












An Advent Prayer

Hope
Peace
Joy
Love
We pray for these as we await the Christ every Christmas
But how can these dawn upon us
At a time of so much despair, conflict, pain and hate?
It was also into such a world that the Christ was born—
Where the longing for hope, peace, joy and love was strong.

The world today bleeds and groans even more—
With injustice, wars, economic meltdown, ecological crisis
And what have you ...

Into this world Christ brings hope, peace, joy and love
Through those who strive to follow his way—
“Who deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me.”

The tree of Christmas and the tree of Calvary
Together witness to the Christ—God’s anointed one—
Whose commitment to God’s justice and righteousness
Demands of his followers no less than costly and risky discipleship.

O God, help us to be faithful followers of Your Way
That we can be harbingers of your hope, peace, joy and love today.

—Hope S. Antone


