong, 11—
14 November 1999. Its purpose was
to listen to the concerns of East
Timorese and Indonesian churches
and express ecumenical solidarity with
the churches and the people of East
Timor and Indonesia in this difficult
time.

Henriette Hutabarat

WCC Themes for the Future

ollowing recommendations

made at its Central Committee

meeting in Geneva, 26 August
— 3 September, the World Council of
Churches will stress ‘being church’,
‘caring for life’, ‘ministry of reconcili-
ation’ and ‘common witness and serv-
ice’ as essential to its work in years to
come. Some of these themes were dis-
cussed in the early days of the ecu-
menical movement, while others
emerged at the WCC’s assembly in
Harare, Zimbabwe.

‘Being the church,” said a report
from the WCC’s program committee,
‘calls for an “inclusive community”
that gives visibility and increased par-
ticipation to many who have been
marginalised in the life of the church.’
These include women, youth, children,
indigenous peoples and people with
disabilities.

The WCC should encourage ‘safe
arenas for dialogue’ and full partici-
pation by all in the ecumenical endeav-
our, the report said. It added that the
call for an inclusive community also
‘challenges churches divided by racial

and/or ethnic identity’. The program
committee asked that WCC programs
‘care for life’ and called for emphasis
on a ‘life-centred ethic, the culture of
peace and non-violence, and uphold-
ing the rights and dignity of people’. It
stated that while such an emphasis was
part of previous WCC work, ‘new at-
tention is needed to the spiritual di-
mensions of caring for life, particularly
as these relate to ethical questions
arising from bio-technology, birth con-
trol, abortion, and human sexuality.’

Citing the theme of the recent WCC
assembly—‘Turn to God—Rejoice in
Hope’—the committee asked that WCC
work be inspired by the theme of ‘min-
istry of reconciliation’, which focuses
on spirituality. ‘The unity and recon-
ciliation we seek can only be found
when centred in worship, prayer, a
shared spiritual life and shared com-
munity,” it said.

According to the report, global-
isation is a theological and spiritual
challenge. The committee suggested
that the WCG and its member churches
focus on ‘common witness and serv-

ice’ in the midst of emerging global
economies. The WCC should also con-
cern itself with the ‘growth of
religious plurality’ and ‘changing
understandings of mission and evan-
gelism’, including concern about reli-
gious freedom and proselytising across
Christian denominations. The WCC
should expand talks with partners of
other religious bodies on how ‘com-
mon commitments to human rights
and dignity can be translated into a
global framework of values to which
we can all subscribe’.

The report said that the WCC assem-
bly’s call for a Decade to Overcome
Violence, another emphasis in
the years to come, ‘encourages our
churches to challenge the powers and
principalities that perpetuate violence
in our world’. It also called on the WCC
to work with member churches and
others to create a ‘culture of non-vio-
lence’.

The program committee’s recom-
mendations were overwhelmingly ap-
proved by the Central Committee.

wce
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Mathews George
Chunakara to be WCC
Asia Secretary

pleyeuUNy) 961039 SMaye|y

he World Council of Churches

Central Committee has ap-

pointed Dr Mathews George
Chunakara to be the WCC’s Executive
Secretary for Regional Relations in
Asia. Mathews George has been serv-
ing CCA since 1993, where he is
currently Executive Secretary and Co-
ordinator for International Affairs and
Indochina Concerns.

The Executive Committee of CCA
meeting in November congratulated
Mathews George and extended best
wishes to him upon his new appoint-
ment. Dr Feliciano V. Cariflo, General
Secretary of CCA, said in his report to
the executive committee, ‘In assuming
this post, Mathews takes over the post
that our friend and colleague, Park
Kyung Seo, has occupied for nearly
eighteen years. In this position,
Mathews will be one of the main hubs
of WCC’s relations with CCA and with
other constituencies in Asia.’

Mathews George, a lay member of
the Mar Thoma Syrian Church in In-
dia, has been actively involved in the
Indian and Asian Ecumenical Move-

NEWSBRIEFS

ment for more than two decades. He
was involved in the national leadership
of the Student Christian Movement
in India, the National Council of
Churches in India and the Mar Thoma
Syrian Church in India. He was a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee and of
different subcommittees of the NCC
India for several years. He served as
Associate Director of the Ecumen-
ical Christian Centre in Whitefield,
Bangalore, India, an internationally
renowned ecumenical study and train-
ing centre, before joining CCA. He has
been closely associated with CCA since
1981 through the Youth and Interna-
tional Affairs program units. His
contributions in Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia for human resource devel-
opment in church and society, and
in establishing relations between
churches and governments have been
noteworthy. Mathews George holds a
PhD in International Relations. He has
written and published extensively on
Asian politics and human rights. His
book Militarisation of Politics: South
East Asian Experiences has been
widely recognised. Mathews and his
wife Gigi have two children, Deepak
and Roopa. The CCA family extends all
good wishes to him as he takes up this
important task.

Cynthia Yuen New CCA
Youth Secretary

s Cynthia Yuen, an Anglican
lay person, joined CCA Staff
on 15 September 1999 as
Acting Executive Secretary for Youth
Concerns. She assumes primary re-
sponsibility for coordinating the youth

programs and organising the Students
and Youth Asian Gathering 2000.
Cynthia has served as General Secre-
tary of the Student Christian Movement
of Hong Kong and has worked on the
staff of various Hong Kong—based or-
ganisations. She has been an execu-
tive committee member of WSCF for
the last four years and has wide expe-
rience in the Asian ecumenical scene,
especially in regional training, student
and youth empowerment and women'’s
training. Cynthia Yuen received her BA
degree and Masters in Sociology from
the University of Hong Kong.

Cynthia Yuen

New General
Secretary for
NCCCUSA

he National Council of Churches

of Christ in the United States

of America has unanimously
elected a former member of Congress,
Robert W. Edgar, as its new general
secretary. The appointment has gen-
erally been well received, with many
hoping that Edgar will have the skills
and strength of character to solve
some of the major problems facing the
NCCC, which is the biggest ecumeni-
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cal organisation in the USA and a key
player in the international ecumenical
network. Edgar, who is president of the
Claremont School of Theology in Cali-
fornia, served in the US Congress at the
same time as the new NCC president
Andrew Young, during the 1970s and
80s. Before he was elected to Con-
gress, Edgar was chaplain at Drexel
University in Philadelphia and, at the
same time, was associate pastor at
Lansdowne United Methodist Church
in suburban Philadelphia. Edgar said
his leadership style was marked by a
sense of humour, optimism and a de-
sire to build coalitions with like-
minded groups. Edgar suggested that
a positive outlook and respect for di-
versity while celebrating unity were
necessary for the renewal of the 50-
year-old organisation, which has
thirty-five member churches (main-
stream Protestant and Orthodox) rep-
resenting 52 million Christians.
Ecumenical News International

New Mar Thoma
Metropolitan

hilipose Mar Chrysostom Met-

ropolitan has been consecrated

as the Twentieth Mar Thoma of
the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian
Church in India, which is the See of St
Thomas the Apostle (the Mar Thoma
Metropolitan is believed to be the suc-
cessor of St Thomas) . Mar Chrysostom
has been the Officiating Metropolitan
of the Church since Alexander Mar
Thoma Metropolitan, the Nineteenth
Mar Thoma of the Church, resigned
from active service early this year. Mar
Chrysostom was consecrated by all

NEWSBRIEFS
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bishops of the Mar Thoma Church in
the presence of several bishops of sis-
ter churches in India in a solemn serv-
ice at a specially built altar in a public
stadium at Tiruvalla. Thousands of
people, including hundreds of clergy,
attended the consecration service and
the felicitation meeting held in the
southern state of Kerala in India. Mar
Chrysostom was actively involved in
CCA in 1960s and 1970s through its
programs of church and society. He
was a member of the Church and So-
ciety Program Committee of CCA and
a delegate to CCA assemblies in Penang
and Singapore. He was President of the
National Council of Churches in India
and served the Indian ecumenical
movement in various capacities.
Kerala has been considered the
citadel of ancient Christianity in India,
the place where Christianity was intro-
duced in 52 AD by St Thomas. The
Malankara Church was the only church
in India until the coming of Roman
Catholic missionaries from Portugal in
the early fifteenth century. The church
in Kerala remained as a unified indig-
enous church until that time, but has
undergone divisions in successive
years due to foreign influences. The

Mar Thoma Church is often described
as a bridge between Eastern and West-
ern traditions. In its liturgy and in the
social life of its community, the Mar
Thoma Church retains its original East-
ern forms and traditions.

NCCP Elects First
Woman General
Secretary

he National Council of Churches

in the Philippines (NCCP) has

elected Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz
Duremdez, a lay leader of the Conven-
tion of the Philippine Baptist Churches
(CPBC), as its general secretary. She
is the first woman to hold the post.

Ms Duremdez succeeds Bishop
Roman Tiples, Jr, whose term ends this
year. Also elected were Bishop Tomas
Millamena, Obispo Maximo of the
Iglesia Filipina Independiete (IFI) as
chairperson, Dr Leo Soriano of the
United Methodist Church (UMC), Ms
Karen Muniasque of the United Church
of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) and
Dr Fe Villao of the Iglesia Evangel-
ica Metodista En Las Islas Filipinas
(IEMELIF) as vice chairpersons, and
Rev. Mequias R. Camba, Jr (UCCP) as
treasurer. Ms Duremdez is a sought-
after lecturer on women’s issues. She
holds a bachelor’s degree in speech
and communication and a Master of
Religious Education. She taught at the
College of Theology of the Central Phil-
ippine University in Iloilo.

The NCCP is a fellowship of
churches composed of eleven main-
stream Protestant and non—Roman
Catholic churches and eleven church-
related institutions and organisations.
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Park Kyung Seo Departs WCC

r Park Kyung Seo, Asia Secre-
tary of the World Council of
Churches, will leave his posi-
tion at WCC by December of this year.

Park Kyung Seo has been working
for WCC for the past eighteen years.
Throughout his service in WCG, he has
shown his ecumenical commitment,
dedication, courage and forti-
tude, along with his concern for the
marginalised and oppressed people in
Asia. His contribution to peace and
reconciliation efforts in the war-torn
Korean peninsula has been greatly ap-
preciated by the ecumenical family
around the world. He has successfully
coordinated the resource sharing ef-
forts of the worldwide ecumenical
community, which have helped many
churches and ecumenical organisa-
tions in Asia.

He has forged ahead with and fo-
cused on the roundtables in Asia,
which have been crucial to his leader-
ship. He has also been a successful
negotiator in working with both ecu-

At a farewell dinner CCA General Secretary, Dr Feliciano V. Carifio makes a presentation to Dr Park
Kyung Seo as he relinquishes his post with the World Council of Churches

menical partners and local groups and
churches. Park Kyung Seo will be un-
dertaking a position as Special Adviser
to the South Korean Government con-
cerning Korean unification. He will
also be the director of the North East

Asia Peace Institute in Seoul. The
Christian Conference of Asia expressly
organised a farewell dinner for Park
Kyung Seo and thanked him for his
contributions to CCA’s life and witness
over the past several years.

Forthcoming CCA Events

Dates for Meetings towards the CCA General Assembly 2000

Youth Pre-Assembly Meeting
Orientation for Assembly Stewards
Women’s Pre-Assembly Meeting
People’s Forum

CCA Executive Committee Meeting
CCA General Committee Meeting

Morning of 1 June
Afternoon of 1 June

2—6 June

27-30 May  The Extraordinary Assembly on
31 May Constitutional Amendments

27-30 May  Opening Ceremony

27-30 May  The Eleventh General Assembly
30 May Meeting
31 May  Asia Ecumenical Course

12 May — 12 June

These events will be held in and around Tomohon, North Sulawesi, Indonesia,

the site of the CCA General Assembly.
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Holy Family in Saffron

Frank Wesley

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
Luke 2:39—-40

golden circle surrounds the holy child, who is
Acurled into Mary’s silk-covered arm. His small

clenched fist, held up towards his mother, clutches
aspot of red, a sign of the stigmata, the nail holes which
will one day pierce his hands.

Light reflecting from the child illuminates the moth-
er’s face as she bends over her infant. Her jewellery,
carefully defined in style, is that of an unsophisticated
village woman. Colour contrast is utilised to emphasise
the male and female in a typical Indian style.

The hair of the father knotted high on one side of his
head is bound by a saffron cloth and the silver ring in
his ear is in the manner reminiscent of the Gopalkrishna,
cow-herder and simple country boy. With the symbolic

hand gesture for holding, he lifts the sari to see the child
more closely.

The bowed heads of the parents complete the circle
of love which surrounds them and their child. The glow
of golden saffron suffusing the painting reminds us of
the willing sacrifice of their lives in the parenting of this
holy child.

The Lucknow technique and Bengal renaissance style
are seen in the facial features limned with delicacy, the
slender nose, bowed lips, graceful hands beautiful cloth-
ing and delicate colours.

—from Frank Wesley: Exploring Faith with a

Brush by Naomi Wray, published by Pace Publishing

(Watercolour, 16 x 21 cm, Gould collection)
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PUBLICATIONS

New Publications

CTC Bulletin
Vol. XVI, No. 1
November 1999

his issue of CTC Bulle-
tin contains selected
papers presented at the

Second Congress of Asian
Theologians, which was held in
Bangalore, India, in August 1999. The conference was or-
ganised by CCA. The papers are organised under the head-
ings of three of the themes of CATS II: ‘Celebrating Life in
Asia’, ‘Life in Asia in the Age of Globalisation” and ‘Reli-
gious and Cultural Plurality’.

Note: CTC Bulletin, Vol. XVI, No. 2 (December 1999)
will be published shortly as will the Proceedings of the Sec-
ond Congress of Asian Theologians.

- CTC BULLETIN

A

Celebrating Life in Asia

from

Festschrift for Feliciano Carino

Ecumenism in Asia
Essays in Honour of Feliciano Carifio
Edited by K.C. Abraham
Published by ATESEA/BTE-SSC

Dr Feliciano Carifio in commemoration of his sixti-

eth birthday and was issued at the Second Congress
of Asian Theologians. Dr Carifio, or Fely, as he is known to
friends and colleagues, has influenced the course of ecu-
menical thinking with his forthright and clear contributions,
which are widely recognised not only in Asia, but all over
the world.

Copies of this book are available through Dr K.C.
Abraham, SATHRI, 57 Miller’s Road, Bangalore 560 046,
India (tel: 91 80 554-2868, fax: 91 80 577-0274, email:
sathri@mantraonline.com).

T his volume consists of a series of essays in honour of

Asia Ecumenical
Committee Meeting

he third meeting of the Asia Ecumenical Committee,
a joint committee of CCA and FABC, was held in

Chiang Mai, Thailand, 1-3 December 1999. The
agenda of the committee included:

e reviewing the implementation of the programs and forms
of cooperation since 1996,

e discussing ecumenical issues and themes for the CCA
Assembly 2000 and the FABC Assembly 2000,

e preparing a proposal on the future direction of coop-
eration between CCA and FABC. The proposal on “To-
wards Collaboration for the New Century” will be
presented to the assemblies of both bodies in the year
2000.

Henriette Hutabarat

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
(John 10:10)

Have a Joyous Christmas
and a Blessed New Year

With best wishes from Feliciano V. Carifio, General Secretary,
and the staff of the Christian Conference of Asia
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COUNCIL FEATURE

Ecumenical and Interfaith Cooperation
against Rising Japanese Militarism and
Nuclear Power Build-up

he National Christian Council in

Japan (NCCJ) has committed it-

self through ecumenical and
interfaith opposition campaigns to
deal with two major trends in Japan:
rising militarism and the build-up of
nuclear power plants.

Together with the rest of the Chris-
tian community in the country, we have
expressed our determination to say
‘no’ to the recent trend in Japan to-
wards militarism and war build up.

Our recent work in this area in-
cludes campaigns against the Diet’s
passage of bills such as the New Guide-
lines Bills for US—Japan Defence Co-
operation, passed on 24 May 1999.
This will enable Japan to provide rear
support to war actions by the US mili-
tary in unspecified ‘surrounding areas’
of the country. We also campaigned
against the bill that on 9 August 1999
legalised the Sun Flag and the Kimigayo
Imperial anthem as the national flag
and the national anthem.

Our ecumenical and interfaith cam-
paigns, which are also against the New
Guidelines Bills, played a key role in
bringing together people from differ-
ent walks of life such as some Bud-
dhists, civic groups, labour unions and
women’s groups. Those campaigns
have been well appreciated by the rest
of the people. This was visibly demon-

A Report from NCCJ

strated by the rally—in which the NCCJ
constituted a central part—that was
held against the New Guidelines Bills
in Tokyo on 21 May 1999. There were
approximately 50,000 participants.
Despite the fact that the bills men-
tioned above have already been en-
acted by the Diet, we will continue our
efforts for peace. We will continue to
oppose the enactment of wartime
emergency bills, armed participation
by the Japanese Self-Defense Forces in
the United Nations peacekeeping op-
erations and the revision of the present

Our efforts to promote peace involves
ecumenical and interfaith cooperation
to promote concrete actions
so that Japan will not repeat the
mistakes of the past

peace Constitution of Japan that cur-
rently renounces war and armed
forces. All of these efforts are expected
to take place in the coming three to
five years.

To that end, NCCJ has initiated the
Christian Network for Peace—a na-
tionwide network of Christians
in Japan that includes Catholics,
evangelicals, NCCJ] member churches,
organisations and groups, as well as a
few non-member churches—which

adheres to the peace constitution of
Japan.

We would like to work together on
this issue with the WCC and CCA as part
of their concern for peace and secu-
rity. We intend to cooperate on this
issue with the NCC in Korea.

Another major ongoing concern
has been our opposition to nuclear
power plants on the grounds that nu-
clear power was and can be used for
lethal weapons in wars, and that it is
harmful to the environment. This was
shown by Japan’s worst-ever criticality
accident at a uranium processing plant
of JCO Ltd, Tokai, Ibaraki Prefecture,
on 30 September 1999. This accident
acutely injured three workers, re-
leased a large amount of radioactivity
into the atmosphere and pushed ra-
diation levels up to 16,000 times be-
yond normal. Again, these efforts have
been made through our campaigns
with other religions in the Religionists
Association for Reviewing of Nuclear
Power Policy.

Consequently, our efforts to pro-
mote peace and to create a nuclear
power—free Japan are examples of
more than ecumenism and of interfaith
dialogue—they involve ecumenical
and interfaith cooperation to promote
concrete actions so that Japan will not
repeat the mistakes of the past.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Road to Tomohon

We are privileged to host the CCA Assembly. We welcome this important gathering and we will share our
hospitality not in the glamorous hotel, but in our homes. This is a way for us to express our faith, which is
shared by the CCA family, namely to be and to live in solidarity with people of Asia.

—DrW.A. Roeroe, Moderator of GMIM Synod

ev. Dr Richard Siwu, the Vice-Chairperson of

the Evangelical Christian Church in Minahasa

(GMIM), was at the CCA Centre on 18 Novem-

ber to discuss the preparation of the Assem-
bly with the CCA staff. He said that the local committee,
which was formed by the GMIM Synod, has begun the
renovation of ‘Bukit Inspirasi’ (Inspiration Hill) Hall
for the use of the Assembly. This hall is located in a hill
facing Mt Lokon, which is a local landmark. The hall
was built in 1980 for the Assembly of the Communion of
Churches in Indonesia and can hold up to 1,200 com-
fortably. The renovation of the hall is scheduled to be
completed by April 2000 and it will also be used by GMIM
to hold their Synod Assembly.

In addition to the renovation of the main conference
hall, the local committee is building facilities around
the hall for the Assembly secretariat, communications
(telephone, fax, email and Internet cafe) and bank and
travel agent services.

Dr Siwu shared the enthusiasm of the local commit-
tee and the members of the GMIM to receive the del-
egates of the CCA Assembly. GMIM has hosted many
church meetings, including their own Assemblies, which
are usually attended by a large number of participants
(between 1,500 to 2,000 people) and the PGI Assembly

in 1980, which was attended by 1,200 people. But GMIM
is especially proud to host the CCA Assembly as it is an
international gathering.

GMIM will take care of the accommodation, meals
and local transportation of all participants during the
Assembly. Members of the congregations will offer their
houses to accommodate participants. Breakfast will be
served in the houses while lunch and dinner will be in
the dining hall next to the conference hall. The local
host committee will welcome the participants at the air-
port and take care of the transportation from Sam
Ratulangi international airport in Manado to Tomohon
(about 45 minutes drive). The committee will be also
responsible for returning the participants to the airport.
Shuttle mini-buses will transport participants between
their accommodation and the Assembly Hall so that they
may be present for the Assembly sessions and programs.

There are some hotels in Tomohon for those who
prefer such facilities. However, those who choose to stay
in hotels will need to take care of their own hotel bills.

Tomohon is a located on a hillside, about 30 km from
Manado, the capital city of North Sulawesi Province. It
is the headquarters of the Protestant Evangelical Church
in Minahasa (GMIM).
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